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Keynote abstracts 

 

Prof Jun Borras, Erasmus University Rotterdam: 

Land politics, agrarian movements and scholar-activism  

The keynote will examine the recent changes in global land/resource politics and agrarian movements and 

the activists and academics that mobilize around and study these issues. The talk will put forward a number 

of propositions for critical reflection and discussion, namely: (1) Land/resource politics today are more 

diverse than at other points during the past century; (2) The changing character of land/resource politics has 

shaped the broadening social justice movements that mobilize around land/resource issues; (3) The 

changes in land/resource politics and agrarian movements have ushered in a new period and inspired a new 

generation of agrarian scholar-activists. By scholar-activism, I mean, rigorous academic work that aims to 

change the world, or committed activist work that is informed by rigorous academic research, which is 

explicitly and unapologetically connected to political projects or social justice movements. The changes on 

the agrarian front have also altered the character and reshaped the agenda of scholar-activism, as well as 

the style, methods, strategy and tactics of work. I conclude by putting forward a proposition for discussion 

around the idea of an ‘agrarian scholar-activist research movement.’  

 

 

Prof Sian Sullivan, Bath Spa University: 

Dissonant sustainabilities? Politicising antagonisms in the conservation-development nexus  

Reflecting on more than twenty years engagement with the idea that development and economic growth are 

essential for ensuring environmental conservation and sustainability, a key experience for me has been that 

of dissonance. In this talk I draw on the concept of ‘dissonance’ as explored some decades ago by 

psychologist Leon Festinger in A Theory of Cognitive Dissonance (1957). I focus in particular on how the 

coherence of sustainability discourse is managed precisely by managing, and often excluding, contradictory 

information, however robustly argued and evidenced that information might be. My intention is to highlight 

ways in which this management of dissonance is also ideological in nature, with implications for 

understanding the antagonisms with which sustainability discourse is infused.  

 

 

Prof Jesse Ribot, University of Illinois: 

Cause and Blame in the Anthropocene: Sociodicy under a Changing Sky  

This address explores three building blocks of my current reflections on nature and human wellbeing. First, I 

critique flat or object-oriented ontologies, which sideline humanism via distributive agency. Second, I 

examine the notion of humanism as a potential basis of ethical response to ecological crises. Third, I explore 

framings of causality – through the causes of climate-related hunger, famine and dislocation – so as to better 

understand how we attribute blame and responsibility for disaster. This last segment examines t he necessity 

for a sociodicy of the anthropocene – an analytic in which all cause of human pain and suffering is framed as 

social.  
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Working Group A: 

Civil Society Actors and Transformative Development? Possibilities, challenges and 

ways forward 

Chaired by Tiina Kontinen (University of Jyväskylä) and Auli Starck (Kepa) 

 

“Leaving no one behind”: what about persons with disabilities?  

Hisayo Katsui, Kalle Könkkölä and Marjo Heinonen 

The MDG did not mention disability and consequently left many persons with disabilities behind (UN, 2011; 

2013), even though it was meant to be “all” and even though 15% of the world population is persons with 

disabilities (WHO and World Bank, 2011). This means in practice that the inequality between persons with 

and without disabilities tended to have increased over the years. This paper focuses on the inequality 

reduction efforts from the perspective of persons with disabilities.  

The disability movement has globally advocated for inequality reduction. One of the biggest achievements is 

the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities that was adopted in 2006. Only 18 countries 

have not ratified it yet. This is the most supported and ratified Convention as of today. Another achievement 

is the fact that 19 references are made to disability in the SDGs: one in the Introduction, 7 in the goals and 

11 in indicators. Finally persons with disabilities are taken into the mainstream discourse of development and 

human rights. A human rights-based approach (HRBA), that has been promoted by the Convention, has 

become increasingly relevant in prioritizing the most vulnerable and marginalized groups for realizing their 

rights.  

Another trend is the result-based management (RBM) which has become important for the Finnish 

development policy and practice (MFA, 2016). The RBM promotes result-based culture where interventions 

are planned and clearly targeted towards articulated results. Cost-efficiency is important in this process, 

while objectively measurable and tangible results are expected to development actors.  

In reality, many persons with disabilities in the Global South have diverse individual and environmental 

conditions including impairments, physical and attitudinal environment. Discrimination against them is too 

often deeply rooted in the culture and society, which makes interventions difficult to achieve aimed results 

when persons with disabilities are included. For instance, when a deaf person was never exposed to 

education and did not have any common communication means with others, it is hard to provide him/her a 

capacity building training and to expect him/her the same results as peers without a disability. The starting 

point is often not much analysed and disability-related needs are not accommodated. Many persons with 

disabilities are consequently excluded from many development and international cooperation (Katsui et al., 

2014).  

Under the circumstance, civil society organizations and organizations of persons with disabilities (DPOs) are 

unique actors in reaching out marginalized persons with disabilities at the grassroots level. This  paper 

presents experiences of persons with disabilities and DPOs and highlight some of the structural challenges 

and contradictions they face in their work. 

References: 

Katsui, H. et al. (2014) Reducing Inequalities: A Human Rights-Based Approach in Finland’s Development 
Cooperation with Special Focus on Gender and Disability. Institute for Human Rights. Turku. Available at: 
http://www.abo.fi/fakultet/media/24259/reducinginequalitiesnetversion020414.pdf 

MFA. (2016) Result-Based Management in Finland’s Development Cooperation: Concepts and Guiding 
Principles. MFA. Helsinki. 



4 
 

UN. (2013) Outcome document of the high-level meeting of the General Assembly on the realization of the 

Millennium Development Goals and other internationally agreed development goals for persons with 
disabilities: the way forward, a disability-inclusive development agenda towards 2015 and beyond. United 
Nations. New York. 

UN. (2011) Disability and Millennium Development Goals. United Nations. New York. Available at: 
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Solidarity economy as a counter-hegemonic development paradigm: a review on Latin America.  

Laura Kumpuniemi, doctoral student in Public Policy, University of Eastern Finland 

In my presentation, I approach solidarity economy as a possibility for transformative development in the 

context of Latin America.  

The movement of solidarity economy is rooted in a range of local level initiatives and, on a global level, has 

been organised at the World Social Forums. On one level solidarity economy includes practical solutions to 

practical problems (like those of income) and on another level, it depicts a holistic picture of a transformative 

change to cover basic needs and bring about social justice through participatory democracy.  

The democratisation aim of solidarity economy is central to the view of solidarity economy as a 

counterhegemonic development paradigm. The idea is not to alter the direction of development but rather 

define the development discussion in a different way altogether paying attention to structural transformation 

on issues around environment, cultural diversity, social inclusion, gender equality, active citizenship and 

preservation of the commons. Within the solidarity economy activities, organisations and processes one can 

perceive an intriguing alternative discourse on development through reshaping economic relations but, of 

course, in practice actors face many difficulties in making this come true.  

Latin America is one of the strongholds of solidarity economy being one of the places where it has initiated 

and where many countries have also inst itutionalised it to some extent. In the 2000’s, Latin American social 

movements have altered politics to supports solidarity economy objectives in some countries but the 

everchanging political map challenges the sustainability of these changes. In this presentation, I look at the 

aims and activities of the solidarity economy movement through examples from some Latin American 

countries and look at how their objectives are framed in the discussion about transformative development in 

the changing realities.  

 

Urban Middle-Class NGOs Imagining Sustainability in East Asia  

Taru Salmenkari, associate professor, Asian Studies, School of Humanities, Tallinn University  

In East Asia, a large part of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) work with environmental issues  and 

typically employ staff members belonging to the urban middle class. Their perceptions of green 

environments, at best, abstract away conflicts between environmental and social sustainability and, at worst, 

maintain and underline social inequalities. Their green values are often based on their personal aesthetic, 

maternal, preservationist or nationalistic concerns separated from livelihood concerns of people living in that 

environment. For them, nature is for enjoyment, for health, and for protection, but all too often in these 

imaginations people are either non-existent or greenery is for middle-class consumption. Sometimes farmers 

and fishermen are involved in organic farming schemes or movements against development projects, but 

seldom for reasons of their own. In worst cases, farmers or urban squatters are evicted for creating natural 

reserves or green spaces for urban leisure. 
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This presentation is based on ethnographic fieldwork carried out since 2004 in China, Taiwan and South 

Korea. It brings into focus situations in which environmental activities either make some social concerns 

invisible or involve conflicts of interest. When NGOs promote green and healthy environment, it is often 

worthwhile to ask: green and healthy for whom? All good things do not always go together without any 

friction. Therefore, contradictions between different aims must be highlighted and winners and losers need to 

be recognized. Considering middle-class dominance in most Asian associational societies, imaginations of 

sustainability need to be classed to avoid silencing lower classes in developmental choices.  

 

All youth want to rule their world – towards transformative changes in combatting injustice  

Nina Tokola, Postdoctoral Researcher, University of Eastern Finland; Irmeli Mustalahti, Professor, University 

of Eastern Finland; Antti Erkkilä, Senior Researcher, University of Eastern Finland; Heta Heiskanen, PhD 

Student, University Teacher, University of Tampere 

Several studies show that young people do not trust political decision-making. This distrust implies a low 

level of commitment to the democratic organization of society. In Finland, young people are increasingly 

worried about their situation due to environmental risks such as climate change. This situation can lead to a 

sense of powerlessness, indifference and destructive behavior, which can become a significant risk for the 

sustainable development of society. Thus, the involvement of youth is a major key to sustainable wellbeing. 

Our presentation will introduce the research project called “All youth want to rule their world (ALL-YOUTH)” 

which is one of the two consortia selected for the Keys to Sustainable Growth program funded by the Finnish 

Strategic Research Council (SRC). The aim of the SRC program is to find solutions that will help Finnish 

society to be better able to take full advantage of the opportunities provided by global changes. The ALL-

YOUTH research project explores the visions of young people regarding a sustainable future, growth and 

wellbeing. The project utilizes participatory action research (PAR) methodology, and the theoretical 

framework includes key concepts such as capability and participation. The project recognizes three key 

arenas for conducting research on the visions and capabilities of the youth themselves, and on potential 

obstacles: 1) good governance and rule of law; 2) digital innovations for social and economic sustainability; 

3) the forest-based bioeconomy. The ALL-YOUTH -project will establish activating models to improve young 

people’s possibilities to contribute to the making of society from their own perspectives and according to their 

own preferences. Studying young people’s own viewpoints as a highly diverse population in relation to 

ethnicity, physical and sensory disabilities and identities, forms a basis by which they can take part in real 

societal, political and economic processes with other relevant stakeholders . 

