
Department of Government
University of Essex
May 31 - June 1 2019

A
B

ST
R

A
C

TS
B

O
O

K
 O

F



The publication of Hegemony and Socialist Strategy in 1985 
stimulated the emergence of a new post-Marxist approach to social 

and political analysis. It also presented a radical challenge to both 
the mainstream methods of social science and our styles of critical 

and political engagement. In synthesizing key aspects of continental 
philosophy, Marxist political economy, political theory, structural 

linguistics and psychoanalysis, Laclau & Mouffe’s text captured the 
mood of the times. But this ‘originary text’ of the Essex School of 

Discourse Theory also embodies a dramatic provocation for scholars, 
citizens and political projects alike. Indeed, Hegemony and Socialist 

Strategy produces just as many challenges and invitations as it 
does clear solutions. At the same time, much has changed since the 

1980s: the fall of communism, the rise of neoliberal globalization and 
its various discontents, not to mention the ‘populist moment’ and 

the threat of catastrophic climate change. Yet the relevance of this 
intervention and its productive reception is still pressing today.

This conference marks the 12th anniversary of the publication 
of another key text associated with the Essex School of 

Discourse Theory: Jason Glynos and David Howarth’s Logics 
of Critical Explanation in Social and Political Theory. The ‘logics 

approach’ addresses important issues of method and critique by 
operationalizing key insights of Laclau and Mouffe’s work - and 

poststructuralism more generally - for the conduct of critical 
empirical research. This text has also served to inspire and provoke 

a new generation of scholars across the globe in a wide range of 
disciplines. It has disclosed new research puzzles and questions, 

while also inviting further inquiry into its founding assumptions and 
empirical applications.

Organized by the IDA PhD Collective at the Centre for Ideology and 
Discourse Analysis, Department of Government, University of Essex, 

this conference will serve as a forum to explore the present and future 
trajectories of critical empirical analysis and political discourse theory. 

Our conference is supported by the ESRC (Economic and Social 
Research Council) Essex DTC.
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Chantal Mouffe
Chantal Mouffe is a political theorist educated 
at the universities of Louvain, Paris, and 
Essex, Chantal Mouffe is Professor of Political 
Theory at the University of Westminster. She 
has taught at many universities in Europe, 
North America and Latin America, and has 
held research positions at Harvard, Cornell, 
the University of California, the Institute for 
Advanced Study in Princeton, and the Centre 
National de la Recherche Scientifique in Paris. 
Between 1989 and 1995 she was Directrice de 
Programme at the College International de 
Philosophie in Paris.

Jodi Dean
Jodi Dean is an American political theorist 
and professor educated at Princeton 
University and Columbia University, currently 
working  in the Political Science department 
at Hobart and William Smith Colleges in New 
York state. She has made contributions to 
political theory, media studies and third wave 
feminism through her work on communism, 
post structuralism, psychoanalysis and 
theories of digital media. She has also held 
the position of Erasmus Professor of the 
Humanities in the Faculty of Philosophy at 
Erasmus University Rotterdam. She is co-
editor of Digital Barricades (book series with 
Pluto Press) and co-director of the Radical 
Critical Theory Circle (international theory 
association).

Moya Lloyd
Moya Lloyd is a political theorist and is 
currently Executive Dean of the Faculty of 
Social Sciences at the University of Essex. 
She has written widely in the areas of 
contemporary social and political theory 
including, in particular, gender and feminist 
theory and radical democratic theory. More 

recently her research has explored questions 
of heteronormative violence, the politics of 
grievability, and the politics of the human. 
Her PhD was on the place of ideas about 
property in political theory in Great Britain 
between 1750 –1850. She has published two 
monographs Beyond Identity Politics (Sage 
2005) and Judith Butler: From Norms to 
Politics(Polity 2007).

David Howarth 
David Howarth is a Professor in the 
Department of Government and Co-Director 
of the Centre for Ideology and Discourse 
Analysis at the University of Essex. He is 
first and foremost a political theorist, whose 
main interests are poststructuralist theories 
of society and politics, focusing especially 
on the empirical study of political ideologies 
and discourses; the theoretical relationship 
between space, time and the political; and the 
intersections between identity, difference and 
subjectivity.

Jason Glynos
Jason Glynos is a Professor of political 
theory at the Department of Government, 
University of Essex, where he is co-director 
of the Centre for Ideology and Discourse 
Analysis. Adopting a discourse analytic 
and psychoanalytic approach to social 
and political analysis, his research engages 
broadly with theories of ideology, political 
economy, and democracy, seeking to delimit 
a field of investigation he calls critical fantasy 
studies. He is especially interested in the role 
fantasy can play in helping us understand 
our affective investment in a wide range of 
discourses and organizational practices, and 
to draw out the ideological, political and 
normative implications of such analyses.
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Jenny Gunnarsson Payne
Jenny Gunnarsson Payne is a senior lecturer 
and researcher in European Ethnology. 
Her current research deals mainly with 
different aspects of assisted reproduction. 
Her project “States of the ARTs: Cross-
border egg-donation in postsocialist Europe” 
deals with reproductive mobility, especially 
between Sweden and the Baltic Sea area and 
the region of Central and Eastern Europe. Her 
other project is entitled “Frozen Assets: An 
intersectional study of gender, egg banking 
and reproductive ageing” and investigates 
new technologies of “egg freezing”. Her 
previous research has also dealt with media 
production within the feminist movement, 
both on- and offline (e.g. fanzines, alternative 
television, blogs and film making). 

Karen West
Karen West is a Professor at the School for 
Policy Studies in the University of Bristol. She 
is also a Visiting Professor at the University 
of Örebro, where she teaches and advise on 
the EU, Marie Curie-funded interdisciplinary 
postgraduate research programme on 
‘Successful Ageing’.  The focus of her 
theoretical work is the broad theme of ageism 
and, in particular, the ageism embedded 
in public policy and policy discourse more 
generally.   She is more generally interested 
in how policy, broadly understood, manages 
capitalism’s ambivalent relationship to ageing 
and longevity. I am also interested in the 
potential of intergenerational relationships 
in overcoming age prejudice and, equally, 
in the use and mis-use of discourses of 
intergenerational conflict. All of her research 
seeks to make an impact on policy and 
practice, but always also with a view to 
advancing theoretical understanding of 
contemporary ageing. 

Hugh Willmott
Hugh Willmott is a Professor of Management 
and Organization Studies in Cass Business 
School, City University of London. He has 
previously held professorial appointments 
at Cambridge (Judge Business School) and 
UMIST (now Manchester Business School) 
and visiting appointments at Copenhagen 
Business School, University of Sydney and 
Uppsala University. His research interests span 
the sub-fields of management organization 
studies. He is particularly interested in the 
development and application of management 
theory by drawing upon the resources of 
critical social science. Substantively, his 
research has contributed to the areas of 
professionalization, teamwork, regulation, 
business ethics, management learning, 
accounting policy and practice, organizational 
culture, financialization, and the management 
of higher education.
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9.00 -  9.45 Registration + coffee/tea

10.00 - 10.45 Opening keynote [EBS Auditorium 2.2] 
Professor Moya Lloyd (Executive Dean 
Faculty of Social Sciences, University 
of Essex)

11.00 - 12.30 1st parallel session (I; IV; XVI; XX)

12.30 - 13.30 Lunch

13.45 - 15.15 2nd parallel session (II; XI; XIII; XV)

15.15 - 15.30 Coffee/tea

15.30 - 17.00 3rd parallel session (III; VIII; XII; XVIII)

17.30 - 19.00 Keynote [EBS Auditorium 2.2] 
Professor Chantal Mouffe

19.00 - 21.00 Wine reception

9.00 -  9.30 Coffee/tea

09.30 - 11.00 1st parallel session (VI; VII; XIV; XVII)

11.00 - 11.15 Coffee/tea

11.15 - 12.45 2nd parallel session (X; IX; XXII; XXI)

12.45 - 13.30 Lunch

13.30 - 15.00 Keynote [EBS Auditorium 2.2]
Professor Jodi Dean

15.15 - 16.45 3rd parallel session (III; IV; XIX; V)

17.00 - 18.00 Keynote [EBS Auditorium 2.2]
Professor David Howarth and Professor Jason 
Glynos

18.00 - 19.30 Final Plenary session [EBS Auditorium 2.2]
Professor Karen West, Professor Hugh Willmott, 
Dr. Jenny Gunnarsson Payne 

19.30 Closing Social Event

Coffee and refreshments will be provided for all the 
participants during the coffee breaks.
Light lunch will be provided for all the participants during 
the two days of the conference. 
All the panels and talks of the conference will take place 
at the Essex Business School (see last page for the map).
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PARALLEL PANELS

DAY 1 - 1ST SESSION 11.00 – 12.30

PANEL I: LOGICS AND PSYCHOANALYSIS
Seminar Room EBS 2.45
Panel Organizers: George Venizelos (Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa), Thomás 
Zicman de Barros (Sciences Po Paris) and Sebastian Ronderos (University of 
Essex)

1.

2.

Anger (colère) and Outrage (indignation): Two Affects in the 
Yellow Vests’ Movement
Thomás Zicman de Barros (Sciences Po Paris)

Since November 2018, France has seen two political affects at the heart of 
what could be called a “pre-populist” mobilization. The yellow vests (“gilets 
jaunes”) movement claims to express French people’s anger (“colère”) and 
outrage (“indignation”) against the political establishment. The reference 
to both of these affects can be found in the movement’s manifestos, in 
key figures’ public statements, and expressed by regular demonstrators in 
posters, messages written on their vests, in local assemblies, and during 
psycho-social interviews. The paper analyzes these discourses and their 
different dynamics of circulation – the formal and informal identity building 
mechanisms used in the dispute to give meaning to the “gilet jaune” empty 
signifier. Through this analysis, the paper intends to discuss the key question 
about the complex relations of anger and outrage with another important 
affect: anguish. If for Jacques Lacan anguish is “the only affect that does not 
deceive”, it is because anguish confronts us with radical contingency, with a 
groundless real. As a result, the more anguish-provoking anger and outrage 
could be, the more the movement mobilizing them would be compatible with 
a radical democratic ethos that embraces radical contingency, constructs 
open identities and provides emancipatory perspectives.

Transgressive Enjoyment and Politically Incorrect Right Wing 
Discourse: a Lacanian Approach
Savvas Voutyras and Jason Glynos (University of Essex)

This paper draws on psychoanalytic political theory to explore the 
character of politically incorrect rhetoric frequently encountered in 
populist right wing campaigns and discourses (Donald Trump, the alt-right, 
etc.). A psychoanalytically-informed analysis can offer useful insights for 
understanding this phenomenon as a distinct rhetorical culture, which consists 
in directly attacking (rather than trying to sneak through) the boundary of 
political correctness, taking pride in doing so too. A Lacanian perspective 
suggests that the appeal of this rhetorical culture resides, at least in part, in a 
specific form of enjoyment, structured by fantasies of liberation (e.g. ‘freedom 
of speech’), and this carries interesting implications from the point of view 

of the strategies available to us in tackling this phenomenon. It suggests that 
certain strategies on their own may not be up to the task, for instance, those 
that appeal to ideals of rationality, reason, empirical evidence (‘facts’), or 
decency and morality (e.g. by exposing the racist or misogynistic content of 
such discourses). This is because politically incorrect discourse can spread 
not despite, but because of its transgressive character. Confronting such 
cultures politically and attempting to divert or channel their affective force 
differently should therefore be explored further and considered seriously as 
part of an alternative or supplementary strategy.

3. Institutional Fragmentation, Subjective Fragmentation: 
Psychological Conflict as Proxy for Social Antagonism
Benjamin Glasson (University of Melbourne)

In the discourse theory of Laclau and Mouffe, the subject is political while 
the subject-position is merely social. The subject, as the space between 
dislocation and the decision on an undecidable terrain, is an agent of change 
that is soon demoted to a static element once the new order has been 
established. But this demarcation forecloses analysis of the tensions existing 
within the portfolio of subject positions held by any one individual. Reflecting 
the diversity of discourses that afford these subject positions, internal conflict 
is inevitable. Within a post-structuralist approach, there is no theoretical need 
to resolve this conflict. Arguably, however, internal conflicts are connected 
to political conflicts and reflect the same logics of difference, equivalence 
(antagonism), and indifference 

At this conjuncture of highly specialised and therefore fragmented institutions 
and discourses, subjectivity necessarily follows suit. Subjective fragmentation 
is not novel; the subject has never been self-coincident. Yet, individuals 
are still called to confessional subject positions - through financial, legal, 
religious and humanistic discourses - and must at least attempt to affect 
autobiographical stances. Thus, institutional fragmentation coupled with 
institutional individualisation implies the ‘insourcing’ of social antagonisms to 
the individual, who is now recruited into a role of displacing these conflicts. 
This labour is largely but not only fantasmatic. Ironic distance is perhaps 
its chief contemporary example, but is in company with temporalisation, 
disidentification and repression, among others. Studying the strategies 
individuals employ to resolve intra-psychic conflict affords discourse theory 
a rich site of analysis where it may read social antagonisms off of psychic 
conflict, and theoretical resources that see not only subject positions but 
subject-positional conflict as political sites of hegemonic and counter-
hegemonic work. D
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5.

Be the Best Version of Yourself: A Lacanian Discourse Analysis of 
Neo-normative Control 
Mostafa Fani (University of Reading)

The normative and neo-normative forms of control have been discussed by 
critical scholars to lay bare the ideological aspect of new forms of organizing 
and work practice (Fleming & Sturdy, 2009; Robertson & Swan, 2003). The 
Lacanian scholars contributed in this literature using the concept of fantasy 
as the bedrock for the conception of ideology as the way fantasmatic 
identification gives the subject an imaginary sense of fullness (Bloom & 
Cederstrom, 2009; Glynos, 2008). Following Glynos’s (2014) emphasis on 
the necessity to be attentive to the contextual framework in an ideological 
apparatus, this paper uses Lacan’s theory of discourse to show how the formal 
structure of the discourse is a robust theoretical framework for ideology 
critique. Using late Lacan’s conception of the unconscious as ‘knowledge 
that operates but does not know itself’ (Alvarez, 2014: 119), this paper states 
that attending to the form of discourse is one way of grasping this meaning 
of the unconscious and thus the functioning of ideology. To illustrate this 
point, the empirical data from a high-commitment consultancy is discussed. 
Using a Lacanian discourse analysis methodology, this paper shows how 
Lacan’s conception of the university’s discourse is a powerful tool to lay bare 
what Fleming and Sturdy (2009) call the discourse of ‘be yourself’ as a neo-
normative form of control. While critical studies consider post-bureaucratic 
identity-incentive control as an intentionally devised system of beliefs which 
manipulates and forms employees’ identity (Alvesson & Willmott, 2002; 
Costas, 2012), this paper proposes a Lacanian lens which sheds new light on 
the post-bureaucratic mode of subjectivity. From this view, it is the neutral 
position of knowledge which is the agent of the discourse and what the 
discourse produces is the barred subject as testament to the impossibility 
of the discourse and at the same time the driving force of its continuous 
reproduction.

The Process of Articulation: A Model Framework Proposal for 
Capturing Affect in Interviews  
Rachel Berglund (University of Agder)

A key concern to poststructuralist Discourse analysis has been that of 
analytically capturing the affective side of discourses in qualitative interviews. 
With the guidance of the Logics of Critical explanation, and a return to 
the philosophical roots of Laclau’s work, this paper proposes an analytical 
framework that ties the role of affect in politics to the meaning-making 
properties of language. It is argued that such a design makes it possible to 
capture the affective side of discourses through interviews, and while the 
model is applicable on all forms of communication (written, visual, emotive), 
it is here tailored to the analysis of interviews.  

Exemplified by current PhD work on the co-creation for sustainable urban 
development in Southern Norway, this model illustrates the crucial role of the 
closing moment in any given articulation, in which elements are selected and 
locked down according to affect.  

4. PANEL IV: DISCOURSES AND MARKETS: SESSION 1
Seminar Room EBS 2.46
Panel Organizer: Tomas Marttila (Vienna University of Economics and Business)

1. The Social Logics of EU Trade Policy: A Discourse-theoretical 
Analysis of The Political Constitution of Global Markets
Thomas Jacobs (University of Ghent)

One of the principal competences of the European Union is the regulation of 
international commerce (Orbie & Kerremans 2013). It sets the rules and laws 
that form the legal framework for every international transaction importing 
something into or exporting something from the EU. In this guise, the 
European institutions carry the responsibility for the creation, shaping, and 
governance of some of the largest markets in the world. This paper draws 
on poststructuralist Discourse Theory (PDT), and more specifically on the 
logics approach (Glynos & Howarth 2007) and hegemonic strategy analysis 
(Nonhoff 2005), to study how European lawmakers go about the endeavour 
of creating international market spaces. More specifically, I use a corpus of 
over 21.000 speeches delivered in the European Parliament between 1979 
and 2019, to study the social logics of how international markets are created 
and organised politically (Mirowski 2005). The benefit of a PDT approach is 
that it reveals the contingent common sense governing this process; it allows 
us to study the hegemonic framework within which politicians discuss and 
contest how to go about the governance of international markets. This way, 
it facilitates a strategic reflection about how alternative forms of economic 
organization can be politically achieved.

