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These pottery types are typical of late EB I assemblages (see, e.g., Braun, in press: 
Figs. 12, 13), and suggest the presence of a settlement, rather than burials, at the site. Late 
EB I settlement remains were encountered at the bottom of a small probe made on the tell 
of Azor in 1966 (Gophna and Busheri 1967; Gophna 1974), less than 50 m southwest of the 
present site (Golani and van den Brink 1999: Plan 1:12, Appendix 1: No. 12). In the past, 
excavations at Azor also uncovered a score of kurkar-hewn tombs dating to the same period 
that probably served the late EB I population dwelling at the site (Golani and van den Brink 
1999:41–43, Appendix I: e.g., Nos. 15–17). 

Iron Age I–II (Fig. 18)

In a limited probe conducted in Area B (Sq G), large amounts of pottery sherds dating to 
Iron I–II were unearthed in an otherwise featureless fill (Stratum 3; L602, L603) situated 
directly beneath a late Byzantine layer (Stratum 2). This small assemblage includes the 
following items: bowls with reddish-purple slip, hand- or wheel-burnished (Fig. 18:1–5); 
cooking pots (Fig. 18:6, 7); kraters (Fig. 18:8, 9); and a black-on-red juglet-amphoriskos 
(Fig. 18:11; see Amiran 1969: Photograph 295). Area A also yielded a few Iron Age sherds, 
including a fragment of a storage jar (Fig. 18:10), and two fragments that possibly belong 
to cult stands (Fig. 19, see below).

Most of the Iron I–II assemblage revealed in the present excavations can be paralleled 
at other sites, e.g., Lakhish Stratum V and Tell Qasile Stratum VII (see, e.g., Amiran 
1969:191). Iron Age materials uncovered previously at Azor were primarily associated with 
Iron I contexts,4 such as a large cemetery less than 200 m south of the present site, and 
settlement remains (including a large, mud-brick rampart) less than 50 m to the southwest 
(Golani and van den Brink 1999: Appendix I: Nos. 6, 12, with further references therein).

Two Fragments of Ceramic Cult Stands
Raz Kletter 

Two small ceramic fragments found in Area A, Sq A (L106, B2017; L107, B2024) are 
made of reddish brown clay with small white grits, well-worn and encrusted (Fig. 19). 
Both fragments are flat and rather thin, with plastic, handmade modeling on one side. The 
fragment in Fig. 19:1 (L107) comprises the remains of a rounded pillar or leg(?), broken and 
incomplete. There is also a curious, rounded damaged area above the ‘leg’, which perhaps 
indicates a broken part. The fragment in Fig. 19:2 (L106) is folded over to create a leg(?), 
which is broken off at the bottom. Signs of breakage indicate the position of another applied 
element (leg?) alongside this leg, suggesting that the fragment perhaps depicted a standing 
figure. 

4 The authors would like to thank Eli Yannai for sharing his expertise regarding the Iron Age assemblage.
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Both of these fragments can be identified as parts of shrine models or cult stands. Shrine 
models (naoi) have similar flat surfaces or facades, often with attached figures. They are 
known from Late Bronze Age and especially Iron Age sites in the Levant (Bretschneider 
1991; Kletter 2015; Schroer 2017). Cult stands have varied forms, including rectangular, 
round and oval, with standing animal and human figures attached at the corners and in 
openings at the front. Some stands also have animals on the sides, integrated into the 
structure. Cult stands have been found at various sites in the Southern Levant, such as 
Ta‘anakh, Megiddo, Ashdod, Pella and Yavne, dated to the early Iron Age (Beck 1994; 
Nahshoni and Ziffer 2009; Kletter, Ziffer and Zwickel 2010; Ziffer 2011; Kletter 2012; Katz 
2016; Muller 2016).

Another type of figurative Iron Age object is the ‘facade,’ which is a shallow, almost 
two-dimensional pottery plaque, an example of which was found in the Stratum X temple 
at Tell Qasile (Mazar 1980:82–84, Fig. 20; 1985). Such facades depict standing figures, 
for example two women or a woman and a child. However, the figures are molded on the 
surface and are not located at corners. It seems that the Azor fragments belong to three-
dimensional, rectangular cult stands rather than facades (it could not be determined if they 
belonged to the same vessel). 

While the present fragments are too small and worn for a more precise identification, 
they can be dated to the early Iron Age and are indicative of cultic activities at Azor in that 
period.

Roman Period (Fig. 20)

The small amount of Roman ceramics uncovered in the excavations derives mainly from 
construction fills of the late Byzantine–Early Islamic hypocaust (L106, L107, L405, L406). 
Although this assemblage could not be associated with any architecture of the Roman 
period, the parallels cited below suggest an occupation at Azor that is datable to the first–
fourth centuries CE.

Fig. 19. Fragments of cult stands.
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Late Byzantine and earLy isLamic Bathhouse remains 
and Vestiges of earLier Periods at azor
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introduction

During the winter of 1998, salvage excavations were conducted at Azor (Arabic: Yazûr).1 
This town is situated about 6 km from the present-day Mediterranean seashore, just southeast 
of Tel Aviv-Yafo in the central coastal plain (Fig. 1). The local vegetation is typical of the 
lowland Mediterranean zone and the coastal dune area (Orni and Efrat 1976:137, 145, 165). 
The climate is typical of the coastal plain: mild winters and hot, humid summers with a 
mean annual temperature of 22° C and c. 550 mm annual precipitation.

The excavation site is located in the northeastern part of Azor, about 100 m southeast of 
a large Crusader fortress (Château des Plains) atop Tel Azor, which still awaits excavation. 
The Septuagint (Josh. 15:45) lists this site among the cities of Dan, and an Assyrian 
document mentions its conquest by Sennacherib (Negev and Gibson 2001:64). Since the 
early 1920s, over 40 archaeological excavations have been conducted in the town of Azor 
and its immediate vicinity. For excavations up until 1997, see Golani and van den Brink 
1999: Plan 1, Appendix 1; for excavations between 1998 and 2002, see Table 1.2 

the excaVation

The excavations were conducted in an open plot surrounding a former cinema, at the corner of 
Herzl and Sprinzak Streets (Fig. 2; see also Golani and van den Brink 1999: Plan 1: No. 37). 
Prior to the beginning of the excavations in November 1998, the presence of archaeological 

1  Salvage excavations were initially conducted during November 15–26, 1998, then resumed during December 
7–22, 1998. Work was directed on behalf of the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA) by Edwin C.M. van den 
Brink, with the participation of Vadim Essman (surveyor), Yousef Rahman (administrator), Marina Shuiskiya 
(pottery plates) and Tsila Sagiv (photographer). Tsvi Shacham of the Jaffa Museum and Eli Yannai (IAA) 
visited the site and assisted us during the course of the excavations. The authors would like to thank Tsvi 
Shacham (Eretz Israel Museum, Tel Aviv, Curatorial, Emeritus) for his consultations on various aspects of the 
uncovered bathhouse remains.

2  The manuscript was submitted for publication in 2002.