 

Civil society actors’ contribution to transformative development from youth  organizations’ 

perspective 

Senja Väätäinen-Chimpuku, Taksvärkki  

Using the development cooperation supported by Taksvärkki as an example, in this presentation we look the 

continuum of development activities from charity received by individuals to advocacy work that changes laws 

and policies, and analyse their relation to the transformative development. The success of transformation lies 

in factors related to human, time and financial resources and space given for grassroot movements to 

influence, but importantly also in the attitude towards development, in other words the theory of change 

behind the action.  In the presentation we also reflect upon the root causes that hinder transformational 

development, and the role and responsibility of youth organization like Taksvärkki in creating systemic 

change.  
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Working Group B: 

Environment and Vulnerability 

Chaired by Anja Nygren, Anu Lounela and Mira Käkönen (University of Helsinki) 

Commentator: Prof Jesse Ribot (University of Illinois) 

 

Land users’ rights, governance system and tropical deforestation: a network study in the 

Argentinean Chaco 

Carla Inguaggiato, CDE – University of Bern, Post-doc at Centre for Development and Environment 

Tropical deforestation is key element affecting climate change. Gran Chaco is one the largest ecosystem in 

Latin America, characterized with very high rate of deforestation. Governance system, due complex land 

tenure regimes and economic pressure, affects land use and therefore deforestation. In the province of 

Salta, Argentinian Chaco, are present different land users: indigenous peoples, criollos cattle ranchers and 

large agricultural producers. These groups have different land rights and different land use. Criollos and 

indigenous populations have had a weak participation in government management decisions. In some 

locations NGOs have played a role in supporting the recognition of land tenure rights.  This paper, which is 

part of the research ERC funded project INCLUDE, aims at presenting the research design to investigate the 

governance system using a relational perspective. Social network analysis, based on extensive fieldwork, 

will allow to characterize the governance structures in terms of relationships between the different sets of 

actors both land users and other actors both at local, national and international level, influencing the land 

users’ rights. 

 

Replacing a swamp in northern Finland 

Maija Lassila, Development Studies, University of Helsinki  

Viiankiaapa swamp in Sodankylä municipality is estimated to contain Europe’s biggest mineral reserve in 

recent years. Containing mostly copper, the reserve found under the swamp is said to be world-class 

because of its especially high mineral concentration. Multinational company Anglo American conducts 

mineral exploration in the area. Viiankiaapa is equally environmentally protected in the European Union 

Natura 2000 network, it is a national swamp protection area, and an important place in the history of the 

nearby Kersilö village. Furthermore, the area brings livelihood to reindeer herders. The biggest question for 

the company has been whether a replacing area for the swamp can be found, so that the swamp could be 

separated from its Natura protection status after which mine construction could eventually begin. Regarding 

the Natura legislation the environmental programme can only be ended if a significant national interest 

demands and if compensating measures are taken to hold the Natura network's unity. The central problem 

examined in the paper is the question of the swamp’s replaceablility and irreplaceability. If the mineral 

resources are irreplaceable and need to be extracted as the municipality and the mining company claim, 

then why is the swamp, with its multiple living human and nonhuman worlds, histories and identity -making 

meanings replaceable? I consider the question of the swamp's future from the point of view of an ontological 

conflict, where plural world-making projects in relation to the swamp challenge the "one world" of an 

extractive, modernist logic of an empty nature outside of humans. Relating to recent struggles around the 

world, I suggest that in Finland as well we have to recognize and bring into political discussion the carriers of 

alternative ontologies that exist outside of the dualistic nature/culture distinction but whose futures are at 

stake under the pressure of large-scale industrial projects. 
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Fire and the making of vulnerability and value 

Anu Lounela, Swedish School of Social Science, University of Helsinki  

This paper discusses vulnerability in relation to fire, a “wild” natural force, through its interaction with the 

indigenous population in Central Kalimantan, Indonesia. In recent decades, extensive fires, including 

wildfires and fires intentionally set through the burning of land for plantations or for other reasons, have 

become a recurrent phenomenon in Central Kalimantan. Decades of logging, oil palm plantation 

development, and large-scale agricultural schemes transforming swamp forests into degraded peat lands 

have caused a chronic vulnerability to fire in the region and imposed health hazards and economic and 

social vulnerability on the inhabitants. Ironically, however, fire is also a key technological force for the 

indigenous people in the area as they have a have a long history of fire use (so-called slash and burn rice 

cultivation, cooking fires, metallurgy, etc.). Anthropology has rarely addressed fire, or “wild” natural forces, 

and the politics of “wildfire”. The paper seeks to fill this gap and argues that anthropology needs to address 

the topic through situated histories of human engagement with fire as a “wild” but also domesticated and 

politicized force. It analyzes the concept of vulnerability through theories of human-nature relations and 

disasters (Faas 2016; Hastrup 2015; Tsing 2015), and links up these discussions with the politics of fire and 

“wildfire” in Central Kalimantan. The paper also explores new vulnerabilities and values emerging in post -fire 

landscapes such as through conservation and climate change mitigation schemes. It makes the argument 

that the multiplex significance of fires has to be understood through its articulation with different value 

regimes. 

 

Water and power, water’s power: Governance and socionatural relations shaping rivers and riverine 

people in Mexico and Laos 

Anja Nygren and Mira Käkönen, Development Studies, University of Helsinki  

In recent years, water-society relationships have attracted increasing attention through flood disasters linked 

to extreme-weather events and global climate change. Ambivalent consequences of hydropower and 

escalating conflicts between states, corporations and local populations over access to and control  over water 

resources have also figured prominently in academic and public discussion. This paper examines similarities 

and differences, and continuities and changes, in water-society relationships across time and space, drawing 

on analyses of two environmentally and socially significant river basins: the Grijalva river basin in 

southeastern Mexico and the Xe Bang Fai river basin, a major tributary to the Mekong, in Laos. The 

stimulating resonance in the resource-control dynamics between the two cases enables us to theorize on the 

three analytically interlinkaged aspects, encompassing: 1) water governance and state-making; 2) the 

politics of scale; and 3) the dynamics of socionature.  

We argue that a multi-dimensional approach to water-society interactions, addressing governance, 

state formation, scalar politics, and the entanglement of biophysical and sociopolitical processes in the 

socionature of water-related vulnerabilities offers important insights into how transformations in water 

governance, resource politics and hydrosocial relations make particular waterscapes and their inhabitants 

increasingly fragile. The study demonstrates how capricious forces of water, processes of state-making and 

shifting forms of governance co-produce socially differentiated fabric of water-related risks and 

vulnerabilities. The increased flood vulnerability is co-produced by the human-induced climate change, 

engineered waterscapes and shifting forms of agrarian production. The state powers manifest and are 

assembled in forced displacements, which are carried out in the name of flood protection but, which in fact, 

produce new forms of vulnerability. 
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Livelihood impacts of land leases in Oromia, Ethiopia: Changes in local people’s access to cropping 

and grazing lands 

Gutu Olana Wayessa, Development Studies, University of Helsinki 

Large-scale land deals have attracted considerable attention for various reasons, including their implications 

for local livelihoods. While some view the phenomenon as a development opportunity, including 

improvement in the livelihoods of local people, others argue that it is an impoverishing scheme. Ethiopia 

ranks among the top in the size of land leased out over the last decade. Land, as an anchor of state control 

and investment in Ethiopia, is a strategic resource for the state and the investors. As the foundation of their 

livelihoods and identity, it is simultaneously a vital resource for the local people. Using political -ecological 

approach, this paper analyzes the livelihood impacts of two land lease cases on land acces the local people 

in Bakko Tibbe district of Oromia, Ethiopia. The results show that the land leases induced significant decline 

in access to land and associated production regimes. The size of local people’s farmlands and grazing lands 

significantly declined, resulting in significant reduction in crop production and livestock husbandry. The land 

leases also dismantled longstanding land-based social relations in both production systems. Based on 

empirical evidence from specific localities and contextualizing the local livelihood dynamics within broader 

political-economic conditions, this study informs the debate on livelihood impacts of global land deals.  

 

Environmental futures disentangled from nuclear legacies: “Immunizing” the coastal terrains of 

Paldiski town 

Tarmo Pikner, School of Humanities, Tallinn University, Estonia  

Geopolitical and techno-social disturbances shape terrains and livelihoods by modifying spheres of 

(possible) life. The ensuing environmental modifications can be more-or-less bearable and tolerant 

depending on the emergent interactions between interiority and exteriority.  Sloterdijk suggests that in the 

presence of danger life goes on and adapts to actual, ground, conditions through particular means of 

ʻimmunizationʼ. According to Sloterdjik (2016) immunization takes place through a double movement, on the 

one hand, shielding and expulsion, and on the other hand, the creation of an interior.  But there exist critical 

thresholds and implosions of these expanding spheres. The application of nuclear energy in both its mil itary 

and civilian uses, and its legacies, account for a significant amount of unstable and unsecured waste deposit 

which represents significant risks in the Anthropocene era. Hird and Zahara (2017) argue that waste and 

consumption society is ̒ bequeathing a particular futurity through a projected responsibilityʼ.  

In the study I apply Sloterdijk’s concept of spheres of immunization and the production of futurity on 

the question of post-Soviet nuclear legacies in the Baltic region. Sloterdjikʼs (2016) plural-spherology and 

aspects of ʻdisturbance-based ecologies’ (Tsing 2015) can be integrated for understanding diverse world-

making projects. I apply the theoretical framework to the nuclear fortunes of Paldiski town, which is located 

on Estonia’s Baltic Sea coast. Paldiski was a site of great geopolitical significance in the wider Soviet -military 

assemblage, since it served as a secret training base of nuclear submarines. This assemblage was 

dismantled and partly displaced after the collapse of Soviet Union. However, nuclear waste from this former 

military base still remains in Paldiski and represents a great challenge to the various actors who have to deal 

with its socio-environmental legacies and vulnerabilities. The elaborated approach could reveal that Paldiski 

exposes the presence of a multiplicity of interconnected “spheres,” which imagine and form critical 

environmental futures, and their (dis)entanglements from the Cold War’s nuclear legacies.  