2. Emergence and Development of Digital Markets in the EU: A 
Poststructuralist Perspective on Institutions
Olli Rappe (Aalto University Helsinki)

Institutions frame our understandings of the world and shape the conditions 
under which we observe it. Markets particularly are often articulated as 
institutions that guarantee order in society. Thus, interpretations of markets 
exercise political power. Yet, power and politics are something that escape 
mainstream institutional theory’s framework, obsessed with the idea of 
scientific objectivity. In order to highlight the political nature of institutions 
as particularly powerful windows of interpretation, I build an approach based 
on post-structural discourse theory to understand institutions as terrain for 
ideological framing. The study also criticizes institutional theory’s tendency 
to uphold hegemonic orders by hiding contingencies and possibilities for 
change. The empirical setting of the paper is the news coverage of the 
rise of digital markets in the context of the European Union from 1995 to 
present. As digital markets are frequently articulated as something to-
come and unprecedented, they remain as a relatively open institution for 
projecting hopes, fears and possibilities. Themes of freedom, technologism, 
regulation and commodification of online space underline the development 
of the discursive articulation of digital markets. The study aims to encourage 
discussion for alternative understandings of digitalization and its possibilities 
by questioning the taken-for-grantedness of the institution of digital markets.
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3. The Logics and Foundations of Academic Publishing: The of Case 
Finland 
Emilia Palonen & Taavi Sundell (University of Helsinki)

This paper examines the logics of academic praxis and authority from the 
perspective of science publishing. Academic praxis relies on communal 
knowledge production and sharing—in a logic paved with inequalities. To 
claim academic authority, one must have access to scientific knowledge. 
Always scarce for a large segment of the scholarly community, academia 
has been partly constituted through this very exclusion. In wealthy parts 
of the global academia negotiations with commercial science publishers 
seeking exorbitant profits are underway and may result in loss of access to 
knowledge thus unveiling the contingency of positions of authority. The plans 
have highlighted these hegemonic logics and sought to articulate alternative 
ones. 

This paper focuses on market-mediated academic publishing and authority 
in Finland. In 2019 Finnish universities lost access to Taylor & Francis’ journals. 
Around the same time a national solution for a transition of Finnish journals to 
immediate Open Access failed. This paper explores: (i) how such dislocatory 
moments make visible the contingent foundations and logics of academic 
authority; (ii) how alternative strategies and imaginaries are contesting the 
currently hegemonic logics; and (iii) the grip of contemporary (academic) 
capitalism as market-mediated authority. It discusses how to combine 
rhetoric-performative and logics approaches within discourse theory.

4. From Mother’s Ruin to Hipsters’ Choice: Discursive Construction 
of the Global Market for Gin 
Tomas Marttila (Vienna University of Economics and Business)

The Essex School in Discourse Analysis has covered a wide range of research 
topics. However, it has refrained from examining markets as discursive 
formations. This paper addresses this shortcoming by providing a theoretical 
framework and presenting the methodical means to conceptualise and 
analyse the rise of the global market for “craft gin”. The first part begins with 
defining discourse as a multi-dimensional socio-material structure. This part 
argues that above all symbolic (e.g. popularization) and social mechanisms 
(e.g. sedimentation) have benefitted the refashioning of gin from “mother’s 
ruin” to a hyped constituent of the global hipster culture. The second part 
presents the results from empirical discourse analysis and shows that both the 
locally embedded small-scale craft production of gin as well as the eventised 
consumption of gin obtain their sublime images from a combination of 
aesthetic, economic and popular cultural discourses. The third part discusses 
the reciprocal relationship between discourses qua systems of meaning and 
social networks qua systems of social positions. This part explains that the 
global market for craft gin was made possible by brokering agents (e.g. 
trendsetters, celebrities, journalists), who – due to their interstitial positions – 
could credibly interlink aesthetic, economic and popular cultural meanings of 
gin into a new global inter-discourse.

PANEL XVI: POPULISM: PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES
Seminar Room EBS 2.35

1. A Greimassian Analysis of Populism in Relation to Other Concepts 
Carola Schoor (Maastricht University)

This paper follows Laclau’s argument that the concept of populism is 
inherently vague and only appreciable within its context. Accepting this 
ambiguity does not diminish the concern for one of its consequences: the 
danger of concept stretching. To address the problem, this paper explores 
populism through a semiotic analysis of the concept in relation to some of 
its opposites: elitism, pluralism, technocracy, and institutionalism. It seeks to 
draw connections between the general level of Laclau’s analysis, in which all 
politics is populist to some extent, and the more detailed level of political 
style in which a differentiation between populist and other political styles 
is accepted as meaningful. A poststructuralist adaption of the semiotic 
square of structural linguist A.J. Greimas is used for this analysis. The analysis 
demonstrates that a shared logic behind populism, elitism, and pluralism 
intertwines the three concepts in oppositions at three levels. This tight 
connection demonstrates the advantage of assessing populism in direct 
relation with elitism and pluralism, as the three concepts together precisely 
demarcate what populism is and is-not. Furthermore, the paper connects 
the triangular relation between populism, elitism, and pluralism with Laclau’s 
‘populist logic’ and other concepts, such as technocracy, institutionalism, 
oligarchy, aristocracy, populist autocracy and the heartland.

2. Transnational Populism and Europe Union: An Uneasy Alliance?  
Panos Panagiotou (Loughborough University)

The call for “more nation” that right-wing and some left-wing (Lexit) populists 
across Europe seem to advocate represents the isolation of the national 
moment, while the call for “more Europe” the isolation of the transnational 
moment. This paper examines how these two levels can be articulated in 
the same political project, by testing the assumption that DiEM25, the pan-
European movement launched by Yanis Varoufakis in 2016, constitutes a 
transnational populist force aspiring to unite those two perspectives in order 
to ‘save Europe from itself’. By utilizing the methodology of the so-called 
Essex School of Discourse Analysis, I examine the aforementioned hypothesis. 
What we are witnessing, I claim, is a case of transnational populism, which 
attempts to think of the national and the transnational less as distinct from 
one another than as coexisting moments. Indeed, while the modus operandi 
of the movement is to function primarily at the transnational level, DiEM25 
formed its own ‘electoral wings’, 
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3.

4.

Examining Populism and Ideological Identity in the Discourse of 
Left- and Right-Wing Populist Parties: Lessons from Greece and 
German 
Lazaros Karavasilis (Loughborough University)

Recent developments in the study of European populism have underlined its 
complex nature and attempted to examine how these unfold in the empirical 
aspect. In some instances, these developments have managed to proceed 
into new interpretations of left- and right-wing populism and explore their 
connection with the ideological aspect of the cases under examination. 
However, the comparative perspective of such studies has been largely 
underdeveloped, with existing research focusing only on a quantitative 
approach towards populist parties.

The aim of this paper is to address this issue in the literature of populism by 
providing comparative insights into the discourse that populist right- and 
left-wing parties articulate. Specifically, the paper will explore how elements 
of populism such as ‘the people’ and ‘the elite’ are articulated with ideological 
elements of both the radical left and the radical right such as ‘equality’, ‘social 
justice’, ‘nation’, ‘national identity’ to name a few. The cases under scrutiny are 
the ‘Alternative for Germany’ (AfD) and ‘The Left Party’ (Die Linke) in Germany 
and ‘Independent Greeks’ (ANEL) and ‘SYRIZA’ in Greece. In particular, the 
paper will focus on the campaigns leading up to national elections and those 
for the European Parliament from 2009 to 2017. Employing a discourse 
analytical perspective, the project attempts to present the differences and 
similarities that exist between them the discourses of both party types, and 
on a second level, contribute to the on-going developments in the study of 
populism.

Left-Populism on Trial: Laclauian Politics in Theory and Practice  
Anton Jäger (Cambridge University) & Arthur Borriello (Université libre de 
Bruxelles)

This paper provides a critical assessment of Ernesto Laclau’s theory of 
populism, read against recent downturns in left-populist activity. Laclau’s 
populism-theory has enjoyed both practical and theoretical prominence in 
previous years, inspiring movements from Spanish Podemos to La France 
Insoumise, including an energetic section of discourse theory. Recent 
developments, however, seem to testify to the exhaustion of the left-
populist reservoir. Practical examples include Podemos’ internal turbulences, 
or Syriza’s troubled EU-pact, and discourse theorist’s reconsideration of 
some of the tradition’s central tenets. Rudimentary explanations for the 
setback abound, of course. Left-populism’s failure has been attributed to an 
incapacity to breach the terrain of political economy, or an excessive focus 
on identity-formation. Often enough, however, such critiques have mainly 
been made from perspectives external to Laclauianism.  What an internal 
assessment of left-populism’s balance sheet – both in theory and praxis 
– might look like is less clear. This paper investigates this cul-de-sac, and 
hints at a possible escape route. In short, it offers an internal rather than 
external critique of Laclauianism, composed with conviction that some of the 
problems encountered by left-populists – increasing party-political rivalry, 
insufficient institutionalisation, rhetorical overinvestment – are traceable to 

features already inherent to Laclau’s own theory. The paper starts with a short 
summary of Laclau’s conception of populism in contextual and conceptual 
fashion. Subsequently, it examines four possible deficits in Laclau’s populism-
theory: an ahistorical dimension (1), a tension between ‘verticality’ and 
‘horizontality’ (2), a descriptive and normative hyper-formalism (3) and the 
absence of a nominalist approach the term ‘populism’ itself (4). The paper 
finishes with outlines for a fresh research agenda for a ‘post-Laclauian’ theory 
of populism.

PANEL XX: DISCOURSE STUDIES & POLICY 
ANALYSIS 
Seminar Room EBS 2.41

1. The Politics of Greed: Unveiling the Power/knowledge Nexus in 
Paul Collier’s Study of Conflict  
Bernardino León Reyes (University College London & London School of 
Economics)

During the early 2000s, the Greed versus Grievance framework became 
the locus of debate in the discipline of conflict studies. The debate, in 
short, aimed to answer whether rebellions and civil wars were motivated 
by legitimate political grievances or, on the contrary, by greedy and selfish 
leaders. It is widely accepted that the work of Paul Collier, former director of 
the Development Research Group of the World Bank and professor at Oxford 
university, was not only the most influential to defend the latter position, 
namely that of greed; but in fact, his work set the very terms, tenets, and 
boundaries of this framework.

In this paper, I engage in a post-structuralist discourse analysis of Collier’s 
work on conflict, what I call the “thesis of greed”, showing its profoundly 
political character. In order to do so, I will show the “undecidability” of the 
greed/grievance binary, the identity formation and the subject positioning 
(re)produced in his work, and the power/knowledge relations that underlined 
it, in order to argue that Collier’s discourse should be re-thought through the 
Foucaultian heuristic of the “dispositif”. In turn, I will show how this “dispositif” 
makes thinkable a particular kind of policy: one of control (in the form of 
interventionism) and containment (the inscrutability of European borders).

2. Using the Critical Logics Approach to Understand the Power 
Dynamics of UK Alcohol Policy Debates  
Benjamin Hawkins (London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine)

The UK alcohol industry is dominated by a small number of large transnational 
producer corporations. Commensurate with their size and economic power, 
these companies have enjoyed a high degree of access to policy-makers 
influence over policy. Notwithstanding the introduction of minimum unit 
price (MUP) for alcohol in Scotland, the UK has followed a policy agenda 
largely in keeping with the interests of the alcohol industry, but which run 
counter to the international research consensus on the most effective and 
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3. Populist Policies and the Logic of Global Capital: A Study of West 
Bengal Politics After Indian Economic Reforms  
Ayan Das (University of Gour Banga)

Populism can be though as a hurdle towards economic decision making. 
Populism provides a platform for the political parties to bring a social balance 
in the economic policy and development policy. In Post-Colonial society, the 
relation between Global Capital and Non-Corporate Capital is analysed by 
Kalyan Sanyal (2007) and Partha Chatterjee (2008). Sanyal has discussed 
the capitalist growth in the twenty first century and the role of the agencies 
of Governmentality.

Our paper will address the questions: 1) How the reversal of the consequences 
of primitive accumulation creates different Populist Policies and how to 
accommodate the origin of Populist Policies in the capitalist logic of growth. 
(Idea of Left policy towards industrialization, emerging of various Micro-
Credit scheme, etc)

2) Or, Whether the contemporary Populist Policies (Idea of ‘Ma-Mati-
Manus’[Mother-Land-People] Refusal to setup SEZ in contemporary West 
Bengal) are alternatives against the global capital, and the pseudo Liberal 
democracy? Whether we can consider those as Subalternization of Bengal 
politics.

cost effective means of reducing alcohol related harms. In keeping with the 
tobacco industry, the alcohol industry employs a range of policy influencing 
strategies which include financial contributions and lobbying activities. 
Previous studies have also identified the key role that industry attempts to 
frame policy debates and shape the discursive environment in which policy is 
made. Other have identified a ‘policy dystopian’ narrative which characterises 
industry discourses opposing unfavoured regulations. This paper seeks to 
deepen our understanding of the internal structure and affective force of 
industry discourses through the application of the critical logics framework 
to the case of UK alcohol policy. In so doing it will identify new aspects of 
the way in which powerful bested interests are able to shape the key terms 
and assumptions of policy debates and thereby shape the terrain of possible 
political action.

4. Crouching (Paper) Tiger, Hidden (Paper) Dragon, and the Clash of 
the Conspirational Turn? A Post-foundational Inquiry into Foreign 
Political Conspiracy Theory Discourses in Sino-US Relations since 
the Events of Tiananmen  
Niki Sopanen (University of Helsinki)

This research paper provides an overview of my doctoral dissertation in 
progress that deals with foreign political conspiracy theory discourses 
in Sino-U.S. relations from the events of Tiananmen to the era of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping and U.S. President Donald Trump. It suggests a 
hypothesis that there has been a conspiratorial turn in foreign policy-
related discourses in both countries due to the current era of the said two 
authoritarian and populist-nationalist great power leaders. In regard with this 
paper, it covers the conceptual, contextual and theoretico-methodological 

framework of the dissertation, in addition to which it sheds light on its case 
study: i.e. the characteristics of foreign political conspiracy discourse in the 
speeches and literary works of Xi and Trump. To that end, post-foundational 
discourse analysis (PDA is applied to compare and explain the characteristics, 
ideological appeal, (anti)-hegemonic trajectories and struggles within Sino-
U.S. foreign political conspiracy theory discourses.
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PARALLEL PANELS

DAY 1 - 2ND SESSION 13.45 – 15.15

PANEL II: WITHER CAPITAL?
Seminar Room EBS 2.35
Panel Organizer: Jake Flavell (University of Manchester)

1.

2.

The Discourse of Surveillance Capitalism 
Max Maher (University of Essex)

Shoshanna Zuboff’s new book The Age of Surveillance Capitalism: The Fight 
for the Future at the New Frontier of Power argues that the generation of 
profit from the harvesting and reselling of internet users’ data represents an 
epochal shift in the operations of Capitalism. Zuboff’s critique is analyses 
the new ways this economy exploits the people, describing this as a ‘coup 
from above’ by an business elite, the product of a ‘division of learning’ in 
society, and the removal of peoples’ ‘right to the future’, which is gambled 
on by businesses for profit. To understand these new economic practices 
further, we can also analyse their underlying logic in terms of Lacan’s theory 
of the ‘discourses’ which structure civilisation. Lacan elaborated, as one of 
these mathemes, a ‘Discourse of Capitalism’, which is unique in foreclosing 
any limits to its productivity. Using Lacan to think about Zuboff’s argument, 
could we articulate a ‘Discourse of Surveillance Capitalism’? I will argue that 
this would manifest a further mutation of Lacan’s Discourse of Capitalism, 
characterised by the elision of the subject’s foothold in the symbolic order in 
favour of an accelerated oscillation between information and surplus value, to 
understand some symptoms of this discourse’s emergence.

Populism and the Logics of Value Production 
Simon Tunderman (University of Bremen|Jacobs University)

In the discourse theory debate on populism, the capitalist economy often 
features as a dislocating force that impacts the political from the outside 
(e.g. as precarisation, unemployment, crisis). I will propose a way to bring 
the capitalist economy back into the analytical framework. I will draw on 
the Logics Approach to conceive of the social relations of value production. 
These are constructed around a central tension. On the one hand, abstract 
labour relations constitute a social framework through which people find 
their place in society. These logics revolve around income, but also around 
finding identity through work, or recognition from others. On the other 
hand, these social relations are subject to the logics of value production, 
which set the conditions (in terms of socially necessary labour time) for the 
rearticulation of these abstract labour relations. I will argue that populism 
emerges as an ‘internal moment’ of these competing logics, from the gap 
between the people of labour and the logic of value that governs it. The 
contribution lies in bringing populism and capitalism onto the same level of 
analysis. This is important, because otherwise the capitalist economy would 

remain an unclarified factor that impacts the political constitution of society 
from the outside.

3. Missing Materialism? A Critique of Laclau’s Ontological Position 
from Žižek and Badiou
Orlando M. Sampieri & Man Hei Chan (University of Essex)

This paper has the intention to analyze the incompatibilities and possible 
commensurabilities between the ontological grounds of the theoretical 
contributions of Ernesto Laclau, Slavoj Žižek and Alain Badiou. While Post-
structuralist Discourse Theory provides a wide range of theoretical tools in 
order to analyze and criticize social and political phenomena, its foundations 
make it unable to engage with the exacerbating contradictions of global 
financial capitalism.

Even though Laclau has emphasized the incompatibility between the 
category of antagonism and the dialectical framework, we argue that the 
materialist philosophy of Žižek and Badiou bring these concepts closer and 
more applicable for analyzing the current economic situation. 

First, we will carry out a critical assessment of the category of antagonism 
developed by Laclau, regarding its implications for the Marxian enterprise in 
order to justify a shift to a different ontological perspective. After that, we 
will elaborate an outline of the materialist approaches of Žižek and Badiou. 
Finally, we will attempt to provide an original interpretation of the antagonist 
principle within the grounds of the contributions of these thinkers, who share 
important affinities in their positions.