 

 

 

 



9 
 

One vulnerability may hide another: Online representations of violence on orangutangs as a result of 

oil palm expansion 

Martin Fougère, Hanken School of Economics, Finland 

Orangutans, whose survival is endangered by oil palm expansion, have been used as the flagship species of 

campaigns about palm oil sustainability. These campaigns aim to elicit an affective reaction from Western 

consumers by representing the heightened vulnerability of orangutans. The proposed paper unpacks the 

undesirable effects of the online palm oil sustainability advocacy that relies on these representations, 

through a visual and textual analysis of 114 web pages. The anthropomorphization of orangutans and the 

foregrounding of orangutan victimhood and vulnerability are found to humanize orangutans and dehumanize 

some local people, who are more often considered culprits than victims of violence. The paper concludes 

that both the market-based violence of oil palm expansion and the marketing-based violence through 

representations contribute to an additional, largely unchecked institutional violence on locals 

This paper offers novel insights into how markets and marketing contribute to making local 

communities vulnerable to various types of violence in Indonesia and Malaysia in the context of oil palm 

expansion. It uncovers three main types of violence that are at play in places where oil palm plantations are 

expanding: market-based violence, marketing-based violence and local institutional violence. First, following 

Sassen (2014), the complexity of global market dynamics leads to a marketbased violence, which c an be 

understood as the cause for vulnerability and expulsions of both humans (typically through land loss and 

livelihood loss) and animals (typically through habitat loss).  

Second, since a consumerist political imagination is perceived by activists to be the main basis for a 

change impetus, the ‘gaze of social marketing’ has significant power effects through what it shows as well as 

through what it does not show, i.e., the ellipses it contributes to in public discourse. This is the basis for a 

marketing-based violence, the violence which, through drawing almost exclusive attention to the vulnerability 

of the orangutan flagship species and presenting certain local humans more as culprits than as victims of 

violence, works through a dehumanization of certain subjects (Butler, 2004) – such as in this case villagers 

and plantation workers. 

Third, both market-based violence and marketing-based violence contribute to an institutional 

violence on those most vulnerable, those who are already dehumanized. The marketing-based violence 

makes it possible for this violence to remain ‘unchecked’ (Varman & al-Amoudi, 2016) in comparison with the 

violence on the symbolically ‘humanized’ orangutans. This institutional violence mainly takes the shape of (1) 

police violence on villagers (involving physical violence leading to injuries and deaths, as well as abusive 

arrests and imprisonments) and (2) corporate violence on plantation workers (involving many characteristics 

of forced labour). 

 

Towards “two ways of responsibilization” in responsive forest governance: Lessons from Tanzania, 

Nepal and Mexico 

Irmeli Mustalahti, Maija Hyle, Violeta Gutierrez Zamora,  Bishnu Devkota, and Nina Tokola, University of 

Eastern Finland 

Much of the climate change agenda seems to be generated in international forums and delegated to national 

governments for amendment and implementation, while the citizens of the country in question often become 

passive entities in the various policy processes.  Yet these are the same people who are and will be 

impacted by mitigation and adaptation interventions, for example related to the forest governance.  In the 

extensive literature on forest governance, scholars have demonstrated that the interventions of 

decentralization of forest governance also have constraints and unexpected impacts: Expectations of power 

transfer have not been fully achieved in such cases, and powerful actors have maintained their positions of 

domination and control over resources through various social and political practices. The conceptual 

framework of our research in Nepal, Tanzania and Mexico closely adheres to that of the Responsive Forest 
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Governance Initiative1, which argued that democratic representation takes place when a leader is responsive 

to the needs and aspirations of her or his community. In the RFGI definition, democracy occurs when leaders 

are responsive to their people, and the people under their jurisdiction are able to hold them to account. Our 

research reveals the limitations of “two ways of responsibilization” in processes of decentralization of forest 

governance and democratization efforts. For this reason, it is important to find ways to assess responsive 

governance in-country. In this paper, we argue in case of forest governance that democratic and responsive 

governance could challenge power relations so that citizens of the country in question are able to be 

responsive and responsible in the various governance processes.  In order for decentralization, the 

dispersing of power and functions, to be possible local level representation and administration capacity need 

to match the demands of the decentralized duties. The two ways of responsibilization, dispersing power and 

capacity building of decentralized forest government, have to be in balance.  

 

The right to the city and the making of disaster resilient communities 

Eija Meriläinen et al., Hanken School of Economics, Finland 

A disaster is a continuation of the status quo with a heightened intensity, that is, the main fabric of a disaster 

can be argued to be already weaved into the societal everyday (Woodhouse 2014; Elliot & Pais 2006). Who 

is affected by a disaster and how, is not a matter of chance. However, in the case of a disaster the focus 

tends to be drawn on the affected, rather than the societal inequality. The paper explores how 

governmental and non-governmental organizations and actors involved in disaster reconstruction in 

informal and low-income neighborhoods participate in the socio-material ‘making’ of resilient urban 

communities in a neoliberal urban context. It does so by studying the case of the Valparaíso fire of 2014 

that destroyed 3000 buildings and directly affected the lives of over 12000 people in Chile. A key finding of 

the study is that the aiding actors shaped the affected neighborhoods and their inhabitants into ‘resilient 

communities’ through (1) mobilizing disaster reconstruction aid mechanisms providing urban infrastructure, 

as well as through (2) calls for agency in learning and self-organization. This socio-material shaping, with its 

emphasis on self-organizing, echoes on the rhetorical level Lefebvre’s notions of the right to the city, yet in 

practice the responsibilization of the vulnerable populations implies a heavier burden on them. This clashes 

with Lefebvre’s visions for the urban. Lefebvre popularized the slogan ‘right to the city’ as a provoking 

demand arising from – and for – the marginalized (Marcuse 2012). The concept calls for radical 

democratization of cities, cities as self-organized political communities (Purcell 2013). In Latin America it took 

flight as a philosophical and political concept inspiring social mobilization (Fernandes 2007). The paper 

suggests that mobilizing Lefebvre’s notion of right to city in the discussions of urban resilience could help 

refocus the ‘resilient communities’ as loci of power. 

 

Enhancing social-ecological resilience in the human-altered small-scale fishery: A case Hilsa 

(Tenualosa ilisha) fishery in Bangladesh 

Mohammad Mozumde, Department of Environmental Science, University of Helsinki 

Hilsa (Tenualosa ilisha) is Bangladesh's most valuable species of fish- nutritionally, economically and 

culturally. However, the sustainability of this important fishery faces different threats and stressors due to 

global environmental changes including habitat destruction, biodiversity and ecosystem service loss, 

pollution and climate change.  Furthermore, existing fisheries governance mechanisms supports top-down 

management and at the same time, overlook the potential of local institutions to manage their resources. 

Hence the fishery challenges are complex, and an alternative management approach is necessary. This 

research aims to explore the effectiveness of a co-management approach in Hilsa fisheries to enhance the 

resilience of fishing communities. In doing so, it identifies the threats and stressors that causes the depletion 

of the Hilsa stocks, socio-economic and ecological consequences due to reduction of the Hilsa stocks and 

lost earnings, and management policies are adequate or not. The present study applies SES (Social-

ecological systems), resilience thinking and co-management theories and concepts to shape the research 
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and related interpretation. Empirical data are collected through in-depth individual interviews and focus group 

discussions on understanding the reasons behind the Hilsa stock depletions, the strengths and weaknesses 

of the existing Hilsa conservation and management policies in Bangladesh. The result shows that use of 

illegal net uses, juveniles and brood stock harvestings, improper fishing regulations and climate change 

issues are the major threats to the sustainability of the fishery. Socio-economic conditions of the fishers and 

other stakeholders are affected by the imposed ban period and inadequate allocation of incentives by the 

government, unequal distribution of power: practiced by the government and elites. Fisher urges to use of 

local ecological knowledge in the management plan, provide alternative income-generating activities during 

the crisis period and sharing responsibilities to manage the Hilsa fishery as a form of co-management, which 

eventually can enhance the resilience of the fishing communities.  

 

The importance of human capabilities to sustainable rural -urban migration 

Venla Niva, Water and Development Research Group, Aalto University, Finland 

Rural livelihoods are changing in the face of global and local environmental and economic change. These 

changes are tackled in a myriad of ways, of which migration is esteemed as one of the most efficient 

strategies for finding better income, jobs and quality of life.  

Environmental or economic perspectives on labour migration address a variety drivers, including 

resource scarcity, such as droughts, and their effects on national and local economy. These approaches, 

however, often exclude the social dimension, and thus fail to address the feasibility of migration in terms of 

where migrants settle and why: it is known that rural emigrants lack crucial skills and capabilities required to 

adsorb into urban workforce, and are likely to settle in the informal sector. This conflicts with the idea of 

migration as a strategy for seeking new and sustainable livelihoods, and rather exposes these migrants to 

more vulnerable environments. 

Hence, the aim of our review is to identify essential human capabilities and factors related to 

sustainable rural-urban migration, and to examine if they are included in different political and economic 

approaches influencing migration. We aim to identify these factors by systematically reviewing different 

biophysical, economic, political and social drivers by using the water security framework, which incorporates 

the idea of complex human-nature systems.  

Given that the number of migrants to urban areas and vulnerable informal settlements is growing 

rapidly, it is highly important to address the factors contributing to this trend. Moreover, this review opens a 

dialogue on how human capabilities interplay with the environmental, economic and social dimensions of 

migration, and how they can be addressed in order to manifest more sustainable forms of migration. 
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Chaired by Dr Sabaheta Ramcilovik-Suominen (University of Eastern Finland) 

Commentator: Prof Maria Brockhaus (University of Helsinki) 

 

Extensive empirical analysis of Green Development using sustainability window method for the 

ASEAN countries 

 

Jyrki Luukkanen, Noora Vähäkari, Jari Kaivo-oja & Mika Korkeakoski, Finland Futures Research Centre, 

Turku School of Economics, University of Turku 

 

Fast economic growth in the ASEAN countries has raised concerns about the sustainability of the 

development. The ASEAN countries are considerably different concerning their economic and social 

structures and development paths. Extensive empirical sustainability analysis reveals interesting 

observations concerning different ASEAN countries. Sustainability window is a new method to evaluate 

sustainable development simultaneously in all the three dimensions of sustainability in a coherent 

framework. Economic growth and its sustainability is an important issue. In the ASEAN region this issue is a 

vital challenge. Sustainability window analysis helps decision makers to assess whether their countries are 

on the way to better sustainability. The question of sustainability transition is a complex problem, where the 

three dimensions of sustainability require simultaneous analysis and reflection.  

This study is an extensive empirical analysis of sustainability window in the ASEAN countries . The study 

covers some key variables of sustainable development in the field of environmental and social development. 

The study indicates the maximum economic growth from environmental sustainability perspective and 

minimum economic growth from the social sustainability perspective. The analysis is carried out from the 

point of views of (1) strong sustainability, i.e. the absolute changes in environmental stress, and (2) weak 

sustainability, i.e. the change in the intensity of environmental stress. The study covers all the ASEAN region 

and a time period of 2006-2016. The empirical analysis is based on data of Sustainable Society Index (SSI) 

and the World Bank database. 

The analysis reveals that in many cases the development does not fulfil the criteria of s trong sustainable 

development, but weak sustainability criteria are often met. The results show some interesting findings 

considering sustainable transition paths in the ASEAN region. The results help the governments of the 

ASEAN region to reflect their sustainability policies. 

 

Fragmented Watershed: Negotiating Claims to Forest, Land and Water in the Nam Ngum River Basin 

in Lao PDR 

Yayoi Fujita Lagerqvist, School of Geosciences, The University of Sydney and Sithong Thongmanivong, 

Faculty of Forestry, National University of Laos 

With the transition from the planned to market economy in the 1990s, the competition for natural resources in 

Laos has intensified as private investors race to capture the country’s natural wealth including its forest, land 

and water. Although government has rapidly adopted modern legal framework and developed a plethora of 

legislations and regulatory framework such as integrated watershed and water resource management, 

tensions between government agencies, and other stakeholders continue to undermine effec tive protection 

of natural resources. This paper explores the competing claims to resources in one of the key river basin of 

the country, Nam Ngum river basin. It highlights the production of the river basin as socio-political space 

where wide range of stakeholders including the regional, national and local actors compete over rights and 

their legitimacy to manage and use resources.  The paper argues that despite nearly two decades of effort 
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by the regional and national authorities to promote integrated natural resource management, stakeholders 

continue to compete with one another to control resources. This has led to a regulatory vacuum, which 

enables for misallocation and over-extraction of resources, thereby accelerating deterioration of natural 

resource base. Historical examination of Nam Ngum river basin demonstrates the various face of the state 

and the increasingly fragmented resource governance that has led to the production of resource scarcity. 

The case highlights the inequitable and dynamic power relationship among stakeholders inhibiting effective 

resource management and the limitation of technical approach. Our study highlights the importance of 

facilitating dialogue across a wider range of stakeholders and working across scale and sectors over time to 

address key challenges of sustainably managing natural resources.  

Key words: Natural capital, governance, development, resource scarcity, river basin 

 

Policy Network Analysis of the EU FLEGT Voluntary Partnership Agreement in Laos 

Sabaheta Ramcilovik-Suominen, University of Eastern Finland, Marko Lovric, European Forest Institute, 

Hilary Smith, Latitude Forest Services, Kaisone Phengsopha, National University of Laos 

This paper maps the policy actors in the European Union’s Forest Law Enforcement Governance and Tarde 

(FLEGT) Action Plan and the Voluntary Partnership Agreement  (VPA) negotiation process in Laos. 

Specifically it assess policy actors’ policy preferences and inter-organizational relations, and models policy 

preferences that correspond to equilibrium of the power relations in the actor’s network.  The paper provides 

a useful framework for future analysis of policy networks and coalitions in the Lao FLEGT VPA. It also offers 

insightful policy recommendations concerning FLEGT policy design,  formulation and implementation, not 

only in Laos but also in Southeast Asia more broadly.  

Social Network Analysis (SNA) approach is used to analyse policy networks. A survey is employed, focusing 

on actors’ policy preference and their inter-organizational relations. The ‘actors’ are analytically framed at 

organizational level. Resource dependence framework is used to conceptualize inter-organizational 

relations. Inter-organizational power relations are conceptualized as resource-dependency, taking into 

account effects of mutual dependence. Formal social influence model is designed at the level of 

organization, where based on the actors’ policy preference and the network of power relations, the likely 

policy pathways in the Lao FLEGT VPA are outlined.  

A rather large policy network of fifty actors, or organsiations is considered. Actors include national and sub-

national governmental organisations – from central to village level, private sector, international and domestic 

civil society and mass organsiations, as well as international development agencies and donor community.  

 

Stakeholder participation in the national REDD+ climate policies – from consultation towards 

empowerment? 

Korhonen-Kurki, K 1., Pham Thu, T2., Maharani, C2., Moeliono, M.2 Gebara, M F 2,  Yakusheva, N., and 

Brockhaus, M 1. 

1 University of Helsinki, Finland, 2Center for International Forestry Research, CIFOR, Indonesia 

Reducing emissions through avoided deforestation and forest degradation (REDD+) has evolved as an 

important emission reduction mechanism especially in forest-rich tropical countries. REDD+ has been 

criticized to be a top-down mechanism, dominated by the global organizations, and repeating the 

approaches of previous forest conservation attempts where local actors’ voices were poorly heard. However, 

according to previous qualitative comparative analysis in 13 REDD+ countries by the authors (Korhonen-

Kurki et al 2014, Brockhaus et al 2016), REDD+ policy formulation processes were described to be 

“inclusive” by the various stakeholder groups, including representatives of the local people. Moreover, in 

some of the studied countries, REDD+ national policy formulation process was seen to represent the most 
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inclusive climate program of the country, at least at the national level, and several forms of participation were 

implemented. In this paper, we build on the previous studies (Korhonen-Kurki et al 2014, Brockhaus et al 

2016) and in total 220 semi-structured interviews conducted in 2012 and 2016 in Brazil (68), Vietnam (50) 

and Indonesia (104) among the key actors in the national level. We aim to investigate how the perception of 

the participation in the REDD+ policy processes at the national level has changed over time in three 

countries, namely Indonesia, Vietnam and Brazil, and analyse the reasons for the possible changes. We 

argue that participation is justified by the arguments of procedural justice – referring to issues of inclusivity, 

and representation in the processes of governance at the nation level as well as by the distributive justice – 

relating to how REDD+ impacts and benefits are being shared. We build our analysis on the concepts of 

nonparticipation, consultation, engagement and empowerment where consultation concerns about the 

questions being heard, engagement of shared actions and goals and empowerment of processes of 

transformation. The results of the study shows that consultation was one of the most dominant ways to talk 

about participation in REDD+.  In Indonesia, the way the key actors describe the participation in REDD+ 

process remained more or less the same from 2010 to 2016. In Brazil, in 2010 there were great involvement 

in REDD+ processes and even various expressions of empowerment but in 2016 nonparticipation was 

considerably high. However, share of actors that had been engaging with REDD+ had more or less remained 

the same. It can be said that REDD+ arena had polarized with those in and those out of the process. In 

Vietnam, there has been a slight change towards more inclusiveness.  

References: 

Brockhaus, M., Korhonen-Kurki, M. K., Sehring, J., DiGreggio, M., Assembe-Mvondo, S., Babon, A., Bekele, 

M., Gebara, M. F., Dil Bahadur, D., Kambire, H., Kengoum, F., Kweka, D., Menton, M., Moeliono, M., Paudel, 

N. S., Thu Pham, T., Pradnja Resosudarmo, I. A., Sitoe, A., Wunder, S. & Zida, M. 2016 REDD+, 

transformational change and the promise of performance-based payments: a qualitative comparative 

analysis  Climate Policy  

Korhonen-Kurki, K., Sehring, J., Brockhaus, M. and Digreggio, M. (2014). Enabling factors for establishing 

REDD+ in a context of weak governance: A Qualitative Comparative Analysis. Climate Policy 14 (2): 167-

186. 

 

Social inclusion and deliberation in response to REDD+ in community forestry: Evidence from 

Nepal´s Terai region. 

Bishnu Prasad Devkota, University of Eastern Finland, Joensuu, Finland 

 

Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+) in developing countries is an 

emerging policy instruments, not only because it is a means of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, but also 

because of its potentiality to sustainable use of forest resources and livelihoods with improved forest 

governance. This study explores how REDD+ through the principle of social inclusion enhance deliberation 

for the less powerful and deprived users in community forestry. For the study, eighty one in-depth interviews 

were conducted in two community forest user groups in Nepal. After the implementation of REDD+, deprived 

communities have secured their position in decision making structures. Community forests are better 

managed, transparent and responsible towards global objective of sustainable forest management. After the 

implementation of REDD+, there have been positive changes in the working modality of the community 

leaders, but the institutional and social benefits of REDD+ have not trickled down to the community level. 

Though the representation of poor, Dalit and marginalized communities in key decision making position has 

increased, it has so far failed to influence the decisions in their favour.  Deliberation has been effective, and 

the users are facilitated by the committee leaders. The power of local politics has negatively influenced the 

management of community forests. The study recommends that for better deliberation, social inclusion 

should be adopted as the necessary condition in community fores try.  

Key words: Community forestry, decision making, deliberation, REDD+, social inclusion.   

 

 



15 
 

Struggling for Citizenship in Decentralized Forest Management in Rural Burkina Faso 

Karambiri Mawa, Brockhaus Maria. 

Citizenship is the ability to stand and influence those who govern. While constantly being contested and 

negotiated, participation and policy responses to people’s claims are critical to ensure citizenship and make 

forest governance interventions meaningful to those affected. We examine the effects of policy process, 

articulation of problems, policy responses to such articulation and how this contributes to driver, incentives 

and patterns of citizenship in rural Burkina Faso. We focus on the case study of a participatory forest 

management project implementation that induced a land identity conflict in Lalgaye municipality. Using 

qualitative research methods and social identity approach, we argue that claim making through identity 

conflict weakens citizenship, fragments belonging and identity when the claim making fails to meet its 

intended objective. Our results show that land use changes introduced by the forest management project 

resulted in loss of farmlands of mainly “first comers” and “late comers” migrants as opposed to autochthones. 