4. Marx, Lacan and the Critique of Ideology  
Jake Flavell (University of Manchester)

Žižek and Laclau’s very public falling out centred on questions of a properly 
Marxian variety. The former’s call for a return to the critique of political 
economy and a reappreciation of class struggle/capital was met with dismissal 
from Laclau, who claimed that this inclusion left Žižek’s discourse as torn 
between a sophisticated Lacanianism and a vulgar (re-)presentation of old 
Marxist categories. In this presentation I argue, to the contrary, for a Lacanian 
critique of ideology (a la Žižek) which includes Marx’s critique of political 
economy as a constituent element. First, I outline the limitations of Laclau’s 
theoretical edifice, arguing that his abandoning of the Marxian problematic 
(class struggle/capital) ends up reifying neoliberalism as something wholly 
other, leaving “capitalism with a human face” as the extent of our political 
horizon. Second, I demonstrate how Laclau’s dismissal was based on a 
fundamental misunderstanding of how one might dialectically reconcile Marx 
and Lacan. Third, I show how reading Marx through Lacan provides the critical 
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PANEL XI: IDENTITY, NATION & OTHERNESS 
Seminar Room EBS 2.45

1.

2.

3.

The Nation as Chain of Affective Referents   
Michaelangelo Anastasiou (University of Victoria)

The present article contributes to post-structuralist theories of nationhood by 
examining the affective dimension of national being. It examines how affect 
invested in “the nation” materializes through plural operations of metonymy 
and metaphor. “The nation” is understood as a symbolic adhesive that comes 
to bind heterogeneous social domains into a communal bloc, while signifying 
the communal limits. Heterogeneous domains, such as “national economy,” 
“national citizenship,” “national tradition,” “national music,” etc., come to 
operate as partial symbolic equivalents to each other, vis-à-vis the signifier 
“the nation,” which imbues them with a degree of analogy. In this sense, the 
binding power of “the nation” is understood as operating through the whims 
of metonymy and metaphor, where heterogeneous elements come to be co-
articulated as part of a contiguous symbolic chain. The present article argues 
that such processes of metonymical/metaphorical “transposition” compound 
the affective dimension of national identification. The affective potential of 
“the nation” is thus attributed to its broad symbolic dispersion in the social, 
as it comes to over determine various institutions and life modalities. “The 
nation’s” affective potential will be consolidated to the extent that it comes to 
be analogically associated, vis-à-vis processes of metaphorical transposition, 
with other valued forms of life, such as democracy, tradition, etc. “The nation” 
can thus be understood as being comprised by a chain of affective referents.

Agonistics of belonging: rethinking the political frontier within the 
shifting power paradigm  
Anete  Vanaga (University of Latvia)

In this article a post-hegemonic thought, a notion of a political frontier 
between those who belong, and those who don’t instead of hegemonic 
identities, is provoked. By looking at the cultural planning strategies in micro-
neighborhoods in Latvia, I argue that instead of creating a dialogue between 
different identities, creative approaches of destruction of attachments, as 
defined by Latour, is at work. In broader categories speaking it is the process 
of neo-liberalization of the “Illiberal East”. I argue that by employing the tool of 
ecology of practices, the borders of neoliberalism can be recognized, instead 
of continuation of the destruction of the dismissed attachments, giving space 
to an approach I aim to call the agonistics of belonging.

By applying the tool developed by Isabelle Stengers, ecology of practice, 
engaging the Deleuzian paradigm of power, the prioritization of particular 
practices becomes evident. It is what Stengers refers to as confusion of 

The construction of a ‘people’. Peronism and Obradorism  
Alejandro Moreno (University of Essex)

The aim of this paper is to analyse and compare the processes of construction 
of a ‘people’ by the articulation of demands, in relation with the development 
of the polarization and dichotomization of the political arena that lead to 
the triumph of Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador (AMLO) in Mexico and Peron 
in Argentina. Both processes achieved to divided the political arena in an 
antagonistic way. Further, in the Argentinian case, we could affirm that Peron 
has become an ‘empty signifier’ (where his name has been transformed into 
a mythical figure). The political arena is still divided in Peronist and anti-
Peronist groups. For the last 14 years, in Mexico the field has been separated 
in Obradorist and anti-Obradorist. 

Comparing these processes would help us to see the similarities, but 
principally the differences in these political constructions. It is evident that 
the really existent populisms have been developed by strong leaderships 
(Vargas, Peron, Chavez, Evo Morales, Kirchner, Lula). Nonetheless, in Laclau’s 
work, the role of the leader in a populist construction is not very developed. 
Therefore, another objective would be to analyse the role of the leader in 
these populist constructions.

tools to confront the various ideologies of global capitalism without falling 
into the traps of false consciousness and class essentialism. Each step will be 
complemented with reference to debates within the politics of international 
development.

attachments with universal obligations that allows practitioners destroy 
other practices by either not recognizing them or acknowledging them as 
invalid. By demystifying the universal obligations, the radical negativity of 
belonging can be recognized, facilitating coexistence instead of destruction, 
even if unrecognized, forming adversarial relationship (agonistic) with the 
other.

4. National Projects in the European Union and the challenges for 
the Process of Integration  
Rafel Oliver Ramis (University of Essex)

The emergence of different forms of nation state was the result of the 
struggles among capitalist class and the emerging bourgeois. The history 
of nations reflected their projects and aimed towards the consecutions of 
their objectives. The nation state consolidated as the dominant form among 
different forms of states because it allowed to resolve the contradictions 
capitalism brought with it and subordinated any form of conflict to the 
limits of the nation state. However, in the last few decades we have seen 
a transformation of the role of the states, a displacement as the centre of 
national sovereignty towards other supranational institutions that became, 
at the same time, a new field for conflicts. The configurations of these 
institutions reflect the equilibrium of forces of their constitutive moments 
and further transformations and presented a project for the states’ evolution 
without alternatives. Nevertheless, these institutions and their projects are 
now being challenged. Particularly in Europe, the emergence of populist 
formations cannot be understood without the demand of recovering the 
national sovereignty, in terms of decision making and conflict resolution, and 
the lack of alternatives to the process of integration and to the way it is taking 
place. D
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The purpose of this paper will be the creation of a framework that allows us 
to understand the logic of the struggles undergoing the transformation of 
the states within the context of neoliberal hegemony crisis. The approaches 
to Political Discourse Theory and the Logics for Critical Explanation will be 
fundamental to construct our framework. The article will take the European 
Union as the model and will try to show how the integration process (which 
implies a transformation of the nation-states) has been challenged. This 
framework will allow us to grasp the meaning and causes of the current 
struggles to appropriate and re-articulate the national identities towards new 
aims and the horizons that these projects draw for the further development 
and struggles in the frame of the European Union. 

PANEL XIII: DEVELOPMENTS IN INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS THROUGH DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 1  
Seminar Room EBS 2.41

1. Norms vs Interests within the International Liberal Order   
Ines Stasa (Epoka University)

Current international liberal order is being in question due to the questioning 
situations that globalization, liberalism and security issues have put the entire 
world into fever. There are intra and inter- relations of states and regions, 
with a high importance to be defined and be brought into the academics 
arena, in order to clearly illuminate whether there is a contestation of values 
of Western Part of the World, or the rest of the world is attempting to deepen 
their influence into values of current international liberal order. 

This paper modestly aims at contributing in a very related discussion to 
European Union norms and values into the international liberal order and 
its impact to aspiring EU countries, such as the Western Balkan countries. 
Through the main three parts of this paper, we will define at first definitions 
of concepts such as international liberal order, liberalism, order, hegemony, 
legitimacy, sovereignty, values and interests. These key political frames will 
highlight the first part of paper, by focusing the arguments to values and 
norms of international liberal order and interests of states to be within this 
order. 

The second part of paper will be focused more on the European Union 
contribution and role within the international liberal order. Also, will be 
analysed how the countries such as Hungary, Poland, Czech Republic and 
Italy are organized into a debate that looks like a contestation of values that 
liberal order brings into the European States. What is happening within the 
European Union states in terms of migration and rising populism claims? 

The third part is mainly focused at the Western Balkan countries and the 
impact that the abovementioned issues have on aspiring EU countries. What 
is the attitude of these countries towards EU integration and how is affecting 
the recent events within EU to Western Balkans? Do these countries follow 
their regional interests or rely more on the values and norms of EU and 
international liberal order?

Affect and the Regulated Madness of Decision: Towards a 
Lacanian Analysis of Foreign Policy 
Jakub Eberle (Institute of International Relations)

This paper argues that a Lacanian theorisation of affect and decision is 
well-suited to enrich discourse-theoretical foreign policy analysis (FPA). 
Discursive studies have examined how state actions become possible and 
how states depend on foreign policies to reproduce themselves as actors. 
However, the focus has been too much on the symbolic and structural aspects, 
underappreciating the affective force of discourse and/or the problem of 
decision, the latter a central question in traditional FPA. Conceptualising the 
subject as split between discursive and affective sides, constantly trying to 
reconstitute herself by filling the void at her heart, I develop a novel FPA 
framework around Ernesto Laclau’s notion of decision as ‘regulated madness’. 
This consists of three analytical steps, which can be operationalised through 
three different sets of logics of critical explanation as defined by Glynos and 
Howarth: the examination of structural resources that make foreign policies 
possible (social logics), the analysis of affective attachments that explains 
why certain actions are appealing (fantasmatic logic), and the encircling of 
the radically contingent aspects of a decision (political logics). 

2.

The Rise of China? Towards a New IR Ontology to Understand 
China’s Engagement with the South American Pacific
Claudio Coloma Rojas (University of Essex)

Since the nineties, a belief in the causal role of liberal institutions and natural 
resources to explain international outcomes as well as an assumption of a 
‘global liberal order’ have been central tenets of International Relations Theory 
(IRT). However, such a belief not only obscures the plurality of international 
relations but also results in poor explanations of China’s engagement with 
South America. This paper analyses the categories of materialism and 
idealism in mainstream IR and aims to overcome such a dualism by applying 
Laclau and Mouffe’s notion of ‘the instability of the objects’. In so doing, it 
takes as an example China-Chile relationship, which has experienced a good 
number of pioneering commitments since the nineties; among them, Chile 
was the first country in the world to sign a free trade agreement with China. 
Although at first glance mainstream IRT could explain this outcome, the use 
of this approach results in explanatory contradictions and ontological deficits 
to understand the particularities of this relationship. In contrast, we propose 
the use of the ontology of the Essex School of Discourse Theory, to explore 
new solutions for those gaps that persist not only in the scholarship of Chile-
China relationship but also in the growing field of post-Western IR.

3.

Neoliberal Environmentalism and Fantasy in the Global Climate 
Change -A post-structuralist discursive analysis
Anar Koli (Soka University)

Focusing on the role of global economic institutions, this study combines 
the concept of fantasy (Lacan, 2001; Glynos, 2002; Glynos and Howarth 
2007) and the theory of discursive hegemony (Laclau and Mouffe, 1985) to 
understand how fantasies shape global environmental relations, and practices 
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PANEL XV: TRANSGRESSING EXCLUSIVE SPACES  
Seminar Room EBS 2.46

1. Patriarchal Discomfort? Women in the British Army and how UK 
Society Makes Sense of It   
Karin Ohno (University of Essex)

The notion of military masculinities and its conceptualization have drawn 
considerable attention from scholars in studies of gender and militarism. 
However, overreliance on the concept of military masculinities could limit 
our ability to unpack the complex nexus of gender and militarism, as well 
as its effects and implications. It reduces issues such as low representation 
of women and sexual violence against women and sexual minorities in the 
military to a mode of masculine identity thought to be unique to the military. 
This paper suggests that, in addition to military gender norms, societal 
gender norms play a crucial role in explaining such issues. In particular, it 
focuses on the representations and perceptions of women in the military and 
a sense of discomfort they may induce in the society. By conducting discourse 
analysis and deconstruction of texts, ranging from official documents to 
popular entertainment such as films and TV shows, this paper points to the 
importance of investigating the interrelations between the military and its 
host society. The analysis of such interrelations, undoubtedly, signals to look 
into the impacts of military gender norms and vice versa. Exploring how 
women in the military are represented and perceived both within and outside 
the organization, the paper suggests that what accounts for patriarchal 
discomfort is not just military masculinities and military gender norms but 
also societal/civilian gender norms and our expectations for the military. 

particularly to respond climate change. Glynos and Howarth (2007) captures 
social fantasies as narratives ‘providing an image of fullness, wholeness 
or harmony on the one hand while conjuring up threats and obstacles to 
its realization’. Thus any hegemonic project has to contain a fantasmatic 
narrative. Glynos and Howarth’s Logics of Critical Explanation (2007) has 
made significant contributions in emphasising the role of psychoanalytic 
concepts, and its importance in discursive articulations and power relations. 
However, empirical studies remain limited, specifically in global environmental 
politics studies where we can expand this rich theoretical tradition to an 
equally solid empirical research.

Thus, focusing on the psychoanalytic dimension of discourse analysis, 
this study sheds light on analysing how the discourse of neoliberal 
environmentalism is institutionalized in the global policy arenas and how 
specialized environmental discourses are constructed as articulations of 
knowledge and geo-power. This study particularly focuses on how fantasies 
are shared for social cooperation, particularly among the developing countries 
through the global economic institutions.

Discourse, Male Gaze and Power: Feminist Resistance in Located 
Spaces 
Stavros Kartsonas (University of Loughborough)

On one hand, our everyday life is enriched with meaning by seemingly 
mundane loops; stories or scenario we perform always in relation to 
particular space(s) -what Nirmal Puwar calls “living scripts”-. Thus, space 
is not an abstract or meaningless container but the already meaningful, 
theatrical stage where we perform our scripts. However, these spatial stories 
we provide ourselves are not neutral. they are the products of “discourses”: 
groups of statements that structure the way we think about everyday things, 
as well as the way we act based on that thinking. On the other hand, the 
psychoanalytic concept of the male gaze implies a way of seeing that is both 
gendered and gendering, bearing voyeuristic and fetishistic claims upon the 
feminine / LGTBQ+ body, which is being objectified and captured inside 
a patriarchal spectrum of visibility. What will be examined is the empirical 
methodological use of discourse analysis in a specific space (student dorms 
of National and Kapodistrian University of Athens) under a psychoanalytic 
feminist lens. What possibilities of resistance are opened against patriarchal 
objectification through such analytical means?

2.

Refusing (Emotional) Work in ‘Harmful Industries’ – when Survival 
Strategies Fail 
Maria Brock (Cardiff University) & Sara Persson (Södertörn University)

This paper examines and compares our experiences of emotional labour and 
its refusal in male dominated ’harmful’ corporate environments (in this case, 
the private banking and oil sectors), and how strategies and fantasmatic 
narratives to justify and stay in our professional roles eventually failed. 
Through autoethnographic work, which includes peer-to-peer interviews and 
comparative writing exercises, we examine our former roles in the finance and 
oil industries and what these experiences have in common – most crucially, 
the emotional labour which we provided to feminise and ‘soften’ the impact 
of these strongly hierarchical, excessive and often corrupt industries.

These commonalities also involved various survival strategies, for example 
operating in roles focused on costumer and community relations by engaging 
in various forms of quiet resistance and transgression, thereby convincing 
ourselves that we remained ‘outsiders’ in an industry we refused to identify 
with. In addition, our stories feature common moments of rupture, moments 
in which our identities as outsiders were highlighted, not only through our 
internal resistance strategies, but also by other actors framing us as such 
based on our bodies and identities as women. These moments eventually 
led to our exit from these industries. Re-framing and re-interpreting these 
experiences from our current subject positions as academics, we ask what it 
means to provide (emotional) labour to harmful industries.

3.
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Inclusive Communities through Education: Reaching beyond 
Exclusive Identification 
Tuomas Tervasmäki (Tampere University)

Globalisation has intensified the flows of goods, capital, information and 
people over the borders of nations. Humanitarian crises such as the war in 
Syria have increased the number of asylum seekers, especially in Europe. 
To temper these tensions between different cultures, the idea of world 
citizenship has been articulated as one of the most important objectives of 
education nationally (Finnish Core Curriculum for Basic Education 2014) and 
globally (UNESCO etc.). World citizenship has been criticised for being too 
Eurocentric and idealistic, but still it offers an interesting starting point with 
its inherent promise of a inclusive community that would not exclude any 
human being.

In this study I ponder the conditions of possibilities of such a community by 
exploring two prominent theories of identity construction: Ernesto Laclau’s 
formulation of identification and Mika Ojakangas’ reading of apostle Paul’s 
universalism. From the perspective of education, it can be argued that 
Laclau’s exclusive identity construction is insufficient, since the excluded 
would lack recognition, which is seen to be a vital human need and an 
important element of personal growth (Taylor 1994). I attempt to involve 
Laclau’s theory in dialogue with Ojakangas’ theory of becoming whosoever 
and ponder the possibilities of a new synthesis that would overcome the 
exclusionary elements of political identity and therefore articulate a basis 
for a subjectivity that is necessary for ethical education towards an inclusive 
community.

4.
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PARALLEL PANELS

DAY 1 - 3RD SESSION 15.30 – 17.00

PANEL III: THE IMAGE IN THE PLURAL: SESSION 1 
Seminar Room EBS 2.45
Panel Organizers: Anna Schober (Alpen-Adria-Universität Klagenfurt) & M. Ragip 
Zik (Frei  Universität Berlin)

1.

2.

Image and Politics: The Visual Discourse of the “Alianza 
Cambiemos”  
Ana Aymá (National University of Quilmes)

One of the strategies of the presidential campaign (Garcia Beaudoux, V. et al., 
2005) of 2015 in Argentina, of then-candidate and now President, Mauricio 
Macri, was appealing to a “new way of making politics” based on the slogan: 
“talk less and do more.” In the speeches delivered by Macri, before and after 
November 22, 2015, we have been able to read and hear phrases like these 
repeatedly: “We are fed up with speeches”, or “Never a speech could fix a 
door. With words you do not build a house, you do not save a life, you do not 
reach the moon. “ 

We consider that this form of expressing an explicit distrust of verbal language 
is a distinctive feature, which has been shaping up as an identity mark, of 
Mauricio Macri’s discourse as a leader of his party: Alianza Cambiemos.

From this starting point, in this paper, we propose to investigate the sign 
making process of the visual discourse of the Alianza Cambiemos, focusing 
in the spots of general election campaign in 2015. We research the function of 
images in Cambiemos discourse, used as a semiotic resource in confrontation 
with the common usage of verbal speech in the political field.