While the “late comers” migrants accepted the land use changes and moved from the forest area, the “first 

comers” migrants well integrated in the area as citizens contested the forest land demarcation and further 

engage in claims for accountability and struggles for their citizenship rights. Various means running from 

magic, making up stories about the leaders, threatening leaders, violence, election, etc. were mobilized and 

used by the stakeholders. This resulted in changes in leader’s authority in the local arena, the exclusion of 

the stakeholders that failed in their claims from social life and forest management activities and in contrast 

the inclusion of those that received satisfactory responses to their claims. These dynamics have led to 

fragmentation in belonging and identity and the emergence of a new and marginalized “class of citizens”, 

here called “les délocalisés” (those relocated from the forest). Claims for citizenship when unsuccessful yield 

denies of citizenship.     

Key words: Citizenship, Claim making, Accountability, Forest management project, Burkina Faso.  

 

Engendering collaborative forest management in selected protected areas in Cameroon: Reality 

versus Ideas  

Yvonne Kiki Nchanji, University of Eastern Finland  

Nowadays, one cannot talk about addressing forest-related issues without involving the social dimensions 

related to it, for it is said “the fate of forest people is as important as that of the biological resources on which 

these people depend”. In developing countries, forest resource governance and management has 

undergone many profound changes in the past century. For example this management/governance system 

has changed from a central state system of control to a community-based approach and presently a 

collaborative management approach which is a co-constructed governance system. An ethnographic study 

was carried out for three months in the Korup National Park which, aims to address natural resource 

governance structure in national parks and seeks to understand how it affects the socio-political reality of the 

people as they manage the resources in their environment. Preliminary findings show that despite the 

changes in management systems over time, the forest management process in this protected area is still a 

top-down approach wherein,  communities are not directly involved in the decision making process. Rather, 

committees - such as the village forest management committee (VFMC) - created via the co-management 

concept, are a medium through which communities are informed and directed on what to do by the park 

management - which is the Ministry of Forestry and Wildlife (MINFOF). This shows that though forest 

management and governance has changed on paper over the past years, in reality a centralised state 

system is still operational in national parks in Cameroon. I recommend that the community via the VFMC be 

actively involved in the decision making process, so the voice of the community can be an integral part of 

resource management in national parks. 

  



16 
 

Working Group D: 

An Indigenous Understanding of Sustainability 

Chaired by Assistant Professor Pirjo Kristiina Virtanen and Dr Laura Siragusa 

 

Small Scale Mining in an Indigenous Community in Northern Philippines  

Corazon L. Abansi and Santos José O. Dacanay III, University of the Philippines 

The paper presents a case study of small scale mining (SSM) in an indigenous community in Northern 

Philippines. The research documents gold as it undergoes a fascinating transformation from a seam in the 

ground to the hands of the consumer—as jewelry, part of an everyday product like a mobile phone or 

medical device, or as an investment. During this journey, the conversion is tracked and analyzed using the 

value chain approach—from an unprocessed ore and almost indistinguishable from a worthless rock—to a 

pure, valuable metal recognized the world over for its intrinsic value and cultural significance. The paper 

traces the legal definitions of SSM and tests the practice of mining in the study area on whether these follow 

legal and technical criteria and conditions. The paper likewise presents the contributions and correlates of 

mining-related and macroeconomic variables as context of the value chain analysis. Though subject to 

sustainability issues and debate, stakeholders acknowledged the SSM sector’s critical contribution as a 

source of subsistence livelihood of the people as well as an important marker of the people’s identity, culture 

and tradition.  

Keywords: Small scale mining, scale economies, value chain, indigenous community, Philippines  

  

Welfare Rituals and Indigenous principles of Sustainability in Northern Philippines  

Leah Abayao, Cordillera Studies Center, University of the Philippines Baguio 

Indigenous communities have been pivotal in the management of Philippines’ natural resources. Resource 

management has been deeply embedded in the community’s view and practice of ensuring welfare. In 

northern Philippines’ Indigenous communities, rituals and traditional observances, are important welfare 

traditions that continue to endure change and evolve into new forms to fit the configurations of life. This 

paper will look into the case of a community in which welfare rituals and related observances embody 

sustainability principles in regulating gold extraction following small scale mining (SSM). The rituals form part 

of the customary laws that are practiced alongside governmental rules.  The community have managed to 

use both the customary system and the state institutions to their advantage. They practice their rituals and 

traditional observances often to uphold customary principles in which they desire long term benefits.   

Traditional leaders, especially women, invoked traditions and enacted policies at the village level in order to 

regulate SSM. Debates and tensions occurred as members of the community increasingly experience the 

limits of subsistence agriculture and explored livelihoods that promised monetary benefits. Traditional 

authorities lamented on their struggles in implementing traditional observances and ritual practice, and 

younger generations including those involved in SSM argue that some customary principles no longer fit into 

the thriving village life where mix economy is practiced.   

Contestations transpire in communities as they find ways to come to terms with their environs and their 

changing economic system. This case demonstrate a new challenge into sustainability talks especially in 

village determined development, and into what James C. Scott (2009) once argued, that “living in the villages 

is a choice that people make intentionally avoiding regulations and conscriptions, and essentially enjoy 

freedom from state impositions”.  
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Climate-Smart Landscapes in Southern Africa 

Antti Erkkilä, Senior Researcher, Geographical and Historical Studies, University of Eastern Finland 

In the Cuvelai Basin, in the border area of southern Angola and northern Namibia, a traditional Owambo 

homestead is placed within the cultivated field, and relocated every second or more years within the same 

field area. Relocation of the homestead, locally known as oludilu, means pulling up thousands of poles and 

carrying them several tens of metres to a new place. The homestead is rebuilt on a new site reusing old 

construction materials as well as freshly cut poles, new millet stalks and grass wherever needed. Oludilu has 

been a predominant, customary farming system to increase soil fertility and crop production, and it is still 

commonly practiced in sparsely populated areas where woody resources are abundant.  Traditional 

homesteads provide a favourable environment for the germination and growth of indigenous fruit trees due to 

the fact that seedlings are protected from browsing animals. When a homestead is relocated, trees are left 

growing on the old housing site. The practice of oludilu will gradually cease due to the establishment of 

permanent farm infrastructure. This paper discusses whether oludilu is a climate-smart indigenous farming 

system. 

 

“Indigenous concepts of arts sustainability in contemporary music, dance and theatre: Cases from 

Indigenous Canada and Sápmi”  

Klisala Harrison, University of Helsinki (Musicology/Ethnomusicology) 

Based on years of interviews with Indigenous Canadian and Sámi artists working in music, dance and 

theatre, the paper examines how Indigenous artists understand “sustainability” within contemporary artistic 

expressions. Although historical Indigenous arts suffered considerable setbacks during forced cultural 

assimilation in colonial Canada and the Nordic countries, cultural revivals since the 1950s and 60s have 

blossomed into Indigenous arts industries. Within Indigenous arts studies, though, there has been little 

consideration about how ideas of “Indigenous sustainability” might be relevant to modern Indigenous 

performing arts that, in practice, build on historical arts expressions from pre-colonial times often in highly 

creative and cosmopolitan ways—sometimes incorporating Indigenous art forms from widespread 

international origins. The contemporary performers, composers, choreographers and playwrights that I 

interviewed for the research project “Sustainability and Indigenous Aesthetics: Musical Responses of Loss 

and Survival in Sámi and Native Canadian Theatre” focus not only on replicating sounded, danced and 

storied expressions of their ancestral heritages, but also on performing philosophies about the Indigenous 

ways of being that they understand those heritages to involve. They develop new means of sustaining artistic 

ways of being within contemporary performance expressions intended for either or both Indigenous and 

mixed-ethnicity audiences, often with a contemporary political message, sometimes engaging the Indigenous 

rights movement. This paper is organized around the following questions: How has the social differentiation 

of suppressive cultural assimilation policies given way to Indigenous concepts and practicing of “Indigenous 

arts sustainability”? How do Indigenous artists in Sápmi and Canada conceptualize arts sustainability in their 

own words, regarding contemporary arts performances that they create? What are today’s international 

trends, for example involving political aspects of Indigenous arts sustainability? The paper will consider 

methodological questions as well, about potential stumbling blocks (or lack thereof) when scholars and 

artists theorize together in said Indigenous contexts. 

 

Skolt Sami environmental sustainability 

Panu Itkonen, Arctic Center 

My presentation deals with sustainable use of natural resources and collaboration between indigenous 

communities, scholars and state officials. My current research projects among the Skolt Sami of Inari 

Northern Finland analyzes partly these issues and is at its final stages. I have used both qualitative and 

quantitative methodology in my study, and I am going to present some empirical results to support my 
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conclusions. I approach environmental sustainability here from two perspectives: experienced rules and 

knowledge of sustainability. I claim that in both these dimensions, rules and sustainability, a gap exists 

between Skolt Sami and representatives of research sector and state administration. The analysis of the 

rules of nature usage starts with a comparison between the old Suenjel village and the present Skolt Sami 

people of Inari. The current situation I characterize by two kinds of rule comprehensions among the Skolt 

Sami, making use of Ruth Benedict’s (1966) concept “cultural ethos”. Furthermore, I look at environmental 

rules shortly in the light of legal pluralism. The handling of sustainability starts with Skolt Sami 

understandings of it, and goes on with the Skolt Samis’ evaluations of sustainability understandings of 

different groups. Moreover, I show sustainability attitudes in connection to Skolt Sami fishing, nature traffic, 

and placement of buildings in nature. Usually the Skolt Sami experience extractive industries as threats to 

their culture. However, utilitarian ways to treat natural resources have influenced also them, not to mention 

the effects on state administration. I argue, nevertheless, that in sustainability issues, it is possible to make 

the gap narrower and shallower between the Skolt Sami and representatives of state administration and 

research institutions. Finally, I present ways to advance sustainable use of natural resources in Inari and 

collaboration between the Skolt Sami, scholars and state administration.  

 

Epistemicide through fragmentation and valuation in the Finnish Sámi homeland 

Tiina Jääskeläinen, Doctoral student, Hanken School of Economics, Management & Organisation 

According to Boaventura de Sousa Santos, modern Western thinking is an abyssal thinking consisting of a 

system of distinctions between the visible and the invisible. These distinctions are established through 

radical lines that divide social reality into two realms, the realm of “this side of the line” and “the other side of 

the line”. “The other side of the line” vanishes as reality and knowledge, while becomes produced as non -

existent through the logics of regulation/emancipation and appropriation/violence. These logics are enacted 

through every-day organizational practices of fragmentation and valuation. As a topical and insidious version 

of abyssal thinking, the paradigm of appropriation/violence is gaining more presence inside the paradigm of 

regulation/emancipation.  