2The Construction of the Homeless as a Discursive-Political 
Struggle: A Discursive-Theoretical Re-Reading of the Homeless 
Subject Position in the Greek Street Paper Shedia  
Nico Carpentier (Charles University, Prague) & Vaia Doudaki (Uppsala 
University)

The construction of the homeless as a discursive-political struggle: A 
discursive-theoretical re-reading of the homeless subject position in the 
Greek street paper shedia.

Within the literature on homelessness, the attention for what is often called 
‘homeless identity’ is slowly increasing, and within this body of knowledge, 
also the complex, contingent and contested nature of this identity becomes 
more visible. This article aims to contribute to this discussion, by deploying 
Laclau and Mouffe’s (1985) discourse theory to produce a (discursive-) 
theoretical re-reading of the homeless identity, or, in discourse-theoretical 
terms: the homeless subject position. 

Acknowledging that the homeless subject position is part of a larger 
assemblage, this article, in particular, aims to show the contested nature of 
this subject position and how it is an object of political struggle. In a second 
part, this article zooms in on the literature on media constructions, and the 
struggle over the homeless subject position in (and between) mainstream 
media and the so-called street press.  The last part of the paper illustrates 
the condensation of this discursive struggle in one particular street paper, 
the Greek shedia, and shows how this struggle is centred around three nodal 
points: the home, agency and citizenship.

3.

4.

Populism in Images: Performative Aspects of Political Leaders in 
Venezuela and Hungary 
Virpi Salojärvi  & Emilia Palonen (University of Helsinki)

Political meaning-making is closely connected to affective ties in Laclau’s 
theory (Palonen 2018) and following Butler (Butler and al. 2000) it should 
be emphasized that it is the performative character of meaning-making 
what makes it constitutive. We draw on rhetoric-performative analysis as a 
form of discourse theory (Palonen 2018). Visual images may add meaning 
or create it in a more unconscious way than written texts because they 
can be instrumental in influencing emotions. Therefore, an image is an easy 
way to deliver a message because many of our interpretations are made 
unconsciously (Schwarz and Clore 1988).

The focus in this paper is on how populist form is performed and challenged 
visually in the characters of political leaders. The case studies explore Chávez 
in Venezuela and Orban in Hungary. Here we explore emotions frontiers 
and drawing together elements – suggesting emotional transparency and 
consequently a perception of authenticity (Nahon Serfaty 2017) highlights 
the special authentic connection between the leader and the people, thus, 
generating the sense of ‘us’.

Media (Mediacy) and Discourse Theory  
Thomas Siomos (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki)

It is known that the constructed or dictated by the Media meanings has 
been adequately investigated by the Media studies with methodological 
approaches such as Framing, Audiovisual Framing Analysis or Multimodal 
Analysis. However, on the ontological level, there is still a wide field for 
further investigation and reflection. Simons (2011) suggests that Discourse 
Theory would be benefited from Media and Culture theories to approach the 
mediated nature of the public and understanding the emotional investment 
in constructing identities. While much earlier, Jesus Martin-Barbero pointed 
out that the issue of Gramscian hegemony is also settled through the Media 
(Martin-Barbero, 1993). As he explains, “in order for hegemony to function, 
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people had to access the language through which hegemony was articulated” 
(Martin-Barbero, 1993, p. 99) and media is part of this language.

In this paper, we will investigate the concept of “Mediacy” (as the opposite 
to the sense of Immediacy) and its potential role in the Discourse Theory. 
Our analysis is about the Mediacy as an ontological category and we aim 
to place the concepts of Media, Mediacy, Mediatization, Mediation on a 
methodological grid.

PANEL VIII: ANALYSING POLITICAL DISCOURSE: 
POST-STRUCTURALISM AND POST-POSITIVISM IN 
CONVERSATION   
Seminar Room EBS 2.40
Panel Organizers: Kakia Christou (University of Essex) and Juan Teleria 
(University of the Basque Country)

1. 2.

3.

YouTube Populism   
Alan Finlayson  (University of East-Anglia)

It is clear that ‘social media’ have played a role in the spread of ‘populist’ 
politics. Political analyses of this phenomenon often concentrate on the ways 
in which social media gave a platform to new kinds of political participant 
(previously unable to reach large audiences) and enabled the dissemination 
of false information or exaggerated claims. However, such a focus on the 
content and volume of social media underplays the significance of discursive 
and rhetorical form. Online platforms, and specifically You Tube, have 
given rise to distinct kinds of rhetorical style which, in themselves, have an 
ideological force, which has been developed and deployed most effectively 
by ‘populists’ on the political right. 

Understanding and analysing this phenomenon requires reflecting on how 
to combine theories of social media technology with theories of political 
discourse and political rhetoric. In this paper I initiate such reflections 
through investigation of a single case-study - a You Tube video produced by 
the British-based (but internationally watched) political agitator Paul Joseph 
Watson. Released on 5th June 2016 (three weeks before the referendum) 
The Truth About Brexit has been viewed 834 thousand times. It was not the 
most watched video promoting Leave nor the most influential. But, I argue, 
it is an exemplary text, and as such a source for studying the development 
of political-discourse online, its relationship to technology and its ideological 
form. 

In the paper, after reviewing the theoretical and related research context, I will 
analyse the video in three further sections. 

Firstly, I will examine it in terms of its ‘rhetorical situation’ - the context of the 
referendum, and Watson’s already developed political persona, as well as the 
affordances of the medium. In particular I will show how the restraints placed 
on ‘amateur’ video production turn into creative opportunities to develop a 
distinct ‘outsider’ style of political speech.

Encrypting Human Rights: The Intertwining of Resistance Voices 
in the UK State Surveillance Debate    
Amy Stevens & James Allen-Robertson (University of Essex)

As a contribution to ongoing surveillance debates, this paper reveals the 
intertwining of diverse interests and voices which speak in resistance to UK 
state surveillance.  Through a computational topic modelling based mixed 
methods analysis of the submissions made to the draft Investigatory Powers 
Bill consultation, the paper demonstrates the diversity and intersection of 
discourses with in different actor groups, including civil society and the 
technology industry.

We demonstrate that encryption is a key issue for these groups and conflated 
with a human rights discourse. This serves to unite seemingly disparate 
interests by imbuing encryption with a responsibility for the protection of 
human rights, but also threatens to legitimate corporate interests and distract 
from their own data-driven activities of surveillance capitalism.

Narratives of Development and Sustainability: Topic Modelling 
of a Corpus of UN Development Program Human Development 
Reports    
Juan Telleria (University of the Basque Country) &  Kakia Christou 
(University of Essex)  

“There is much quantitative data available about poverty, inequality and 
economic development. Also, there is lot of qualitative reflexion and analysis 
about these issues, their interactions and their global and local dynamics. 
Combining both sources of information (qual-quant) in the global and 
the local level would give us a wider and profounder understanding of 
the problem. However, it is not always possible to contrast what has been 
measured (empirical quantitative data), what has been said (qualitative 
reflections) and what has been done (practices at local level). This is the 
case, for example, of the Human Development Reports (HDRs) of the United 

Secondly, drawing on theories of performance, and its relationship to ideology, 
I explore Watsons performance of ethos, as exemplified in this video showing 
how that style has ideological content. 

In the third section I concentrate on Watson’s speech. I show how he construes 
the referendum as a moment of political opportunity and in so doing defines 
it through narration, locating it in a very particular and selective ‘historical’ 
context.  I then look at how this establishes the basis for a rhetoric of division 
and unity centred on oppositions of us and them, for and against the people, 
truth and lies, good and evil, in which Brexit becomes a catachrestical name 
for something larger than the UK’s membership of the EU.

In a final ‘discussion’ section, I connect my findings back to wider research 
on the way technologies are changing political rhetoric and contributing to 
a ‘populist turn’ in which rhetoric concentrates on ethos-based appeals that 
support absolute moral judgments which divide the world into two opposed 
camps. 
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Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Since 1990 these reports offer 
both a quantitative and a qualitative analysis of global and local development 
dynamics and practices. However, almost 800 reports have been published 
so far in almost ten different languages which makes it an impossible 
endeavour for any single researcher to analyse single-handedly. We compiled 
global, regional and national HDRs from 1990 to 2018 in a machine-readable 
corpus. We used Python-based Text Data Mining tools and methods (topic 
classification using word embeddings representations) to classify topics 
and other patterns in the text. We highlight the opportunities of using text 
data mining tools to support with the analysis of such policy texts, and the 
potential they open up to combine text data with quantitative measures from 
UNDP and other organisations (e.g. World Bank); and 2) how these can be 
mapped onto other development initiatives such as the UN’s Sustainability 
Development Goal topics. We will also critically discuss the challenges and 
tensions of the usage of text mining methods in development studies.”

4.

5.

Private Military in American Media Discourse during Iraq. An 
Attempt at Making Use of Corpus Linguistics   
Christopher Kearney (University of Bamberg)

Scholars have increasingly attempted to ‘translate’ discourse theory into 
concrete research methods by tapping into corpus linguistic or lexicometric 
tools. Yet in practice, unresolved questions remain, among which are concerns 
of utility, compatibility and demands on the researcher. This article aims to 
contribute by sharing one way of utilizing these methods and reflecting on 
the process. 

Under scrutiny is a corpus of American newspaper articles from 2001 to 2010, 
the analysis of which attempts to draw out the main political logics that help 
explain a conundrum in global politics: The existence of private military firms is 
currently being normalized via processes of standardization and legalization. 
How come there has been no widespread popular “mercenary outcry”, 
despite the negative public image of these firms? How can this contradiction 
be explained? Collocation analyses and concordances are employed to 
investigate which signifying patterns surrounding mercenaries and private 
security are well-entrenched and how this changed diachronically.  

Results suggest that a corpus-driven investigation can help in finding 
unexpected developments within the data. Nevertheless, the temporal 
investment necessary to carry out lexicometric analyses is substantial, 
rendering the effort-output ratio a thorny issue and hamstringing the appeal 
of using lexicometry in small projects.

Globalization, Education, Emancipation    
Tilo Hase (University of Kassel)

Through my current PhD research project I analyse the construction 
of discourse in order to deal with global inequality and the ecological 
devastation in the field of international co-operations in the education 
sector. The discursive space, its content, limits and the resulting effects 

on the conceptualization of an education which leads to a more equitable 
globalization are the centre of my work. By using political discourse analysis, 
I try to analyse how the ideas and organizations in that field are constructed.

To do so I operationalize the political discourse theory with the triangulation 
of two established sets of methods: The lexicometry and the analysis of 
narrative structures. The first analyses how meanings are constructed by 
the quantitative aspects of the relations between the lexicalic elements of 
discourse. The second helps to understand the quality of these relations. 
Like this, the act of interpretation is relocated at the end of the research 
process. Self-generated text corpora provide the basic material for the 
discourse analysis. The text corpora contains digital documents by different 
speaker´s positions relevant to the field. Marginal speaker´s positions will be 
supplemented by transcripted interviews.

With my work I aim to radically rethink organisations and institutions in the 
international education sector.

PANEL XII: MEDIATING REALITY: DISCURSIVE 
PERSPECTIVES ON MEDIA    
Seminar Room EBS 2.46

1. Hegemony, Consent or Common-Sense? The Czech News 
Discourse after 1989    
Lýdie Kárníková (Charles University, Prague)

Since the Velvet revolution in 1989, the Czech society has been on a long path 
of self-re-definition. The presented project seeks to explore ways new socio-
political directions have been negotiated in the discourse of Czech news 
media, focusing on the assumed and presupposed across intertextual and 
interdiscursive levels. Through a combination of quantitative and qualitative 
methods, the project aims at investigating the hegemonic discursive 
structures as they have been operating within the news discourse throughout 
the three decades of the democratic period, and examining the tendencies in 
reproducing, or deviating from, the consensus regarding the aspects of the 
new regime.

Drawing on the principles of Critical Discourse Studies, the project seeks 
to scrutinize social phenomena through communication processes. The 
methodological toolkit is based on the discourse-historical approach 
developed by R. Wodak and M. Reisigl; the notions of consensus and 
hegemony are examined through the lens of cultural studies, with special 
emphasis on the works of Stuart Hall. Ideology, another relevant term, is 
understood broadly, in its cognitive dimension as advocated for by T. van Dijk, 
or, as M. M. Bachtin and V. N. Volosinov suggested in 1920s, as an expression 
of cultural activities of a society in the area of language, art, philosophy, 
science, or morality. D
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Participation Amidst Radical Contingency: bringing Performative 
Acts into Discourse-Theoretical Analysis of Alternative Media 
Production   
Kirill Filimonov (Uppsala University)

Professional journalism largely finds itself in the moment of dislocation, 
searching for new narratives to define its identity and still unable to “recover 
the conditions in which anything journalists do makes a difference” (Rosen, 
2016). This challenging context makes it relevant to revisit alternative and 
participatory media that seek to create spaces for their audiences to get 
engaged in media co-production, reminding of the democratic deficit that 
has long haunted mainstream media. The paper suggests an innovative 
theoretical framework for an analysis of participatory processes in media 
that would do justice to the multiple levels of antagonisms that characterise 
alternative (and participatory) media production. Combining Laclau and 
Mouffe’s discourse-theoretical toolbox with Butler’s notion of performative 
act, it brings attention both to both discursive and material levels of 
participatory practices. It argues that discourse on participation is produced 
by articulatory practices on macro-level that are performed through 
materialised, embodied practices on micro-level. This entanglement enables 
to achieve a temporary stabilisation of power dynamics, but also emphasises 
the radical contingency that underlies the participatory processes as part of 
the social. The paper provides examples from an ongoing empirical study 
featuring participant observations and interviews in two Russian alternative 
media communities.

The Logics of the Like: Understanding Ideological Change on 
Social Media through Discourse Theory   
Dan Smith (Cambridge University)

This paper will consider recent literature in digital humanities on the spread 
of political propaganda online and will offer a theoretical intervention on 
the complex interplay of social media, political discourse, and ideological 
interpellation in the 21st century. Using the American Right as a case study, I 
will look at some of the leading figures in what Lewis called the ‘Alternative 
Influence Network’: a network of social media influencers promoting a broad 
array of right-wing ideas on YouTube and other social media platforms. I will 
consider both the medium and the message in this case, and will attempt 
to offer some insights into the way that social media, as the new medium 
through which ideologies propagate themselves, has led to a fundamental 
shift in the nature of political ideologies and discourse in the 21st century. 
In particular I will consider the way that social media influencers operate as 
‘organic intellectuals’ a la Gramsci, and on the ‘memeification’ of politics in the 
21st century. After briefly considering how these changes might be considered 
through both the discourse-theoretical and ideational approaches to the 
study of ideologies, I will conclude with a discussion of the contemporary 
(social) media landscape and the future of politics.

Media Discourses about Populism: Protecting what Kind of 
Democracy?   
Jana Goyvaerts (Vrije Universiteit Brussel)

Journalists are generally not very fond of populist politics, that much seems 
clear from the negativepress populism has gotten. Much of the attention 
seems to be driven by concerns about the impact of populism on democracy, 
and the label is often used to place someone outside “political business as 
usual” (Brookes, 2018: 13). But when journalists take on this role as watchdog 
of democracy, what kind of democracy are they protecting?

In this paper, I explore different models of democracy and how they relate 
to these meaning-making practices around the signifier ‘populism’. On the 
one hand, I will look at how media construct a democracy in crisis: which 
‘democracy’ is endangered? In what ways does ‘populism’ threaten this 
democracy? On the other hand, I will explore the signifying function of 
populism within this discourse. Can populism still be considered an empty 
signifier if there is barely any hegemonic struggle or contestation? Has its 
meaning reached some sort of closure, and what does this mean?

This discourse-theoretical analysis, based on an extensive literature review 
and a preliminary empirical analysis, will mainly follow Laclau & Mouffe 
(1985), complemented with the logics approach (Glynos & Howarth, 2007) 
and secondary articles (e.g. Carpentier & De Cleen, 2007; Howarth, 2014; 
Jørgensen & Phillips, 2002; Marttila, 2019).

PANEL XVIII: RUPTURE & THE POLITICS OF THE 
EXTRAORDINARY    
Seminar Room EBS 2.41

1. The Anthropocene, the Commons and the Prospect of Radical 
Democracy     
Ioannis Rigkos (Macquarie University of Australia and University of 
Copenhagen, Denmark)

The Anthropocene has been suggested to be a new epoch that problematizes 
human relation with non-human actors and environments. At the same time 
as Anthropocene awareness has grown, the global financial crisis occurred 
in 2008. Many states began to cut social spending while at the same time 
aligning with markets in the pursuit of (re)producing economic growth. 
Social responses arose as a response to the inability of political parties to 
articulate alternative ways of living. Many scholars have started to frame 
social responses in terms of “commoning”. Commoning is suggested to entail 
elements of living that can potentially challenge the modes that reproduce 
the Anthropocene. In a period where planetary environmental stability is 
threatened, the discussion about how to reverse this global catastrophe 
makes the conversation about commoning urgent. In order to respond to 
the question of how to tackle the destructive consequences attributed to 
the Anthropocene epoch, this paper suggests that the relation between the 
Anthropocene and commoning should be first mapped out. The researcher 
locates four major Anthropocene articulations. Each articulation allows a 
different understanding about the goals, the actors, the practices and the 
limits of commoning. The premise of this paper is that an Anthropocene frame 
is needed in order to provide a ground for different political possibilities to 
flourish.
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Hegemony Analysis Meets Anti-Communism: Challenges and 
Chances    
Michalina Golinczak (European University Viadrina Frankfurt)

With the collapse of state socialism in Eastern Europe as well as the narrative 
of the “end of history” and the superiority of capitalism and liberal democracy, 
anti-communism gained new momentum. In Poland, similar to some other 
post-socialist states, it has become a hegemonic discourse that manifests 
itself in (and reproduces itself through) legislation, public history, everyday 
political life, and education, as well as pop culture. I propose to apply 
hegemony analysis, as developed by the political scientist Martin Nonhoff—
and based on Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse theory—to anti-communism in 
contemporary Poland. I argue that as a result of an antagonistic division of 
discursive space, communism becomes a “general crime”, an obstacle that 
must be removed so that Polish society can find “ultimate reconciliation 
with itself” and reach its (mythical) fullness. In anti-communist narrative, 
this obstacle, the “enemy within”, is partly being externalised, turning anti-
communism into—what I call—a populist-reformist discourse. Moreover, I 
discuss what discourse theory, as a problem-driven approach, can learn 
from this specific empirical case and what are the benefits, challenges, and 
limitations regarding its application. I also ask which additional tools and 
concepts would be useful for an interdisciplinary analysis of hegemonies.