The aim of this paper is to describe how abyssal thinking and colonial relations are enacted today through 

organizational practices. I take the local way of being (existential justice) and knowing (epistemic justice) as 

the starting point of the study. I explore the ways in which local realities, ways of using the land and 

knowledges become treated in the permit processes and a policy planning process. The study is located in a 

reindeer herding community in the Finnish Sámi homeland during a conflict on the extent  of mining activities. 

How do the claims made by reindeer herders, based on their realities and knowledges, become treated by 

different organisations along the procedures? To what extent does these procedures actualize the rise of the 

paradigm of appropriation/violence inside the paradigm of regulation/emancipation?  

The study departs from relational approach, according to which nomadic and modern ways of being and 

knowing differ, but the parts of which are in many ways connected. Yet, clear binaries between the nomadic 

and the settlers cannot be drawn. I adopt decolonizing methodology, which contains ethical guidelines for 

non-indigenous researchers. The empirical material consists of fieldwork in the Sámi homeland, 

communications between me and some members of the community, interviews with different organizations 

and a vast body of document sources. 

This study contributes to recent calls to decolonize the Western knowledge-production, while attempting to 

create an epistemological break and space for wider political landscapes of emancipation and liberation 

beyond Western modernity. 
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A decolonial feminist perspective on sustainable development and climate change in South India: 

Indigenous social movements struggling for food sovereignty   

Christine Loew, Rhein-Waal University of Applied Sciences 

In 2007 India has introduced a National Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) that aims at achieving a 

sustainable development path that combines economic and ecologic objectives. As the document implies, 

groups that will mostly be effected by an surface temperature, increasing monsoon rainfall and extreme 

weather events are indigenous groups, pastoralists and rural groups, because they depend upon agriculture 

and forestry for their livelihoods. Although the NAPCC emphasizes as goal “protecting poor and vulnerable 

section of society through an inclusive and sustainable development strategy, sensitive to climate change“ 

(NAPCC: 2) many civil society organizations have argued that most of the climate change instruments violate 

the rights to access, use and control land, forests, non-timber products and biodiversity of forest people. New 

climate change mechanisms are also used to diminish the self-determination and democratic decision 

structures of village councils (gram sabha) about the community resources. However, due to the more than a 

century old struggles of indigenous people (adivasis) in India social networks have organized around the 

issue of a sustainable local and democratic development that resists the top-down projects from the 

government together with regional forest departments. Food Sovereignty Alliance (Hyderabad) has been 

crucial in mobilizing against forest governance that oppresses and exploits different rural communities. 

Moreover they have developed autonomous climate change adaption projects, e.g. the Savara Adivasi life 

cycle that documents the change within natural environment in the last years in order to help people 

accommodate to climate changes for their existence.  

Starting from these developments my paper will analyze from a feminist postcolonial view how the 

indigenous movements question the dominant model of sustainable growth and development articulated by 

the Indian government. Secondly I am describing the role of gender relations and the relevance of 

positioning the different actors in the formation of a social movement for Food sovereignty. Thirdly I want to 

demonstrate that indigenous concepts of sustainability, food sovereignty and climate protection are opposing 

the state’s idea of inclusive growth, which is based on modernization, industrialization and urbanization. On 

the contrary, I will argue that it is indigenous models for development by adivasis, pastoralist and small 

farmers that represents a truly sustainable way of producing, working and living.   

 

Aboriginal conceptions of the forest in the Soy era: frontiers of deforestation in the Argentine Chaco  

Heike Schaumberg, University of Reading, UK 

While this paper is part of a wider research project on the social and political repercussions of deforestation 

and is in its early preparatory stages for fieldwork in the Argentine Chaco, it draws on a preliminary literature 

review as well as several earlier fieldwork trips I carried out for various academic and educational purposes 

over the past two decades. Thus, instead of providing the answers, this paper will offer hypotheses on the 

tensions arising between the dominant sustainability discourse and aboriginal conceptions of the forest, their 

ancestral ‘home’ and the land to which they belong. This definition of belonging implies a conception that 

opposes capitalist property rights as enshrined in national law and the country’s constitution, and which has 

increasingly become the subject of aboriginal contestations also in the Argentine Chaco. This is a frontier 

region par excellence in geo-political, political, socio-economic, ethnic, class, extractive industrial, agricultural 

and environmental/ climatic terms. It is also the tropical forest region which in this current millennium 

experiences the most intensive rate of deforestation anywhere in the world. While diverse local communities 

are variously affected by this trend, this paper will focus on the aboriginal responses to deforestation 

resulting especially from advancing Soy expansion, largely responsible for this rapid intensification of 

deforestation. Of particular interest here is the potential for contradictions to emerge from exploitative and 

mostly seasonal capital-labour relations involving aboriginal people in large-scale agricultural production, 

typically during harvest. In line with larger trends in Latin America in general, recent years have seen 

qualitative and quantitative advances in aboriginal collective organisation of dissent and contestations over 
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land that test conceptual and practical articulations of sustainability. This paper aims to identify the dynamics 

between these macro-economic trends, collective organisation and aboriginal conceptions of the forest that 

intrinsically challenge simplistic notions of sustainability.  
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Working Group E: 

Paradigms of Development, and Sustainability – Locating Politics and Colonial 

Continuities 

Chaired by Marjaana Jauhola, Paola Minoia and Aili Pyhälä (University of Helsinki) 

 

Re-Mapping the Two-Way Relationship between Climate Change and Schooling  

Susan Ress (Humboldt-Universität Berlin), Nancy Kendall (University of Wisconsin-Madison) & Sophia 

Friedson-Ridenour (University of Wisconsin-Madison) 

There is global recognition that climate change and environmental degradation threaten the wellbeing and 

survival of the human species (Rockström et al., 2009), and that the threats associated with these changes 

are unevenly distributed across geographical space, human populations, and plant, animal, bacterial, and 

viral species (Githeko, Lindsay, Confalonieri, and Patz, 2000). International frameworks like the 2015 Paris 

Accord and Sustainable Development Goals call for a multi-sectoral response to these threats. In response, 

schools around the world are increasingly tasked with fostering conservation-focused and sustainable 

development (UNESCO, 2017) norms, ideals, and practices in students. So far, however, school system 

responses to climate change consist mostly of curriculum-based interventions developed with support from 

Global North funders. Education scholars must engage critically with this limited understanding of the role of 

schooling, and the funding mechanisms for climate change education, for two main reasons. First, schools 

have historically encouraged students to strive for a ‘modern’, ‘civilized’ future that is urban-centric, 

linguistically elitist, and focused on white-collar jobs (Serpell, 2010) and unsustainable consumption (Quist 

2001). This kind of schooling is unlikely to support the significant changes in human/planetary interactions 

that most scientists and international organizations claim will be necessary for the survival of human and 

other species; yet, curriculum-focused responses, particularly those funded by the Global North, do not 

generally challenge the underlying rationales of this model of schooling or the global hierarchies of power 

implied in these discourses of “modernity”. Second, curriculum-focused responses are not likely to result in 

the system-wide reforms that climate change will require. The paper proposes a student -centered research 

framework (e.g., Katz 2004; Levison, deGraff, and Dungumaro, 2017), that roots a re-mapping of the 

complex relationships among human and planetary wellbeing and school systems in the perceptions, 

experiences, and aspirations of youth in communities that are heavily impacted by environmental change.  

 

Responsible Colonial Continuities: The financialization and responsibilization of development aid 

Johanna Järvelä (University of Helsinki) and Nikodemus Solitander (Hanken School of Economics) 

The private sector emphasis in development aid is increasingly visible and normalized both as policy choice 

and development aid praxis. This private sector “turn” is jus t one example of a larger financialization of 

society, indicating an “increasing role of financial motives, financial markets, financial actors and financial 

institutions” in the operation of domestic and international economies." (Epstein 2003, p.5). In t his paper we 

are particularly interested in the role of the state in operationalizing and accelerating the financialization of 

development aid through new forms of finance, such as export credits and state sponsored financial 

instruments like development finance funds and private equity funds, and a reconfiguration of responsibilities 

of actors such as private firms, development finance institutions (DFIs) and other (quasi) state actors.  

Earlier research has shown that the marriage between development and capital gains enforces colonial ties 

and maintains power asymmetries (Langan 2011), takes the corporate viewpoint in framing development 

needs (Richey&Ponte 2014) and cause adverse effects like land grabs (Borras & Franco 2013), while 

upkeeping asymmetric trade relations between Western and APC countries (Langan 2011). It has also led to 

operationalizing development at a distance (Bracking 2012), where an increased number of actors, 



22 
 

investments and mechanisms are inserted between the state and their investment impacts in local 

communities in developing regions.  

As a way to construct of the societal benefits and the benign development effects and legitimize 

financialization and privatization of aid to larger groups of stakeholders, we see an increased use corporate 

social responsibility (CSR) and other forms of private, voluntary governance mechanisms. CSR is used both 

as a win-win discourse, but also as a vocabulary to measure, value social and the environmental impacts, 

thus further accelerating the processes financialization. The CSR narratives, however, can stand at odds 

with the impacts of financialization development aid, where conflicts related to e.g. human rights, land rights 

or indigenous rights are fueled and triggered by large scale investments by International Finance Institutions 

(IFI).  

It is in these cases of development conflict, our paper looks at 1) effects of financialization on development 

aid 2) how IFI standards and CSR discourse in general are used as legitimizating the private turn and 

constructing 'win-win' naratives. We will look at especially the case of Free and Prior Consent (FPIC) and 

Binding Treaty on Transnational Companies, and how different actors engage in discursive struggle to define 

the rights, duties and the level of regulation in the conflict situations. As empirical setting we look at Nordic 

DFIs with a particular focus on the Finnish state-owned DFI, Finnfund. 