Collective Mandate: the Candidacy of the Bancada Ativista in the 
Elections of the Legislative Assembly of São Paulo (2018)    
Rosemary Segurado (PUCSP e FESPSP) & Tathiana Chicarino (PUCSP e 
FESPSP)  & Sebastian Ronderos (University of Essex)

The present proposal critically explores the candidacy of the self-proclaimed 
Bancada Activista, publicly launched in the 2018 Brazilian elections as a 
collective platform constituted by nine co-candidates to the State Chamber 
of São Paulo. The members, initially identified with dissimilar struggles within 
the social movements, were driven by the aim of articulating a distinctive form 
of leadership and political representation, distant from the characteristically 
personalist form of parliamentary activity in the country. We consider this 
to be a new experience, in light of its collective character, overflowing 
traditional forms of representation commonly constrained to a single political 
personality. That is, a reversal of individualization for collectivizing the 
parliamentary mandate, both in the presentation of the plaque in dispute as 
of its subsequent execution.

It is noteworthy how, even with the broad diagnosis of the crisis of political 
parties and forms of political leadership, we find little experiences committed 
to the questioning of parliamentary protocols having as central objective 
representation rather than insulation, even when searching for analogous 
examples in others countries. We believe that the broad and qualified literature 
on political parties addresses crucial aspects for the understanding of the 
party and the electoral structure, but when analysing the electoral experience 
brought about by the proposal of a collective mandate, these strategies seem 
to be somehow wanting. In order to explore this phenomenon, we initially 
undertake a contextualized self-interpretation of the key historical events that 
fall within the scope of mass mobilizations of disruptive content occurring 

Lula and the Workers’ party in the last Brazilian political crisis: 
between a postponed populist hegemony and the loss of the 
state political control    
Cecilia Ipar (Universidade de São Paulo)

Jair Bolsonaro’s defeat in the last presidential elections in Brazil should be 
understood as a flashpoint or partial finalisation of a large process of crisis and 
deterioration of the Workers’ Party political project, headed by Luiz Ignácio 
Lula da Silva, for which the main explanatory variables have to be  analysed 
under what Gramsci named ‘analysis of situation’. That is, a development 
of a current situation analysis into a specific hegemonic system framework 
which comprises and turns that situation into something possible.  It requires 
what Gramsci describes as the complex relationship between structure and 
superstructure, as both fundamental anchors and pillars of the hegemony, 
which implies also a characterization of political forces and actors struggling 
in the national political scene. The historical framework in which this analysis 
of situation is going to be considered is the hegemony which came from 
the re-democratization process since 1985 until now. We focus on the last 
most relevant events, from popular manifestations of the June of 2013 -which 
led to a deterioration of the political crisis and the end of Dilma Rousseff’s 
government- to the imprisonment of Lula and then the rise of Jair Bolsonaro 
to the government of the Republic. The main interpretative hypothesis 
for this process is that PT was weak, confused and has been caught up 
between an oscillating tendency to struggle and dispute a populist counter-
hegemony finally postponed, and to continue with the classical agreements 
of governability in order to maintain the post-dictatorial hegemony. In 
addition to this, it should be included an extra disorientation and paralysation 
because of the loss of the state political control. In order to think about an 
epistemological perspective of the political analysis of the discourse -which 
could be consistent with the hegemony theory- and their methodological 
strategies, we will specially highlight the importance of establishing historical 
periods into which our empirical political studies should be developed.                    

globally since the year 2011, having as most relevant point of inflection the 
Brazilian Journeys of June in 2013. 

Thus, the Post-Structuralist Discourse Theory, particularly focusing on 
its account of structure and agency, embeds our theoretical approach. In 
doing so, we aim to comprehend how through the events in the Journeys of 
June, by the visibility of dislocated social structures, various forms of radical 
subjectivity appeared, articulating new collective wills and political forces 
through novel discursive and social practices, taking the Bancada Ativista as 
one of the most challenging and promising of these experiences. We used a 
semi-structured interview as the main empirical subsidy in order to understand 
the course of such an application, from its emergence to the challenges of 
the campaign, and the prospects for the unfolding of the mandate. The 
research strategy is anchored in the Logics of Critical Explanation to account 
for the institution, contestation and sedimentation of social practices and 
regimes here at stake, providing a bridge between the description and the 
explanation/critique through a retroductive form of reasoning. 
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PARALLEL PANELS

DAY 2 - 1ST SESSION 09.30 – 11.00

PANEL VI: FANTASY BEYOND LOGICS: 
UNDERSTANDING AFFECTIVE RELATIONS  
Seminar Room EBS 2.46
Panel Organizers: Jelle Behagel (Wageningen University) and Aysem Mert 
(Stockholm University)

1.

3.

4.

2.

Entangling the Fantasy in the Political: How to Critically Study the 
Phantasmal?   
Jelle Behagel (Wageningen University)  & Ayşem Mert (Stockholm 
University) 

Fantasy transforms other political imageries, brings about new ones, and 
forms new practices, standards, and routines. Different fantasies of various 
naturecultures imagine different futures, effectively changing ontological 
stances, epistemological preferences, political imaginaries and social 
practices. In this paper, we address how social imaginaries, institutional and 
policy processes, and everyday practices are transformed through fantasies 
while also co-constructing the fantasy itself. The sets out two accomplish two 
things. First, we clarify how various concepts in use in social theory relate to 
the concept of fantasy, particularly focusing on ecologies, ghosts, hybrids, 
myths, and utopias. Doing so, we explore how such fantasies empower or 
disempower specific modes of action. Second, the paper works to explore 
how these concepts in social theory can be read fantasmatically and relate 
to each other (e.g. we contend that myths shield us from total dislocation, 
a complete unravelling of meaning whereas haunting is the crack in the 
surface, revealing whatever myth is “covering up”). The paper illustrates 
these reflections on fantasy by using examples from political practices of art, 
global forest policy, and urban water crises. We conclude with a framework of 
fantasy with the ambition to employ it in various analytical contexts.

The Concept of Fantasy and Its Utilization for the Recruitment 
of Foreign Fighters: A Case Study of Turkish Speaking Foreign 
Fighters  
Evrim Tandogan (Middle East Technical University) 

This article examines the various meanings that are attached to fantasy 
because the elements inherent in fantasy can foster cognitive processes and 
lead to the creation of reality. This research aims to explore the relationship 
between fantasy and the way in which it harnesses reality in regards to 
terrorism studies. Specifically, the paper investigates a set of data compiled 
from Twitter accounts of Turkish speaking foreign fighters who have joined 
ISIS to understand the way in which fantasy narratives serve to recruit Turkish 
fighters. It also explores the seven issues of the ISIS journal published in 
Turkish titled Konstantiniyye to map out the fantastical narratives from the 
point of view of ISIS. Master narratives such as the Caliphate, jahiliyah and 
crusaders to name a few will be examined to see how they are fantasized 
by the foreign fighters and by ISIS. This article will employ a mixed method 
methodology to understand how fantastical narratives shape decisions of 
foreign fighters and the manner in which ISIS employs these fantastical 
narratives to recruit fighters as well as expand its ideological influence. 
Quantitative and qualitative techniques will be utilized to map out these 
narratives. Ultimately, the paper suggests that the actions and decisions of 
foreign fighters are intimately linked to the fantasy images provided by ISIS.

The Frozen Archives: the Myth of Knowledge Aggregation in 
Resisting Mining   
Marieke Meesters (Wageningen University) 

The fantasy of knowledge aggregation manifests in local groups’ strategies 
to resist nearby industrial projects: the myth that the scientific and technical 
knowledge concerning projects inevitably enlarges the influence of local 
action groups. This article shows how the fantasy shapes relations with 
human and non-human actors and tends to materialize over both time and 
space by moulding such alliances. Engaging with a story on mining resistance 

Where Security is Achieved: Emancipation and Domination in 
Psycho-Pass   
Mari Nakamura (Leiden University) 

This paper studies the Japanese science fiction animated TV series Psycho-
Pass (Shiotani 2012), and explores the ways in which this animation 
could potentially contribute to our understanding of the political ideas of 
domination and emancipation within a utopian narrative. The objective of 
this paper is twofold. First, it examines how the concepts of ‘domination’ and 
‘emancipation’ play out in the technologically enhanced surveillance society 
set in the future. Japanese anime Psycho-Pass is an interesting example 
through which to examine these issues since it articulates a double-edged 
attitude to the powerful control system through the eyes of its guardians, 
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as well as its rebellion and their struggles, rather than through portraying 
simple dichotomies. Second, the paper analyses how animation as an 
expressive medium presents the notion of domination in its own specific way. 
In conclusion, the paper suggests that the relation between domination and 
emancipation is dialectical. An ideal society without threats and fears – a 
vision of human emancipation – is achieved through the control of population 
and mass surveillance – exercises of power and domination. Attention to this 
dialectic can therefore result in a more robust understanding of the concepts 
of domination, emancipation and utopia.
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in The Netherlands, this article shows how this fantasy cultivates the identities 
of actors and informs the social imaginaries of resisting groups. It is this 
fantasy that networks humans, technologies, landscapes and artefacts in the 
realm of displaced politics. It is active in multiple ways: it connects, divides, 
messes around and uses. This article argues that although the fantasy 
of ‘objective’ knowledge aggregation stimulates for agency, it can lead to 
the establishments of ‘points of irrelevance’ and hamper resistance against 
industrial processes when the aggregated knowledge does not tap into 
politically activated networks. It shows how networks fail to gather forces but 
are instead distorted, estranged, rejected and disrupted. As such, this article 
contributes to understanding the contradictory processes that constitute the 
untimely, the invisible and the unfortunate.

PANEL VII: THE POLITICS OF NUMBERS WITHIN 
TECHNOLOGIES OF GOVERNANCE   
Seminar Room EBS 2.45
Panel Organizers: Rebecca Warren (University of Essex) and David Carter 
(University of Canberra)

1.

3.

2.

Accounting for Technologies of Governance   
Rebecca Warren (University of Essex) & David Carter (University of 
Canberra) 

In politics, policy and regulatory settings, there is a growing trend for 
techniques and technologies from accounting to be legislated and employed 
as problem-solving devices. However, we argue that the assumption 
that accounting is a problem-solving device is too simplistic, as it belies 
an underlying politics within accounting: any accounting constitutes an 
expression of a range of value positions. Accounting is not neutral, as Catlett 
(1960, 1) argues: ‘[a]ccounting has been created to achieve various desired 
objectives’. Accounting technologies are not mere representations of reality, 
but operate at technical, methodological and political levels and therefore 
the Logics of Critical Explanation helps to unpack the partial, abstracted and 
political representations of a phenomenon. In particular, accounting is the 
language of business, and capital and has increasingly become the language 
of neo-liberalism (Lazzarato, 2012). Consequently, in employing accounting in 
policy and regulatory settings, accounting embodies a particular set of value 
positions. This, we argue, constitutes a politics of information, as it influences 
the construction of accounting information; different actors in policy and 
regulatory settings; and influences outcomes of policy and regulatory 
settings (often claimed to be objective, democratic or in the public interest).

State Surveillance – A Media Discourse Analysis about 
Legitimization Strategies of State Authorities in the Context of 
Counterterrorism    
Kristina Pfaff (University of Osnabrück) 

During the last decades, in the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG), as in 
many other states of the western hemisphere, fundamental rights and civil 
liberties have been restricted while at the same time surveillance measures 
paved the way for state authorities to increase their access to private 
communication of their citizen. Parts of these practices passed the legislative 
processes: A prominent example is the data retention directive. Others – like 
the use of electronic listening devices against targeted individuals – violated 
the law and even article 10 of the German constitution, which guarantees 
the confidentiality of telecommunication and post. In a democratic regime, 
this shift in the range of domestic security policy requires a legitimization 
process which stands at the center of this research project. The main focus 
lies on the identification of discursive produced legitimizing strategies 
which justify a higher level of state surveillance in times of terrorism. For 
this reason I compare the German media discourse of the 1970s, when the 
social-revolutionary Red Army Faction committed violent acts in the FRG, to 
the discourse about the Islamist terrorism after 9/11. The prerequisite for this 
comparison is the poststructuralist assumption that meaning is a product 
of semiotic differences and therefore unstable, dynamic and historically 
contingent.

In a discourse analysis of the second largest newspaper in Germany, the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, it will be shown which concepts of security, 
order and legality, but also of threat, provocation and insecurity are medially 
transported. These concepts form the background against which the 
implemented surveillance measures are analyzed. To be more specifically, this 
study will investigate, how the discourse materializes in legislation, regulation, 
control and surveillance measures and how the latter have repercussive effects 
on the discourse. Inspired by the Foucauldian concept of gouvernementalité, 
the interplay of power and knowledge, especially knowledge acquired 
through surveillance practices, will be the central analytic category. Therefore 
it will be necessary to show, how the discursive production of subjects 
which have to be monitored, managed and controlled by state authorities is 
closely intertwined with power structures in the political and administrative 
apparatus.

This far-reaching research agenda will be carried out by the application of 
a mixed-method approach, which means that a corpus linguistic approach 
will be combined with qualitative coding inspired by critical discourse 
analysis. What shall be shown is the fluidity and dynamic of concepts over 
time. The advantage of a corpus linguistic approach is seen in the possibility 

Depoliticizing Foreigner Integration through Statistical Indicators    
Arkan Akin (University of Geneva) 

Integration plays an increasingly important role in Western societies, which is 
accompanied by a similar increase in statistical indicators designed to measure 
the policies that shape integration. In this paper, we critically examine one 
such system of measurement: the Swiss Federal Office of Statistics’ Indicators 

of Integration. We use an interpretative methodology to analyse the political 
and conceptual construction of a quantitative policy-tool. By doing so, we 
offer an innovative approach to the study of statistical policy tools on the one 
hand, and, on the other, we argue that by concealing the political nature of 
integration, indicators serve to naturalize highly contestable categories and 
thereby depoliticize integration.

D
A

Y
 2

 -
 1

ST
 S

E
SS

IO
N

http://cida-essex.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/cIDA.essex/
https://twitter.com/cIDA_essex
mailto:cida%40essex.ac.uk?subject=


#cIDAconference cida-essex.co.uk   cIDA.essex/        cIDA_essex cida@essex.ac.uk 23

to work with the closed corpus of 22.000 newspaper articles without firm 
pre-assumptions or defined hypothesis which could limit the openness of 
the research process. Where the computational work may identify patterns 
of language use in large amounts of text, the interpretation of these rather 
quantitative outcomes will be done manually. The findings will be examined 
in the light of the theoretical framework and the research question. This aim 
is to bridge the boundaries between quantitative and qualitative approaches 
to make the answer of the research question as valid as possible.

4.

5.

Digital Dis-Articulation: Micro-Targeting, Memes and Floating 
Signifiers of Electoral Cyberdemocracy    
Virgil W. Brower (Charles University, Prague) 

This paper addresses the algorithmic “micro-targeting” pervading modes 
of digital information disseminated in networked society, persuading or 
dissuading by way of either ‘fake news’ or earnest attempts to inform the 
electorate as “algorithmic identities” or “digital selves” (Lioppold). This 
electoral strategy emerges from a U.S. mathematician working for the 
Republican Party (Romney and G.W. Bush). Obama deployed it successfully 
at “comically microscopic” levels and it is the base code and tactic used by 
Cambridge Analytica for the 2016 Trump campaign. Within the hegemonic 
schema offered by Laclau in On Populist Reason (and elsewhere), micro-
targeting seems to disrupt the process of ‘identification’ by political subjects 
within the equivalential chain by bifurcating individual desires from their 
populist capacity to mobilize collective political demands. The incessant 
stream of memes and links assume the role of pluri-dimensional floating-
signifiers (FS), both epiphenomenal and subversive to counter-hegemonic 
identifications made possible by an empty signifier (ES) at the political 
horizon in confrontation with a repressive political regime (RPR); something 
like:

Global Governance in Mental Health, Biomedical Hegemony and 
Human Rights     
Eduardo Raúl Silva Villavicencio (Université Catholique de Louvain) 

The traditional power of treatment of mental illness has been mainly 
established from a scientific vision, a discourse of evidence and a biomedical-
diagnostic practice that has kept the psychiatric hospital at the center of 
its system. This method sustained in the objectives of health international 
organizations, which in interdependence, propose a hegemonic method. 
The place of governance in health configures rational frameworks in national 
strategies of states and materializes in institutions, formal and informal 

practices. This organization (political and discursive) establishes a way 
of seeing and listening to the “users” of the mental health service and the 
notion of the norm against their deviations as a disease. This work includes 
the discussion of the ideological horizon of mental health (which implies 
analyzing its reverse, mental illness and psychic suffering). The reforms in 
this field range from the criteria of danger and risk to the discourse of human 
rights, configuring a way of constitution and exercise of subjectivity (political 
and particular). This research does not consider mental health as a field of 
health only but as a political field.

PANEL XIV: DEVELOPMENTS IN INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS THROUGH DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 2   
Seminar Room EBS 2.35

1. Khalijism: Political Language of Arabian Gulf States Foreing Policy 
Making: A Case Study of Khaliji-Khaliji Foreing Policy Discourse  
Noof Al-Dosari (University of Essex) 

Gulf Crisis is a Saudi –led blockade on Qatar started in June 2017 and still not 
resolved yet. There are so many questions, predictions and concerns looming 
over it, like is this crisis going to be the first domino for the dismantle of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). Leaders of the blockade against Qatar have 
shifted their foreign policy decisions tremendously. Nonetheless, history has 
a different story on the characteristics of the blockade leaders, their foreign 
policy decisions frameworks and most importantly their political languages, 
which may help in reading their foreign policy decisions against Qatar today. 

Much of the studies on Arabian Gulf politics and Arabian public policy 
making, especially foreign policy making is overlooking the role of political 
language which is part of understanding Khalijism. Through my research in 
Arabian Gulf states political discourse. I found that the Arabian Gulf states 
political language has some special characteristics responsible in forming the 
language of policy making today. For example, one of the characteristics that 
I will analyze in depth in my paper is tribal political language. How much is 
important? Does each member of the GCC has his own unique tribal political 
language? Does GCC tribal political language differ before and after the 
formation of the GCC? Or does it differ before the and after the Gulf crisis? 
What And what kind of carried political meanings and contested concepts 
this tribal political language have in Khalijism in specific and Arabian Gulf 
states political discourse and foreign policy discourse in general? My research 
will focus on understanding the leaders of the blockade and Qatar leaders’ 
tribal political languages before and after the crisis through looking at the 
foreign policy making decisions of both factions. I will be using discourse 
theory and discourse analysis as a methodology of my research.  
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2.

3.

4.Accounting in Statebuilding Discourse: Intertextuality of World 
Bank’s Strategies in an Imagined Palestinian State    
Dalia Alazzeh (University of Essex) 

Under the umbrella of a liberal peace, Statebuilding discourse is becoming 
a standardized agenda for supranational entities to perform reforms. This 
paper presents an account to understand the crucial role of discourse in 
public sector accounting reform and to focus on the power elites and their 
discursive strategies for maintenance of inequality. Focusing on the World 
Bank discursive strategies as a social agent in the process of public sector 
accounting reforms in a so-called post-conflict country, we adopt Fairclough 
(1985, 1992, 1995, 2003, 2008, and 2015) dialectical-relational version of 
critical discourse analysis. To this end, we analysed Statebuilding national 
plans and world bank reports website during the Fayyadism reform. Our 
analysis includes interdiscursive analysis (Fairclough, 2003) and critical 
analysis of legitimation strategies relying on Van Leeuween and Wodak 
(1999) and Van Leeuwen (2008). As a powerful social agent, The Fayyadism 
reform was triggered & materialize through texts. Different legitimization 
strategies were deployed like Authorization specifically (expert authority), 
Rationalization, Moral evaluation. Overall, the world bank strategies ensured 
through the policies that the ‘asymmetric containment’ imposed by Israel’s 
colonial practices were enhanced. 

‘America’s Kurdish allies’: an Applied Analysis of Foreign Policy 
Discourses in Rojava     
Eda Günaydın (University of Sydney) 

This paper asks how the Kurdish ethnic group, namely the YPG, came to 
be viewed as the best ally the US-fronted coalition had in the fight against 
the Islamic State (IS) in Syria. Although Western actors ruled out working 
with the Syrian Kurds in only 2013, labelling them as extremists and terrorists, 
those same actors, by 2014, were praising the group as moderates and ‘good 
guys.’ Such an abrupt shift in representational practices about the group, I 
argue, can only be understood as the product of a powerful foreign policy 
discourse, which (re-)constituted the Syrian Kurds as legitimate Western 
allies. Adopting a postcolonial, post-structuralist approach, I lay out three 
contrasting discourses. First, a Western discourse legitimised the foreign 
policy decision to ally with the Syrian Kurds by representing their identity as 
liberal, democratic, secular and feminist, imputing the West’s own self-image 
onto the group and drawing them away from the oriental other. Second, a 
countervailing Turkish discourse delegitimises the alliance by associating it 
with the previously dominant categories of ‘terrorist’ and ‘separatist.’ Third, 
in examining the Syrian Kurds’ self-representation, this paper is also a timely 
exploration of Kurdish agency. Previously colonised, stateless victims of the 
international system, Syrian Kurds have been implementing a self-determined 
political vision for the past six years. However, we have not adequately 
acknowledged what this vision is, engaging the group’s own words. Using 
previously un-translated political manifestos and interviews, this paper 
shows that Syrian Kurdish politicians and fighters uniformly reject dominant 
narratives about their identity, and about Westphalian statehood, liberal 
democracy, secularism and feminism.

Saudi Discourse of Peace Towards Israel      
Abdulaziz Alghashian (University of Essex) 

The IR theories and approaches have been unable to explain the complexities, 
and the functionalities of the language used in the Saudi discourse of peace 
towards Israel. I argue that a post-structuralist approach, and the broad 
discipline of Discourse Analysis provide the necessary complexification that 
can shed more light on not only what is being communicated to Israel, but 
how the Saudi discourse achieves a “communicative balance” between all 
involved parties. 

The neighboring discipline of Speech Act Theory provides useful notions 
that explain how the Saudi communicative balance functions. I use the 
work of Forges (1998), and  Portner & Rubinstein (2002) to categorize the 
Saudi peace initiatives into three tones of demand, promise, and the ever so 
important tone of request, as it is a source of pragmatism and contingency 
of meanings.

I combine this with Laclau’s concept of empty signifiers. I put forth that 
concepts of “universality” and “lack”, in addition to deploying “normal 
relations” by the Saudi Ruling Elite as an empty signifier, elevates the level 
of complexification needed to understand how the communicative balance 
functions. In sum, the combination of Speech Act Theory, and the Essex 
School of DA provide the conceptual and methodological tools that increases 
our understanding of the nature of language in the Saudi discourse towards 
Israel. 

PANEL XVII: DISCOURSES OF POPULISM AND ANTI-
POPULISM    
Seminar Room EBS 2.40

1. The Populism of the ‘Gilets jaunes’: Back to Class?   
Salomé Anaïs Ietter (Queen Mary University of London) 

In France, last November 17th marked the start of the ‘Gilets jaunes’ 
mobilisations. Organising themselves via social media, refusing party 
affiliations and formal representation, the ‘Gilets jaunes’ (or ‘yellow vests’) 
mobilised across France, week after week, contesting not only a series of 
measures cutting down on their purchasing power, but also 40 years of 
policies that have left them ‘unaccounted for’. While at the last presidential 
election, the rise of left and right-wing populisms have at least had the merit 
of shedding light over the very disputed notion of ‘the people’, the ‘Gilets 
jaunes’ are today revealing the many faces of such ‘people’. This paper will 
seek to understand the significance of these mobilisations in the context 
of an emerging cleavage between populism and anti-populism. Relying on 
Laclau’s theories of discourse and populism, giving a particular importance 
to his earlier theorisation of populism (1977), I will analyse the ways in which 
the ‘Gilets jaunes’ are fitted (or not) within existing populist and anti-populist 
discourses, and discuss the extent to which the ‘Gilets jaunes’ discourse(s) 
could be understood as a populist discourse, notably bringing back the 
visibility of its articulations with class discourses.
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2. 4.

3.

The Politics of Non-Domination: Populism, Contestation and Neo-
Republican Democracy     
Liam Farrell (National University of Ireland) 

This paper is concerned with the antagonistic character of democratic 
politics, specifically in relation to the neo-republican conceptualisation of 
politics, as outlined by Philip Pettit. I take up a problem not addressed in the 
neo-republican scholarship, namely, the broader dispute over the practice of 
contestation and the scope of its reach in relation to the activity of politics. 

This paper, then, proceeds through an examination of what I call Pettit’s 
method of political theory in order to approach sideways the concept of 
‘contestation’ as a marker for a sublimated antagonistic dimension of neo-
republican politics. Drawing on the work of Jacques Rancière and the insights 
of post-Nietzschean critical theory (Derrida, Laclau, Arendt) I examine the 
relationship between populism, democratic contestation and non-domination 
in the neo-republican imagination.

As such this paper exerts some pressure on Pettit’s privileging of a status 
concept of freedom as the supreme political ideal of republican politics. This 
paper explores the political possibilities opened up through a re-politicisation 
of non-domination, and the radical potential that resides in a post-hegemonic 
politics that does not foreclose on democracy, understood in terms of popular 
power and not popular control.

Resolving the Deadlock between Populism and Democracy: 
Political Representation as Political Logic     
Milos Rodatos (University of Greifswald)

The logics approach is one of the profoundest attempts to bridge the 
gap between poststructuralist thinking and the wider field of political 
science. It offers a self-reflexive, self-critical view of explanation in social 
science, highlighting the chances for dialogue beyond the boundaries of 
different understandings of scientific practice. Starting from the ontological 
presuppositions of the logics approach, the paper will investigate the 
possibility of reconstructing political representation as political logic. Building 
on recent advances in representation theory, particularly the representative 
turn and the constructivist turn, the paper develops a two-dimensional 
political logic, differentiating between political representation as process 
and political representation as order. Following this, the paper explores to 
which degree the logic of political representation can be integrated into 
the framework of a theory of hegemony, or whether the political logic of 
representation complements the picture drawn by theories of hegemony.

Such an analysis also highlights the crucial role of an ideology-driven concept 
selection for the development of research agendas within the logics approach. 
Furthermore, representation-centered political logics offer a new perspective 
on the ambiguous relation between democracy and populism, particularly in 
preventing the concept of representation from vague crisis diagnoses in the 
face of populist movements.

The Anti-Populist New Mainstream in Populism Studies     
Antonis Galanopoulos (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki) & George  
Venizelos (Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa) 

Populism has become a buzzword in the most recent years. Especially since 
the election of Donald Trump and the BREXIT referendum, one observes a 
surge in scholarly contributions dedicated to combat ‘the populist threat’.

Despite the advancements in the literature, contemporary populism research 
develops its analysis on loose foundations. In short, it marks a rupture with 
previously established research. The ‘new mainstream’ in populist research 
conventionally emanates from a liberal standpoint and renders visible a 
consistent pattern of reasoning. First, it shifts the analysis from the form of 
populism to its consequences. Second, the ideologically charged reading leads 
to an a priori demonization of populism. This bias blurs the understanding of 
populism and tends to conflate it with other phenomena like authoritarianism. 
Eventually, populism is presented as the signifier of political pathology. 

This article runs a meta-analysis of the current literature on populism and 
argues that the ‘new mainstream’ in the so-called populism studies consists 
of the theoretical basis of anti-populism. Our aim is to provide a critical 
review of the contemporary literature and to highlight the way the different 
spheres –academic, media and political- interact among each other leading 
to the reproduction and consolidation of the pejorative meaning of the word 
“populism” in our time. D
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PARALLEL PANELS

DAY 2 - 2ND SESSION 11.15 – 12.45

PANEL X: POLITICS OF AESTHETICS & IDEOLOGY   
Seminar Room EBS 2.35

1.

2.

3.

Mass Music and Ideology: The Impossibility of Antagonism    
Cristina Parapar (Université Paris-Sorbonne IV)

This proposal aims to explore the ideological mechanisms in mass music. 
In synthesizing key aspects of Lacanian theory and Marxism, as Žižek uses 
to employ, this work reveals how Kulturindustrie produces and reproduces 
the dominant ideology by the creation of musical artefacts. Regarding 
Postmodernism versus Modernism, we have uncounted the inevitable 
intersections of politics, culture and ideology. 

As Jameson grasps the cultural phenomena of late capitalism, the system 
is always reflected or presented in the works of art and that is because of 
their mode of production. In detail, if in the Postmodernism era everything 
is merchandise, a work of music acts accordingly as another contingent 
product of culture. This means that a work of music is volatized and it is 
substantially transformed. It acquires the form of merchandise.

This historical consequence has disclosed one paradoxical observation about 
the ideological hegemony of the music industry. In a consumerism society 
how could merchandise overcome other merchandise? Could a “work of 
music-merchandise “suggest an ideological alternative? Could it bring in 
consideration the conflict or the discussion about the establishment? If 
mass music is created and distributed by this Kulturindustrie does it simply 
produce ideology? Are these cultural products just ornaments?

Against Adorno’s apocalyptic view, this proposal evokes the necessity 
to reconsider the emancipation’s possibilities of some “works of music-
merchandises”. Actually some artists participate in the late capitalism system 
but they are deliberately displaced or forced toward the margins of the 
system. These are not post-ideological works of music; they are just in the 
outsides of the system to suggest an antagonism, an alternative to build a 
real collective will.

To solve these paradoxes of Postmodernism we invite the audience to listen 
to some works of music and to explore their ideological mechanisms using 
Jameson, Laclau, Mouffe and Žižek theories. 

What is the Nature of Politics? The Enquiry and Solution from 
Chantal Mouffe, Jacques Ranciere and Alan Badiou     
Mo Lei (University of Essex, visiting fellow)

How to think politics today? The theorists of contemporary left wing such as 
Chantal Mouffe, Jacques Rancière and Alain Badiou all claim that we should 
return to the political to rescue the nature of politics. They try to differentiate 
politics from morality and economy, so as to establish the independency of 
politics and its independent evaluative criteria. On the basis, they distinguish 
two dimensions of politics: the political and politics or police and political. 
Politics or Police is the level of concrete order, mainly refers to the distributive 
politics, the political is the ontological level, mainly refers to the subversion 
of the social order. By the internal contradiction or confrontation of the two 
logics, Chantal Mouffe, Jacques Rancière and Alain Badiou try to enactive 
the radical nature of politics, reinterpret the democracy, and emphasize 
the equivalent logic of politics. This paper is to investigate their ‘family 
resemblance’ and find their difference in the understanding of nature of 
politics, especially in the relation between politics and democracy, politics 
and subjectivity, then try to find the real meaning of radical democracy in the 
renewal of the political.

Critique of Ideology in Arquitecture Theory: 1968-1998      
William Orr (The Architectural Association School of Architecture)

The paper will trace the changing character of the concept “ideology” within 
“critical” architecture discourse from the late 1960s to the present. Taking K. 
Michael Hays’ canonical volume Architecture Theory since 1968 as departure 
point, a clear transformation can be detected in the application of the term 
and its methodological implications. Beginning with an explicitly Marxist 
framing of the architect’s problematic position within capitalist development 
and ending in an increasingly depoliticised discursive fixation, “ideology” 
marks a conceptual investment that, while it transcends the political contexts 
of its original introduction, provides a key to the particular necessities faced 
by the architectural discipline.

The paper will briefly key this discursive history to the institutional context 
of these necessities: from its difficult submission to political oversight in 
the period of welfare state planning, through the “autonomist” period, and 
into the post-critical, the architectural discipline and its discourses have 
struggled to compatibilise criticality with institutional needs. Along the way, 
terms whose political meaning has changed significantly over time remain 
important reference points. This trajectory can be clearly seen in Hays’ 
retrospective editorial construction of the field of “Architecture Theory” “since 
1968” in 1998. This architectural example provides a useful case study of the 
conceptual mutability of “ideology” within late twentieth century discourse. D
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4. 2.

3.

Aesthetic Regime’s Occupation of Representation      
Yonathan Listik (University of Essex)

The paper explores the relationship between aesthetics and representation 
in Jacques Rancière´s theory. Representation is simultaneously present and 
prohibited in modern aesthetics. It appears as a parasite in artistic production. 
Rancière asks: under what conditions is representation prohibited and what 
happens when art does not represent? The central axis in the analysis 
explores the consequences of this configuration, with emphasis on its 
political repercussions. According to Rancière, the concept of distribution of 
the sensible implies a regime of life and, therefore, politics. 

The relationship between aesthetics and representation necessarily implies 
a mode of life where representation becomes impossible in all senses. This 
conflict is what Rancière terms by dissensus: the conflict between a sensory 
perception and the understanding of it; a conflict between the regime and the 
manifested reality. It is the friction between several regimes/bodies of sense. 
Both politics and aesthetics are concerned with the division of space and 
time: with dividing social spaces and groups into appropriate/determined 
spheres. The notion of dissensus adds the element of dispute (disagreement) 
to the division. It shows how the division is not a clear-cut partition but rather 
an always conflictual and forceful relationship between spaces.

Post- Marxism and Critical Theory: a Comparison of Laclau and 
Adorno      
Mario Schäbel (University of Vienna)

Despite their differences, Adorno’s critical theory and Laclau’s post-Marxism 
share a similar fundamental outlook. Both assume that society in general is 
characterized by the denial of its own human origin and the presentation 
of itself as a natural and objective order. In the spirit of Adorno, however, I 
would like to ask to what extent one can also speak of a certain fetishisation 
or ontologisation of social antagonism in Laclau’s thought. My thesis is that 
Adorno can help us see that the anti-essentialist logic of Laclau’s post-
fundamentalist social ontology subverts itself, since it shifts antagonism to a 
realm beyond concrete human relations and absolutises this as an ahistorical 
political logic of the social. Adorno, by contrast, never elevates antagonism 
to the rank of an invariant of social life, but always conceives it as a product 
of social practice. Accordingly, I want to ask to what extent it is problematic 
that Laclau’s theories of discourse and hegemony – as his former student 
Oliver Marchart claims – have the status of a political ontology and that they 
amount, in certain ways, to a prima philosophia. Of particular relevance for my 
presentation is Adorno’s early essay The Idea of Natural History, in which he 
argues that Heidegger’s criticism of ontology has itself a deeply ontological 
character. The reason Adorno’s Natural History essay is so significant is 
that there he critiques Heidegger’s ontological difference, an ontological 
difference which can also be found in Laclau.