 

Between Europeanization and decolonization: a case study of the EU-ACP trade relations evolution 

Oskar Chmiel (University of Wrocław) 

The study focuses on the EU (European Union) - ACP (African, Caribbean, and Pacific states) cooperation, 

attempting to explain the way in which the EU and its Member States (MS) formulated a common, 

development-oriented trade policy towards the associated African states. While the most recent trade 

cooperation framework of the Economic Partnership Agreements between the EU and the ACP countries 

has been highly controversial and oftentimes liken to the colonial and neo-colonial dependency relations, it 

may prove useful to explain the foundations of the EU’s trade cooperation with Africa. This study assumes 

that the process of Europeanization of France's trade relations with its African colonies has contributed to 

maintaining the institutional persistence of the colonial heritage in the later commercial relations between the 

EU and the ACP states. More specifically, a former colonial power could use the process of Europeanization 

at the initial stage of European integration, to safeguard particular interests and to influence the shape of the 

European Economic Community’s (EEC) relation with African states (bottom -up dimension). Simultaneously, 

the process resulted in projecting the interests, institutions, norms, and practices of the former metropolis at 

the supranational level, thereby shaping European agenda and petrifying colonial modus operandi. From the 

other hand, as the Europeanization has many faces, the postcolonial dependency could be interrupted with 

considerable influence from the EEC (top-down dimension), which rebuilt imperial interests and introduced 

new ways of managing France's relations with African states. The research draws on the historical 

institutionalism theory and examines the Euro-African trade relations as regards the Treaty of Rome 

negotiations, the decolonization process and the Yaoundé Conventions provisions (1957-1975). 

Conclusively, the study attempts to rethink the effects of the past decisions on the current EU-ACP trade 

relations. 

 

Can We ‘Transform Our World’ Without Affecting International Power Relations? A Political Analysis 

of the United Nations Development Agenda 

Juan Telleria (University of the Basque Country and Essex UK) 

The Millennium Development Goals and Sustainable Development Goals are the most recent episodes of a 

development endeavour started by the UN after WWII. This article conducts a discourse analysis of the UN 

development agenda, drawing on Laclau and Mouffe’s work. It examines the political and philosophical 

assumptions behind these goals and explains the internal contradictions of the agenda. In this way, the 
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article highlights the political dimension beneath the supposedly neutral plan of action of the UN. I discuss 

two main findings. First, the assumptions underlying the UN development agenda limit its ability to 

satisfactorily understand the causes of the problems it aims to overcome. Second, these assumptions restrict 

the political debate about underdevelopment and exclude alternative perspectives on the problem. As a 

result, the article portrays the UN’s agenda as a power-laden project that limits political debate and hinders 

an effective plan of action to truly ‘transform our world’.  

 

‘Getsita Ginibata’/Image Building: Representation and Development Discourse in Ethiopia 

Fisseha Fantahun Tefera (Lund University) 

Research conducted on the representation of the 1984/85 famine of Ethiopia and other disasters in Africa in 

general and how that affected the country’s/continent’s image focus on understanding how the 

representation affects the construction of stereotypic image of Ethiopia,and Africa in general. These studies 

are limited in scope, focusing only on how the representations have resulted in negative stereotypes and 

images and how that resulted in a negative attitude towards the developing world. In this paper, an attempt is 

made to further look into the influence of this representation in shaping the internal/local current development 

discourses, taking the case of Ethiopia. By borrowing the concepts of ‘problematization of poverty’ and 

‘regimes of representation’ from the work of Escobar (2011), and by employing a discourse analysis of data 

on current Ethiopia, an attempt is made to understand the relationship between the representation of the 

country through the images of victims and how that representation shapes and influences the perceptions 

and actions of development internally. 

Through analysis of the strategic plan documents of the country and the resulting practical development 

works and discourses in the country, this paper argues that the current development discourse in Ethiopia 

can be viewed as a reaction to the ‘image’ of the country rather than targeting the actual development needs 

of societies. It is also argued that the role of the humanitarian relief/aid agencies, in addition to the media, in 

constructing this ‘image’ by representing the country through the use of the victims of the 1984/85 famine is 

also significant. 

 

Bastard Climate Politics. Exploring the seeds of emergent post-neoliberal, decolonized and 

emancipatory climate action 

Giovanni Bettini (Lancaster University) 

This paper engages with emerging, non-mainstream, grassroots forms of climate engagement and 

subjectivities. The epochal challenge posed by climate change makes this task urgent, not least as it is 

unlikely that incisive and just climate action will come from institutionalized climate policy. Critical social 

science scholarship offers a bleak diagnosis of current dominant modes of climate politics. It has been 

convincingly showed that dominant discourses on climate change largely emanate from Northern scientific, 

economic and political agendas, mirroring and reproducing postcolonial relations, and have a strongly 

neoliberal character – in line with the evolution of much Northern environmentalism. The achievements of 

international negotiations have been at best ethereal, and the dominance of neoliberal policy paradigms 

prefigures many situations in which climate action, on top of being ineffective, will exacerbate existing 

inequalities. In this respect, the politics of climate change can be seen as a synecdoche for the direction the 

broader mainstream politics of sustainability have taken. 

This paper explores the conditions of possibility for and the seeds of emerging ‘bastard climate politics’ – 

engagements autonomous from institutional processes, illegible through the traditional lens of the N-S binary 

or the environmentalist tradition, emancipatory and decolonized, not aligned with the hegemony currently 

exercised by neoliberal discourses. Seeds of what I call ‘bastard climate politics exist, and can be found in a 

growing number of grassroots practices and initiatives – often out of the spotlight, generally hidden in 

everyday practices and struggles enacted by those identified as ‘vulnerable’ and ‘marginalized’. These 
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everyday forms of climate action are increasingly – although not without tensions – crossing paths with social 

movements and finding allies in the transnational struggles of peasants in the global South, indigenous 

populations, labour unions, people of colour, feminist movements. Building on geographical and political 

theory, and drawing on a number of examples, this paper develops a conceptual matrix to sketch the 

contours of emerging ‘bastard climate politics’, and investigate their limits and scope for success. 

 

Problematizing Development; The Case of the Ghana Decent Work Programme  

Benedict Arko (University of Bayreuth) 

This study is about how the techniques of development problematization employed by international 

development agencies working in the global south generate hegemonic relations. The study is a discourse 

analysis on the development problematization of the Ghana Decent Work Programme, an initiative of the 

International Labour Organization implemented between 2003 and 2010. Development problematization was 

one of the key tools used by the International Labour Organization for programme legitimation. Legitimacy 

for the programme was pursued through the construction of a knowledge/power asymmetry between the 

International Labour Organization and the intended beneficiaries. This goal was pursued through persuasion 

and credibility seeking. Techniques of persuasion used included the elaboration of statistical data to project 

the deficiencies in the Ghanaian economy while at the same time minimizing data on the economic progress. 

Logically sequenced argumentation is used to present a ‘from problem-to-solution’ narrative when the 

reverse was the case. The argumentation was reinforced through the presentation of multiple data on the 

same issue. Credibility was sought using adjectival embellishments in reference to International Labour 

Organization’s capabilities and diminutions in reference to the intended beneficiaries. An inclusive narrative 

was constructed through programme ownership gifting to the intended beneficiaries. Actors at the receiving 

end of the initiative in reaction, represent themselves to fit these pre-constructed categories in the 

development problematization. This enabled an interface with the International Labour Organization as they 

pursue interests not always conforming to programme goals. This initiated hegemonic relations which was 

maintained as long as the programme served the interests of the supposed beneficiaries. The study 

advocates for a co-production of the development problem between international development agencies and 

intended beneficiaries based on subsidiarity. 

 

How to support - and write about - Cambodian garment workers’ ability to eat and to speak?  

Anna Salmivaara (University of Helsinki) 

In the global garment industry, labour rights regulation is increasingly privatized under corporate social 

responsibility (CSR) and other forms of non-state regulation. Against these standards, NGO networks 

engage in “naming and shaming” campaigns to claim accountability from businesses. This “business and 

human rights model” to labour rights has, however, been criticized as depoliticizing and patronizing, as it 

tends to shift the struggles over labour rights away from the Southern streets and shop-floors, to the Global 

North. Trade unions are replaced by Northern NGOs in representing workers. As an alternative approach to 

labour rights is promoted by the global labour movement. Their “industrial relations approach” foc uses on 

structured negotiations, or social dialogue between employers and employees, based on the voice and 

representation of workers by trade unions.  

Drawing on approaches from legal anthropology, the paper examines these apparent alternatives from the 

perspectives of Cambodian garment workers. The Cambodian independent unions have successfully built 

new strategies drawing on both types of alliances. I argue that Cambodian activists’ attitudes are ambivalent. 

They have doubts about global unions’ emphasis  on unity of the labour movement – seen as a condition to 

strengthening voice and “ability to speak” – and have different strategic interests. This is related to 

underlying Eurocentric and ahistorical assumptions of the model, and its blindness to context.  The paper 

wants to emphasize the political nature of local context and focuses on power relations.  
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Neocolonialism in the academic and policymaking communities: the ideology of utopia  

Michael Keaney (Metropolia Business School) 

The emergence of what became known as the Washington Consensus in the 1980s led to the imposition of 

“one-size-fits-no-one” structural adjustment packages across the “Third World” by the International Monetary 

Fund and World Bank. This was in stark contrast to the previous decade’s  proclamation of a New 

International Economic Order that would free the Third World from the domination of either the United States 

or the Soviet Union. Instead, earlier state-led import substitution industrialisation models of development 

were sidelined in favour of a neoliberal prescription that was applied with even greater rigour than that 

administered to the countries ultimately responsible for its implementation. The results brought little 

development and much hardship for the local populations. The debacles of Russia’s “shock therapy” and the 

Asian Crisis in the 1990s severely damaged the credibility of the Washington Consensus, whose 

practitioners began to adopt models and policies that recognized the importance of institutions and, in 

particular, the role of “state effectiveness”. 

Nevertheless, this formal recognition of the limitations of neoliberal orthodoxy has been largely cosmetic. 

The attractions and inducements of an elite “Western” education remain evident in the enrolment and 

sponsorship of foreign students in elite universities’ economics and business studies programmes, and the 

offer of status-enhancing and lucrative appointments in international organisations or the same elite 

universities, following graduation. The employment of elite universities as factories for the production and 

global distribution of professional economists, social scientists and business executives places significant 

limits on the abilities of local political economies to design and implement development policies of their own 

making and choosing. Instead the ideological straitjacket of “business as usual”, administered by however 

“diverse” a cadre of practitioners, remains in place.  