Re- Evaluating the Populist Puzzle: The Curious Case of the 
Scottish Independence Referendum       
Craig Love (University of Essex)

The research presented here seeks to re-evaluate the campaigns and debates 
surrounding the Scottish Independence Referendum utilising populist 
literature and the Logics approach as developed by Glynos & Howarth 
(2007). The research demonstrates that mainstream political science and 
populism studies are insufficient when seeking to critically engage with the 
specific and differential dynamics of the events surrounding the referendum. 
The research argues that among the present approaches to populism, 
Laclau’s formalist approach presents itself as the most suitable foundation 
with which to establish a theoretically and empirically robust framework 
with which to approach the Scots Indy Ref. In order to address the perceived 
shortcomings in Laclau’s approach, the research makes two moves. The first 
is to consider Hall’s reading of Gramsci and the specificity and difference 
that is emphasised in his work. The second step is to combine this reading 
with that of Voloshinov’s conception of discourse’s multi-accentual nature. 
This allows the research to re-activate an under-developed concept in both 
Laclau’s and poststructuralist discourse theory: The Organic Intellectual. 

Gramsci perceived the organic intellectual as a set of agents, whose role 
is crucial in the construction of historical blocs capable of challenging the 
status quo via the diffusion of critical understanding to the people (Gramsci, 
1971). To re-activate this concept the research makes two moves. The first 
is to consider the contributions of Stuart Hall and his reading of Gramsci, 
emphasising the specificity and difference of each given moment. The second 

PANEL IX: RE-THINKING APPROACHES IN 
DISCOURSE THEORY RESEARCH    
Seminar Room EBS 2.40

1. Do Social Logics Resonate or Articulate? The Case of the Christian 
Right’s Support for Trump    
Scott Huntly (University of Essex)

Connolly famously referred to the seemingly unbreakable alliance of the 
Christian Right with the GOP as the evangelical-capitalist resonance machine, 
stating that it was imperative to understand the details of its formation if we 
were ever to create a “positive resonance machine” to counter it. While it has 
been implied that the idea of resonance has neither the strategic nor analytic 
precision required for the present conjuncture, Howarth has convincingly 
argued that any shortcomings can be effectively supplemented using the 
conceptual apparatus of Essex School discourse theory, with which Connolly 
shares a radical democratic ethos and poststructuralist sensibility. Indeed, 
Connolly is one of the thinkers on whom Glynos and Howarth draw in their 
Logics of Critical Explanation in order to create just the kinds of “middle-
range categories” which are needed for the analyses at hand. Using as 
example then the case of the evangelical support for Trump in 2016, this 
paper compares the efficacity of resonance and articulation as analytical 
concepts and suggests that the logics approach offers a mode of analysis 
that is sensitive to the effects of both materiality and meaning in social and 
political phenomena. D
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move is to consider Voloshinov’s conception of the nature of discourse as 
multi-accentual. If the cultivation of hegemonic projects can only emerge 
through ‘the process of interaction between one individual consciousness and 
another’ (Voloshinov, 1973) then under Hall and Voloshinov’s considerations 
it becomes possible to conceptualise the organic intellectual as the logic 
which drives the establishment of the chains of equivalence within populist 
discourses and so can provide a unique and invaluable frame with which to 
approach specific events in the Scots Indy Ref.

The research then moves to situate the analytical capacity of the organic 
intellectual within the Logics approach. The research will demonstrate how 
the Political, Social and Fantasmatic logics can be operationalised through 
the empirical application of the organic intellectual in a case study of the Yes 
and Better Together campaigns of the Scottish Independence Referendum. 
The research advocates the adoption of a mixed methods study utilising 
qualitative text analysis and Q methodology. In so doing, the research 
establishes a new analytical tool that can overcome the deficiencies of 
contemporary approaches to both the Scots Indy Ref and populism to the 
extent that the logic of the organic intellectual can serve as the interface 
between theoretical analysis and the reality of political practice (Stavrakakis, 
2004).

4. Critique through Truth: Michel Foucault’s Reorientation of 
Genealogy and its implication to the New Way of Critique    
Attasit Sittidumrong (University of Essex)

Michel Foucault’s use of genealogy is quite famous to the extent that it is the 
method to frame historical documents under the direction of his philosophical 
project. However, despite providing much contribution to the area of social 
and political science, such use of genealogy is often criticized for the reason 
that it posits the power to be something ineradicable, and hence unable to 
articulate the way to critique that power. Against the background of that 
criticism, this paper is written to show how Foucault’s use of genealogy could 
offer a contribution in thinking about the new way of critique. By focusing 
on Foucault’s lecture of the critique in 1978, the paper will elaborate how 
Foucault reorients his use of genealogy and, through that reorientation, 
installs the new manner of grasping the truth on which he could rely for 
setting the new way of critique. This truth is no longer the product of power; 
rather, it is the aletheia or the opening moment when the thing enclosed is 
traversed by the light and opened to be presented as it is. In this way, it could 
be said that by reorienting his use of genealogy, Foucault not only proposes 
the new treatment of truth, but also employs such treatment in construing 
the new way of critique—the new way which does no longer depend on an 
existence of norm, but counts upon the new manner of truth.

PANEL XXII: ONTOLOGY & HEGEMONIC CRISIS    
Seminar Room EBS 2.46

1. ‘Enemies of the People’: Populism and the Crisis of Liberal 
Hegemony     
Georg Löfflmann (University of Warwick)

‘Enemies of the people’ are attacked by the Daily Mail for supposedly 
thwarting the ‘people’s will’ and trying to sabotage Brexit. President Trump 
delegitimizes the press as a liberal institution by declaring CNN and the 
New York Times the ‘enemy of the American people’. This paper argues that 
accurately conceptualizing populism’s antagonistic logic of ‘people’ vs. ‘elites’ 
requires a closer examination of the social construction of enmity, and thus a 
critical engagement with the intellectual legacy of Carl Schmitt, whose anti-
liberal critique is directly echoed by populism’s opposition to representational 
democracy and liberal institutions. Secondly, the paper suggests to link the 
study of populism to approaches in critical security studies (CSS), which 
focus on peoples’ everyday articulations and experiences of (in)security. 
Expressions of economic insecurity, cultural anxiety and political alienation 
are appropriated by populists to mobilize political support and facilitate an 
affective connection with the ‘people’. Thirdly, the paper argues that populism’s 
mobilization of anti-elite and anti-liberal hostility and popular amity should 
be viewed within the context of Laclau and Mouffe’s conceptualization of 
hegemony, as it is the perception of a crisis of the established liberal order 
that animates populist discourses and performances as counter-hegemonic 
challenge of the status quo. 
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2. Antagonism and Dislocation: An Ontological Reflection for 
Hegemony Theory     
Emilio E. Feijóo (Cambridge University)

In this paper I give an account of the genealogical and conceptual function 
that antagonism and dislocation play in Ernesto Laclau’s middle to late 
work. I explore Hegemony and Socialist Strategy and New Reflections on the 
Revolution of Our Time (1990) in order to explain the nuances, functions, 
and distinctions made to these quasi-concepts in Laclau’s later work. Laclau 
attributes more ontological weight to dislocation while Oliver Marchart’s 
new Thinking Antagonism (2018) remains skeptical of dislocation as a more 
primary ontological form. Marchart attributes antagonism more ontological 
weight and argues for a return to thinking antagonism as such. Which 
one do we choose? I turn to the late Laclau’s work on heterogeneity and 
rhetoric in order to find answers to our ontological conundrum: dislocation 
or antagonism? Laclau claimed that rhetoric, psychoanalysis, and politics 
(as hegemony) were the future terrain of social and political research. The 
Logics approach pioneered by Glynos and Howarth has operationalised 
post-structuralist discourse analysis by reconceptualizing the different 
‘grammars’ that hold the social and political integument but have a relatively 
underdeveloped notion of rhetoric in their approach. I claim that, following 
Laclau, an expanded notion of rhetoric or the ‘rhetoricity of society’ can 
be integrated into the social, political and phatasmatic logics. In doing so, 
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Rethinking the “empty signifier”: Discourse Theory and Populism      
Felipe Rafael Linden (École des Hautes Études En Sciences Sociales)

Populists mobilizations place the notion of the people in the center of political 
discussions. This reference to the people, though being at the very center of 
our democratic regimes foundations, may be perceived with distrust due to 
its potential excluding dimension or its ethnic references when used in an 
essentialist discourse. However, one can assume that this notion does not refer 
necessarily to a defined social or national group in particular. This “absence” of 
a particular referent can be its political force and its meaning should therefore 
be disputed by the democratic and progressive forces in order to form a 
new collective subject. Indeed, following Ernesto Laclau’s post-structuralist 
approach, the “people” function as an “empty signifier”: an identity without a 
substance that constitutes it, constructed through antagonistic relationships 
and struggles that each attempt to appropriate its meaning. The paper aim 
to rethink the epistemological and ontological basis of the discourse theory 
and populism. We will first go through the theoretical roots of this category 
– from structuralist linguistics to its Lacanian’s psychoanalytic reformulation – 
and the way in which it is employed in the discourse theory. Secondly, we will 
comment on Vincent Descombes’s critique of the “doctrines of the signifier” 
(doctrines du signifiant) that is, philosophical reflections that radicalise the 
Saussurean postulate of the arbitrary of the sign as a method of investigating 
reality and ideology, and Etienne Balibar’s critique of the category of people 
in Laclau’s work.

The Ontic Foundations of Ontology: Peronism, Populism & 
Hegemony in Ernesto Laclau’s Early Work    
Gustavo Castagnola  (Institute for Historical Studies, National University of 
Tres de Febrero) 

By examining phenomena and concepts that Marxism, according to his 
point of view, had difficulties to analyse, Ernesto Laclau began to rethink 
theoretically the Socialist project. For Laclau, this enterprise required to 
follow two steps. Firstly, to identify and to recognise in its whole novelty and 
complexity the set of transformations that the world had been experiencing 
during the last decades. Secondly, and from this identification and recognition 
to critically analyse the Marxist theoretical past in order to detect its breaks 
and continuities that make possible rebuilding of the Socialist tradition. 
Concerning the first step, Laclau mentioned as particularly significant 
many events: amongst them the political circumstances that took place in 
Argentina which were contemporary to his formative years and, in particular, 
the development of the Peronist Movement. In this paper, I will examine the 
influence that the Peronist experience in Argentina had in the framing of 
Laclau`s theoretical analysis of the concept of hegemony by stressing the 
importance that the first theoretical outline of populism sketched by Laclau 
in Politics and Ideology in the Marxist Theory (1977) had in his subsequent 
theoretical work.

Liberal Values Play a Key Role in Anti-Islam Mobilization      
Astrid Hauge Rambøl (University of Oslo)

To understand the growing hostility towards Muslims, and the polarized 
political situation it creates, it is central to understand the importance “liberal 
values” (in lack of a better word) play in the articulation of anti-Muslim 
sentiments. The social logics of immigration, integration, nationalism and 
racism are central to understand the anti-Islam attitudes that are increasing in 
Europe. However, I argue that the social logics of democracy, gender equality, 
secularism, and welfare policy are equally important to understand anti-Islam 
sentiments. Based on in-depth interviews with anti-Islam activists in Norway 
and the UK, I show how a logic of equivalence where Muslims and the co-
conspirators of the political left make up “the other”, and the pro-democracy 
and pro free speech indigenous, are on the other side of the division line. That 
the political aspect of Islam and immigration from Muslim countries comes 
to the foreground can be understood with the concept of enjoyment. The 
anti-Islam activists feel that their enjoyment is threatened, the enjoyment of 
democracy, gender equality and a strong welfare state. I also show how the 
fantasmatic logic of “Eurabia” bridges the gap between the incompatible 
“well integrated Muslims” and “radical Muslims who want to take over the 
country”. 
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were are left to reflect on the ontological status attributed to antagonism, 
dislocation and rhetoric. I follow Laclau’s later radicalization of rhetoric as a 
useful way to mediate the vacillating ontological nature of dislocation and 
antagonism.

PANEL XXI: RHETORICAL STRATEGIES AND 
MOBILIZATION    
Seminar Room EBS 2.45

1. Rhetoric and Populism: The missing link?     
Sophia Hatzisavvidou (University of Bath) & David S. Moon (University of 
Bath)

The proliferation of academic discourses on the study of populism points 
to an intensified trend towards the study of the phenomenon as discourse, 
performance, ideology. Indeed, those who study political life have 
offered elaborated theories, definitions, and observations of the various 
manifestations of populism. However, and despite it has been acknowledged 
that populism is (at least in part) characterised as a particular kind of rhetoric, 
we still lack a more in depth understanding of how rhetoric plays a key role. In 
this paper we seek to unpack this argument. We argue that rhetoric not only 
has an instrumental role, as it functions as the means to articulate populism, 
but it is also constitutive of populism. Populism is a rhetorical phenomenon, 
which can be understood by means of rhetorical theory and criticism. To 
illustrate our argument, we will also draw on two different yet compelling 
examples: the period of negotiation of the Greek debt and the case of student 
demonstrations in the UK.
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Populism, Hegemony, and Order: An Analysis of the Shifting 
Rhetorical Strategies of Malaysia’s Pakatan Harapan     
Khairil Izamin Ahmad (University of Nottingham Malaysia)

Malaysia’s fourteenth general election, which took place on the 9th of May 
2018, saw a change in government for the first time since its independence 
in 1957. Central in this momentous event is the coming together of disparate 
political forces into an alliance known as Pakatan Harapan (PH, Alliance of 
Hope). While this was not the first time that an equivalential chain among 
contending forces was articulated in recent Malaysian political history, the 
unity of PH, against the 61-year rule of the Barisan Nasional (BN, National 
Front) coalition, was forged around an attachment to the figure of Mahathir 
Mohamad, who has made a return as Prime Minister. Interestingly, during his 
first tenure as a BN Prime Minister from 1981-2003, Mahathir was the most 
unpopular figure among many of the leaders of PH due to his authoritarian 
methods. While PH has been successful in its strategies during the general 
election, it has faced tremendous challenges in institutionalizing its rule, or as 
Laclau (2005, 88) has put it, in constructing “some kind of order” thereafter. 
This paper takes PH as a populist project in the Laclau sense and analyses, 
using Glynos and Howarth’s ‘logics approach’, the shifts in its rhetorical 
strategies pre- and post-takeover of power.

Hegemony and Anti/Post-Hegemony: the Processual Rhetorical 
Approach      
Emilia Palonen (University of Helsinki)

This paper explores the notion of hegemony from a processual and rhetorical 
perspective. It maps out what it means for the study of discourses and 
meaning-making on the one hand and democracy on the other. In the first part 
the paper goes through some of the intellectual background on theorizing 
hegemony and developing discourse theory in the 1980s, and juxtaposes that 
to the contemporary context where new forms of democracy, participation, 
post-truth and hybrid media have emerged. The paper contrasts the anti/
post-hegemonic alternative with the theory of hegemony. Finally it discusses 
the conceptualization the objects of study and the emphasis on rhetoric and 
rhetoricity: outlining implications for the practical use of discourse theoretical 
categories, such as ‘empty signifiers’.
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UKIP, Control and the Leader as Equivalence     
Ryan Flitcroft (University of Essex)

Applying the logics approach to the study of speeches throws up a number 
of methodological challenges regarding the precise nature of the involved 
concepts. The extent to which social logics or political logics can be said 
to be ‘discovered’ in the space of one or more speeches is a difficult and 
unresolved question. I aim to contribute to this challenge through the 
adaption and reappropriation of a number of rhetorical categories. Rhetorical 
analysis can provide us with a route to identifying and making apparent the 
logics permeating these speeches, which in turn allows for comparison with 
texts from other contexts. I take two decades of speech data from UKIPs 
bi-annual conferences and use rhetorical analysis to tease out a number 
of logics at play. These logics are then compared with those in speeches 
and texts during the Brexit referendum in order to evaluate the extent to 
which UKIPs discourse permeated and penetrated these debates; framing 
them in advance and influencing the signifiers, equivalences and fantasies 
at hand. Thus, whilst UKIP were effectively blocked from participating in the 
Leave campaign, their influence and impact in terms of discourse can still be 
evaluated through the logics present.
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PARALLEL PANELS

DAY 2 - 3RD SESSION 15.15 – 16.45

PANEL III: THE IMAGE IN THE PLURAL: SESSION 2    
Seminar Room EBS 2.45
Panel Organizers: Anna Schober (Alpen-Adria-Universität Klagenfurt) & M. Ragip 
Zik (Frei  Universität Berlin)

1.

2.