 

A decolonial feminist perspective on sustainable development and climate change in South India: 

Indigenous social movements struggling for food sovereignty  

Christine Loew (Fakultät Gesellschaft und Ökonomie Rhine-Waal) 

In 2007 India has introduced a National Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) that aims at achieving a 

sustainable development path that combines economic and ecologic objectives. As the document implies, 

groups that will mostly be effected by an surface temperature, increasing monsoon rainfall and extreme 

weather events are indigenous groups, pastoralists and rural groups, because they depend upon agriculture 

and forestry for their livelihoods. Although the NAPCC emphasizes as goal “protecting poor and vulnerable  

section of society through an inclusive and sustainable development strategy, sensitive to climate change“ 

(NAPCC: 2) many civil society organizations have argued that most of the climate change instruments violate 

the rights to access, use and control land, forests, non-timber products and biodiversity of forest people. New 

climate change mechanisms are also used to diminish the self-determination and democratic decision 

structures of village councils (gram sabha) about the community resources. However, due to the more than a 

century old struggles of indigenous people (adivasis) in India social networks have organized around the 

issue of a sustainable local and democratic development that resists the top-down projects from the 

government together with regional forest departments. Food Sovereignty Alliance (Hyderabad) has been 

crucial in mobilizing against forest governance that oppresses and exploits different rural communities. 

Moreover they have developed autonomous climate change adaption projects, e.g. the Savara Adivasi life 

cycle that documents the change within natural environment in the last years in order to help people 

accommodate to climate changes for their existence.  

Starting from these developments my paper will analyze from a feminist postcolonial view how the 

indigenous movements question the dominant model of sustainable growth and development articulated by 

the Indian government. Secondly I am describing the role of gender relations and the relevance of 

positioning the different actors in the formation of a social movement for Food sovereignty. Thirdly I want to 

demonstrate that indigenous concepts of sustainability, food sovereignty and climate protection are opposing 
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the state’s idea of inclusive growth, which is based on modernization, industrialization and urbanization. On 

the contrary, I will argue that it is indigenous models for development by adivasis,  pastoralist and small 

farmers that represents a truly sustainable way of producing, working and living.  

 

Indigenous women in Mexico: reimagining political participation and access to natural resources  

Violeta Gutiérrez Zamora (University of Eastern Finland) and Fátima Cortés Zarate (Defensoría de los 

Derechos Humanos del Pueblo de Oaxaca) 

Indigenous women in rural areas of all Mexico suffer from severe discrimination, socio-economic inequality 

and lack of opportunities for political and public participation. Liberal democracy models and top-down 

reforms that intend to increase gender-equity in indigenous communities have failed to understand the 

dynamics of gender-based social inclusion and exclusion in such communities by considering women as 

only individual right-bearers. This session presents audio-visual material gathered during recent fieldwork in 

three forest-dependent communities with government systems of customs and tradition (usos y costumbres) 

in the Sothern Sierra of Oaxaca, Mexico. The presentation of such material aims to amplify the voices of 

these indigenous women and critically discuss and question the association between democracy and equity 

in community-based natural resources management (CBNRM). It also aims to explore the questions around 

how indigenous women and scholars can collaborate, produce and invigorate new models of access and 

participation in natural resources management. 

 

Doing development differently at scale: a way forward for sustainable institutional development?  

Arnaldo Pellini (Overseas Development Institute, London) 

In recent decades, there has been increasing recognition that politics and political institutions matter for 

sustainable development. There is also greater interest in contextually grounded approaches. This has 

stemmed from an acknowledgement that purely technocratic approaches to development often result in 

failure because they do not take into account the nature of political institutions. Nor do they take account of 

the context in a particular developing country and the interests and incentives of powerful national actors. 

Policy processes are embedded in specific social, political and organisational contexts. Approaches that 

focus on implementing universal best practices in evidence-informed policymaking are unlikely to be 

successful. Instead, what is needed is an approach that takes the local context as the starting point for 

understanding what issues are relevant to policymakers and developing contextually appropriate solutions. 

This presentation draws insights and evidence from the experience acquired during implementation of the 

Australia-Indonesia Partnership for Pro-Poor Policy: The Knowledge Sector Initiative between 2013 and 

2017, a donor-funded programme that aims to strengthen demand for and use of evidence in pro-poor 

policymaking in Indonesia. The presentation reflects on the management approaches and systems that may 

be required to enable and support large-scale development programmes to be flexible and adaptive to the 

local policy context and circumstances. The chapter argues that such programmes struggle to adopt 

adaptive management principle, and that to do that at scale requires some changes in the way such 

programmes are managed which will increase their contribution to sustainable development. 

 

SDG challenges in Southeast Asian parliaments: Paradigm and decolonization issue 

Ratih Adiputri (University of Jyväskylä) 

The involvement of parliament in the discussion of the 2030 Agenda to achieve Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG) is obviously important. However, in Southeast Asia, the discussion of SDG has been revolved 

merely in executive government (and somehow in civil society organization). The situation is worsen by the 

fact that the parliaments and their parliamentary organization such as ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly 
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institution/AIPA only agree to what the executive government/ASEAN’s policies on SDG. This confirms that 

parliament is still unequal to executive government, although parliament will deny this. This paper discusses 

the parliamentary weaknesses in Southeast Asia in garnering supports for SDG, tracking back to the 

background, which is likely influenced by colonialism style and development paradigm in Southeast Asia.  
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Working Group F: 

Psychoanalysing Sustainability and Other Development Fantasies 

Chaired by Antti Tarvainen and Inna Sukhenko, University of Helsinki 

 

And Yet It Moves – (Climate) Migration as Symptom in the Anthropocene  

Giovanni Bettini Lancaster University, UK  

This paper proposes a ‘symptomatic’ reading of discourses on climate migration in relation to broader 

debates on the Anthropocene and sustainability. In doing so, I’ll draw on the two main understandings of 

symptom proposed by the French psychoanalyst and theorist Jaques Lacan, as ‘retuned of the repressed’ 

and as ‘Sinthome’. As we will see, these two approaches to the symptom offer complementary insights on 

the structure and effects of discourses on climate migration, the affects on which they draw their grip, as well 

as on the horizons they open up and those they foreclose. More specifically, they offer different readings 

about the ways in which the figure of the climate refugee/migrant respond to the cracks in the edifice of 

western civilization and modern humanism that climate change and the Anthropocene open. They also 

propose diverging views on what would take and imply to ‘unlock’ the meanings entangled in discourses on 

climate migration. Building a recursive argument, I’ll also propose a reading of the Anthropocene itself as a 

symptomatic formation, the (im)possibilities it sustains, and reflect about what it would or could mean to let 

this symptom dissolve.  

 

Commodification of the Disaster: “Chernobyl” Case  

Inna Sukhenko, University of Helsinki (Helsinki University Humanities Program)  

30-year experience of studying “Chernobyl narrative” as a (non)fiction response to the explosion at 

Chernobyl nuclear energy plant (26 April, 1986) reveals that Chernobyl as a real urban Soviet City 

transferred into the amalgamation of its symbolic images such as a symbol of “Human-Nature” battle, an 

huge piece of abundant urban area, a Nature’s domination, a protector from “peaceful atom”, a tomb of the 

Soviet regime, selfdestroying science, a part of “private historical memory”, an unhealthy fascination (by A. 

Korzeniowska-Bihun), and even as a litmus test that shows the attitude of the authorities towards their own 

society both in the 1980s and even in the time of 2013/2014, followed by the military events.  Nowadays 

shaped by the unique human-environment relationships, the digital society determines the transmedial 

transformations of “Chernobyl” perception within the convergent media culture (creating on/off-line activities 

– computer games S.T.A.L.K.E.R., ZONE; Chernobyl VR Project; Zone-tourism), which made “the Exclusion 

Zone” a subject of commodification stressing the commercialization of a nuclear disaster. “Chernobyl” 

extended the limits of real (and even “literary”) zone and changed into a digital place, where 

the S.T.A.L.K.E.R. universe hosts virtual characters-players wearing Exoskeletons or classic Monolith suits 

with gas masks and equipped with powerful weapons and aiming to reach Chernobyl Sarcopaghus and 

refuse Common Consciousness” Such aspect of the research is focused on studying the transformations of 

”Chernobyl” (as a subject/object of commercial relations) within urban studies in the aspect of distinguishing 

local/global dimensions of “nuclear narrative” while stressing its implementation in shaping the 

“provincialized” nuclear culture.   

Studying the commercialized “Chernobyl” in “nuclear humanities” gives an opportunity to distinguish the 

local/global features of the urban studies in the context of researching ecological memory and nuclear 

identity in the post-traumatic societies.  
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Global tech, global Self? – Re-imagining ontologies of difference in the ‘startup nation’ of Israel   

Antti Tarvainen, University of Helsinki  

This paper explores the imaginations of ‘technified globalisation' in the contested reality of Israel -Palestine. 

Combining post-colonial and Jungian psychology with the deconstructive strand of globalization studies, the 

paper asks how the universalising myths of technological progress become used in the intimate and 

imaginative struggle over ontologies of difference. The paper thus helps to understand how the Selves and 

Others of modernity, and their power dynamics, become re-imagined as digital ‘knowledge economy’ 

becomes the signifier of hope and progress.   

The paper draws its empirical material from an explorative case-study in Israel, a state notoriously known for 

its rigid ethnic boundaries. Recently, Israel’s government has started to integrate its Palestinian minority into 

the country’s world-famous start-up ecosystem. The myths and materialities of high-tech entrepreneurship, 

representing what Beck has called the global imaginary of hope (Beck 2005), have since 2015 been 

introduced into the imaginations of Israeli Palestinians in an unforeseen scale. The paper uses ‘imaginations 

of difference’, collected in the summer of 2016 from the Palestinians and Jewish Citizens of Israel who work 

in the field of tech, as the key empirical material.   

Paper demonstrates how the imaginations of ‘global’, as Hosseini and Sassen have argued elsewhere, 

becomes often re-made ‘from within’ the national imaginations. To enrich this rather general statement, I 

argue that it is the emergence of global hope that operates as the transcendent function of difference, 

destabilising and altering the subaltern ontologies of Self and Other. Paper illustrates how hope of joining 

‘global’ leads the Palestinians of Israel both to creatively imagine A) the end of their political myths of 

belonging and B) cunning tactics of resistance. The paper concludes that by connecting Jungian and post -

colonial understanding of psyche into material and macro-structural studies of ‘global’ we can better 

understand the macro-intimate dynamics and battles over ‘global’ imaginations.  

 