“Visceral Cartographies” of Azerbaijan as Standard Stories of 
Victimhood: Using Situational Analysis In Geopolitical Research     
James E. Baker (University of Nebraska – Lincoln)

Political maps produced in Azerbaijan since 1991 export a legally normative 
cartographic image of prior Soviet borders recognized by the international 
community. When ‘logoized’ and reproduced in the service of both popular 
and state-guided commemorative practices, these maps often take on 
somatic qualities, informing a visual discourse of geopolitical culture which 
enacts claims to national identity through more-than-human landscapes and 
territoriality. I use Situational Analysis to map and memo visual data of ~320 
images documenting three defining moments in Azerbaijani nationhood 
sampled across ~200 public and government websites hosted in Azerbaijan 
between 2016-2019, in addition to photographs collected in situ in 2013. 
Findings suggest a theory of ‘visceral cartography’ which constitutes an 
affective visual discourse of life (including children, families, flora, fauna, 
and survivances of national traumas), death (namely ecocides, ethnocides, 
and Şəhidlər – ‘martyrs’), and the inanimate (war materiel, memorials, 
museums, knowledges, and public space) present within representations of 
national space. I contend that visceral cartographies are mobilized within 
the geopolitical social arena to perform ‘standard stories’ of victimhood in a 
way that exceeds the rhetorical power of the traditional cartographic image. 
Informed by Tilly’s (2002) definition of the standard story as an explanatory 
device which offers sense-making accounts of past and future events 
which can be learned the way people “learn the maps of cities.” I argue that 
this map-mindedness, as a set of cognitive processes and as a target for 
emotional and affective investment, places post-Soviet Azerbaijan’s standard 
story on the map through visual discourse. I trace the development of this 
visual discourse, situating key characters, times, spaces, and actions within 
three social worlds. I analyze discourse of social movements imbricated in 
the 1988 Topxana protests, which make use of imagistic representations of 
cultural landscapes and countercartographies to contest the placement of 
an industrial site in Karabakh. I then explore the formalization of these visual 
discourses in the commemorative practices of ‘Black January’ 1990. Finally, 
I track where visceral cartographies emerge as a ‘sophisticated story’ in the 
visual discourse of the 1992 Khojaly massacre, justifying a geopolitical agenda 
centered on legitimating Karabakh’s return to Azerbaijani rule. Critically, these 
processes imply a visual discourse which trains a ‘gaze of the citizen’ on a 
crisis of witnessing via a national sociospatial pedagogy, bearing significant 

The Role of Visualization in Controversies over Technological 
Developments     
Efrat Gommeh (Wageningen University), Tamara Metze (Wageningen 
University) & Huub Dijstelbloem (University of Amsterdam)

The visual dimension of controversies over technological developments is 
often overlooked. Visualizations such as photos, maps and diagrams are used 
to transfer knowledge and to express a normative standpoint and influence 
others. To better understand the role of visualization in controversies over 
technological developments we develop the Visual Discourse Coalitions 
(VDC) approach by drawing on work on discourse coalitions (Bulkeley, 2000; 
Dodge & Lee, 2017; Hajer, 1995) and the Dynamic Discourse Coalitions (DDC) 
approach (Metze & Dodge, 2016). We conceptualize the role of visualization in 
discourse coalition confirmation, integration, disintegration and polarization, 
and explore what influence these discourse dynamics have on the ‘glocal’ 
(global and local) policy controversies. We use text analysis, visual analysis 
and some digital tools to analyze visualizations published on the web. In our 
analysis we identify ‘visual discourse coalition’, networks of actors that share 
a similar storyline and similar visual representations of the issue at hand, as 
well as visual objects that connect these networks. The aim of our study is to 
unravel layers of the controversies over technological developments. 

In this paper, based on VDC, we studied networks of visual discourse coalitions 
in the cases of hydraulic fracturing for shale gas extraction in three internet 
regions: the Netherlands, South Africa and New York State (We analyzed 
visualizations gathered from websites of active actors in the debates). Our 
analysis reveals visualizations of three types: (1) visualizations that repeat 
and strengthen storylines of discourse coalitions, (2) visualizations that 
connect storyline of different discourse coalitions, and (3) visualizations that 
emphasize and increase the tension between storylines of different discourse 
coalitions. Moreover, drawing on Actor-Network Theory we demonstrate that 
in some cases, visualizations become so dominant that they can be seen as 
actors in the controversy, as objects that are given agency. Based on the 
results we suggest that the difference between textual and visual statements 
in a controversy derived from attributes that are unique to visualizations, 
such as being condensed and at the same time flexible in meaning. We also 
suggest that these attributes enable visualizations to change their meaning 
over time. We conclude that visualizations provide another ‘lens’ through 
which to learn about values, concerns and interpretations that may have an 
influence on the governance of an emerging technology. D
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implications for Azerbaijan’s civil society after a century of autocratic rule, 
and for the prospect of conflict resolution and transitional justice measures 
in the South Caucasus.
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3.

4.

The Spatial, Networked and Embodied Agency of Social Media: A 
Discourse Perspective on Banksy’s Political Expression      
Mette Marie Roslyng & Bolette Blaagaard (University of Copenhagen)

Contributing to the emergent literature that examines the intersection 
between political discourse theory and the study of social media, this paper 
asks how social media changes and challenges critical agency through spatial, 
networked and embodied discourses? It argues that political discourse 
theory has the potential to explore relations and contexts that go beyond 
the deliberative participatory, affective and exploitative conditions of social 
media. Employing a discursive reading of street artist Banksy’s mural of a 
Les Misérables-poster on the public wall across from the French embassy in 
London in 2016 allows us to trace the intricate intertextual and interdiscursive 
relations between social media, public spaces and embodied politics that are 
offered in counter-discourse. Further, the case brings new light to the ability 
of discourse theory to underscore the political agency in social contexts. 
While the critiques of the affective and exploitative conditions of social media 
have merit as critiques of hegemonic discourses, an affirmative response 
that emphasises the political agency in counter-discourses highlights the 
nuances of social media. This paper argues that bringing together political 
discourse theory with social media presents an opportunity to gain a 
complex understanding of how the political is played out in changing publics 
consisting of different mediated spaces, digital as well as non-digital.

Same Pictures Different Meanings: The Case of Ghetto 
Photography by Zvi Hirsh Kadushin      
Šarūnė Sederevičiūtė  (University of Vilnius)

It has long been observed that photography of Jewish ghettos, as well as 
general Holocaust photography is dominated by Nazi gaze. However, there 
exist two instances in which alternative visual discourses were created - Lodz 
ghetto in Poland and Kaunas ghetto in Lithuania. In Lodz two employees 
of ghetto statistics department, Mendel Grossman (1913-1945) and Henryk 
Ross (1910-1991), recorded their surroundings in film. At the same time 
electromechanical engineer Zvi Hirsh Kadushin (1910 – 1997) took several 
hundred shots with his amateur camera in Kaunas. In both cases ghettos 
were photographed unofficially by their Jewish inhabitants who managed to 
preserve huge visual archives of local ghetto communities. Since producers 
of these visual discourses were victims of the Holocaust themselves their 
images are usually treated as revealing authentic and unmediated truth 
therefore requiring no critical interpretation.  

Since Lodz photography already received academic attention, this paper 
will critically examine Kadushin’s photographic legacy for the first time. His 
images are widely used in academic and popular publications in Lithuania 
and abroad as both reflecting history of Kaunas ghetto and symbolic images 
of Holocaust in general. Still, the story of photographer is most commonly 
omitted.  By means of meticulous inspection of photographs available in 
digital archives, primary sources of personal testimonies and memoirs, also 
historical analysis of various post-Holocaust discourses this paper aims 
to reconstruct original context in which these pictures were created and 
explores ways in which they were later reinterpreted. From early on Kaunas 

ghetto photographs were integrated into various personal and institutional 
discourses where they were charged with different meanings.

This empirical historical case study is informed and inspired by principles 
of critical visual methodology outlined by Professor Gillian Rose. The study 
shows that contextual information surrounding Kaunas ghetto pictures and 
their creator is often ambiguous, speculative and varies among personal 
accounts. Nonetheless, these various versions are also highly overshadowed 
by a heroic story told by photographer himself in later years. This particular 
discourse became unquestionable and dominant although some details in 
images reveal other possibilities. Critical interpretation of Kaunas ghetto 
photographs is furthermore complicated by the fact that different institutions 
hold parts of Kadushin’s prints and negatives today. Incomplete, inaccurate 
or fallacious captions are exposed through several examples in this study. It 
brings us to think more generally about misleading interpretations imposed 
by memory institutions.

PANEL IV: DISCOURSES AND MARKETS: SESSION 2     
Seminar Room EBS 2.46
Panel Organizer: Tomas Marttila (Vienna University of Economics and Business) 

1. Isolating and Satisfying Community Grievances: A Study of The 
Workings of Corporate Hegemony in Patos-Marinza    
Sara Persson (Södertörn University)

Many business scholars have disregarded corporate social responsibility (CSR) 
as mere window dressing, operating as a smokescreen to hide illegitimate 
corporate practises. Others have pointed to CSR activities as hegemonic 
articulations, as a way to strengthen corporate alliances with various actors 
in society. In this paper I look at how corporate hegemony and CSR activities 
are linked at the local level, focusing on the Canadian oil company Bankers 
Petroleum Ltd. (Bankers) and their operations in Patos-Marinza, an area in 
Albania with close proximity between oil extraction and residences. First I 
examine two antagonistic discourses; a corporate discourse describing 
company operations as an ‘investment’ and a counter-hegemonic discourse 
describing company operations as an ‘invasion’. Thereafter I analyse a 
community grievance about air quality and show how CSR activities work to 
break potential chains of equivalence between various community demands, 
isolating and satisfying specific actors in order to temper community 
mobilisation. My conclusion is that rather than disregarding CSR as window 
dressing, it is important to examine what CSR activities does in each empirical 
context and how demands that could otherwise put pressure on improved 
corporate practices are silenced in the name of responsibility.
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2. 4.

3.

Neoliberalism at Work: Defusing Radical Conflict Through 
Individualisation    
Alessandro Niccolo Tirapani (City University of London)

The growing scale of workplace inequalities (e.g. precarious work) arising 
from changes in the labour market (e.g. gig economy) is attracting more and 
more attention in management studies. Authors from different traditions have 
shown how organizations play a key role in reproducing and even exacerbating 
these problems. Yet, despite the arising employee-employer conflict in these 
new employment arrangements, not much attention has been given to 
its sources and outcomes. In this paper I build upon what we know about 
employer-employee conflict, and I outline from a poststructuralist perspective 
how changes in the labour market challenge classic ways of dealing with this 
conflict. In particular, I argue that it is the idiosyncratic characteristics of the 
neoliberal Regime that make the way workplace conflict is dealt with unique. I 
propose four dimensions for this uniqueness (universality, disembeddedness, 
quantification and radical responsabilisation). Using the ‘critical logics’ 
framework first developed by Glynos & Howarth (2007), I visualise workplace 
conflict as an interrupted cycle. I develop a theoretical concept allowing 
for emancipatory questions as opposed to optimization problems, possibly 
leading to new and more just organizational forms.

Political Discourse on “Diversity” and its Impacts on Corporate 
Social Responsibility Establishments An Ontological Analysis on 
the Logic of Competition     
Oktay Aktan (University of Kiel)

Corporate Social Responsibility is developed in order to keep the social 
awareness in the organization philosophy of the business sector vivid. This 
approach can be interpreted in terms of ethical constellations, norms and 
cultural structures of organizations which is, on one side, related to the 
internal organizational change processes both at interactional and team 
levels, on the other side it covers the issues of corporate social “image” of the 
organizations in the public sphere. 

My paper deals with the analysis of the political discourse based on “Diversity” 
on the (re-) establishment of Corporate Social Responsibility Strategies of 
the business companies in Germany compared with the other EU Countries 
and its utilization in the configuration of reciprocal competition patterns in 
this social field. The aim is to demonstrate how the logic of competition in this 
area is arranged on a scale of micro-, meso- and macro levels. 

The paper delivers an overview of a monitoring the “diversity and corporate 
social responsibility” on the interrogation of political discourse and 
sociological dimensions of its implementation by the actors in the market.

Fairness and/or Sustainability? The Social, Political, and 
Ideological Registers of Sustainability in the Discourses of Four 
Fair Trade Organizations    
Laurens van der Steen (University of Antwerp)

This article investigates how four organizations that are involved with fair 
trade in Flanders use the concept of sustainability to clarify, defend, and/
or legitimize their visions on fair trade. These organizations are Oxfam-
Worldshops (an NGO originating in the historical fair trade movement), 
Trade for Development Centre (Belgian government agency for fair 
trade), Fairphone (a social enterprise) and Colruyt (a coopting non-fair 
trade supermarket chain) A conceptual framework is set out according 
to discourse theory, with a distinction between the social, political, and 
ideological registers of sustainability. A document analysis reveals that 
the various organizations invoke sustainability in complex ways within the 
three registers. In the social register, we establish that Oxfam-Worldshops 
attempts to invoke sustainability as a characteristic for its concrete trade 
alternative, while the other three organizations tend to present fair trade as 
a component of sustainability. This distinction becomes more pronounced in 
the political and ideological registers. For Oxfam, sustainability is an interest 
or value that legitimizes its fair trade project, while the other organizations 
use sustainability more as a technical indicator. The discussion goes into 
greater depth on the differences between the organizations and the potential 
contribution of discourse theory to the discursive study of sustainability and 
fair trade.

PANEL XIX: ANTAGONISM, CRISIS & CONFLICT   
Seminar Room EBS 2.35

1. In Search of Peace: Hegemony and the Logics of Kurdish Conflict 
in Turkey     
Recep Onursal (University of Kent)

The Kurdish Conflict in Turkey has a deep and violent history going back 
to mid-nineteenth century. This violent history has been extended by cycle 
upon cycle of conflict. Since mid-1970s, there has been an ongoing armed 
conflict between Partiya Karkerên Kurdistan (Kurdistan Workers Party, or 
PKK) and Turkish Republic. However, despite of the many years of armed 
conflict, conflicted parties only recently started to work on ways of settling 
the conflict and reaching a stable peace. Especially, the last attempt called 
“Resolution Process” (2012-2015) was widely considered as the best chance 
for lasting the conflict that had become a Gordian knot. But this attempt 
was failed in July 2015 and the deadly conflict had escalated again. This 
paper argues that there is a strong theoretical and empirical added value 
of focusing on hegemonic discursive struggles between conflicted parties 
in Kurdish Conflict to understand the way in which non-resolution of this 
political conflict has been maintained and how it can be transformed. As it 
was manifested during the Resolution Process, the warring parties competed 
with each other in the form of hegemonic projects to prevail their political 
discourse on the conflict and struggled to determine how meaning should be 
assigned to the conflict. The clash of discourses is therefore at the hearth of 
the Kurdish Conflict and in this conflict, the war of words plays as significant D
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role as war of weapons. This paper accordingly conceptualizes the discursive 
space as another battle ground or frontier on which conflicted parties fight for 
hegemony over the meaning of Kurdish Conflict. I argue that if both resistance 
towards the peace and possibilities for the transformation of this political 
conflict are to be understood, there is a need for critical understanding of 
discursive struggles between conflicted parties. Taking the Kurdish Conflict 
and the latest resolution attempt as a theoretical and empirical object of 
investigation, this article conducts a discourse-theoretical inquiry into the 
conditions that make the Kurdish Conflict and its non-resolution possible. 
Drawing on post-foundational discourse theory (Laclau and Mouffe 1985, 
Laclau 2005, Lacan 1977) and the Logics of Critical Explanation (Glynos and 
Howarth 2007), the paper aims to critically examine the political discourses 
of the conflicted parties on Kurdish Conflict from Dec 2013 to July 2015. 
The aim of the paper is to not only map the different understanding of the 
Kurdish Conflict and its resolution but also to examine the social, political 
and fantasmatic logics underpinning constructions of the relationship 
between conflicted parties.

2.

3.

4.

Achieving a “Conflictual Consensus”: Agonistic Theory in 
Transitional Justice      
Carla Prado (University of Coimbra)

This article explores the contribution of memory towards reconciliation in 
post-conflict settings, specifically focusing on the potential application of 
an agonistic approach to reconciliation processes based on memory and 
transitional justice, especially in the cases of post-Arab Spring Tunisia (2010-
2011) and post-civil war Algeria (1988-1999).

Ever since the mid and late decades of the twentieth century the focus 
on post-conflict strategies of reconstruction and reconciliation has been 
a fruitful field of study within peace studies, especially where a critique 
of traditional forms of statebuilding is concerned. Many voices within this 
critique focus on the role of memory and victim testimony (Herman, 1997; 
Lefranc, 2012); however, more often than not they do not engage fully in 
the discussion on the repercussion of such policies. Even in countries where 
major transitional justice mechanisms have been set in motion, one can trace 
voices of resistance on the victims’ part, silenced either by religious and 
cultural notions of forgiveness and sacrífice or by comprehensive amnesties 
to (allegedly allow a country to move forward from past violence.

I will start by mapping how memory of violent conflict has been analyzed in 
conflict-ridden and post-conflict contexts and secondly, I will apply agonism 
as a pertinent concept to approach memory studies aiming at providing a 
solid theoretical framing for our analysis; lastly, I will contextualize the Algerian 
and Tunisian cases in their specificities, with a focus on the contrast between 
victims and State discourse as a potential agonistic mechanism that can help 
in the redefinition of the establish theoretical framework of reconciliation and 
transitional justice.

Crafting an Enemy of Nation: Factional Elites and the Making of 
Authoritarian Foreign Policy       
Nattaporn Sittipat (SOAS, University of London)

Foreign policy of authoritarianism is conventionally regarded as a decision 
of a single leader or a leading group. This perspective has generally been 
accepted by a majority of scholars in an area of authoritarian foreign policy, 
since they are likely to take an authoritarianism as a homogenous unit in 
making foreign policy. However, these patterns of classical analysis are very 
limited to explain authoritarian foreign policy making, since authoritarianism 
is usually under an intense competition among factional elites for authority 
and resources in politics. 

To fill this literature gap, this research will draw an attention on an influence 
of inter-elite competitions on authoritarian foreign policy. By using Thai 
authoritarian regimes of Phibunsongkhram, Sarit and Prem, as the case 
studies, this research argues that authoritarian foreign policy is significantly 
influenced by the competitions among factional elites, in crafting a discourse 
of enemy of nation. As a pressure from a severe competition, the factional 
elites utilize foreign policy for authority and resources in politics. Therefore, 
they build a discourse of enemy of nation, showing an outside threat on 
territory to support their foreign policy.

The Antagonistic Reproduction of Space: A Post-Foundational 
Analysis of the Violence, Space and the Political in Derry city        
Gary Hussey (National University of Ireland)

This paper, both theoretically and empirically, seeks to think Ernesto Laclau’s 
formulation of antagonism spatially. As recently suggested by Oliver Marchart 
(2018), amongst others, the Laclauian understanding of antagonism has 
the potential to reconfigure our notions of the temporal and the spatial in 
our theoretical thinking. Ernesto Laclau, strictly speaking, in no way could 
be considered a distinctly spatial thinker. His reflections on the spatial, 
however, though arguably paltry in light of his overall contributions, and the 
subject of intense repudiation by many spatial theorists (e.g. Massey 1992; 
2005), did mobilise the full-heft of his political-philosophical work (1990). 
It is the contention here, that much of criticism levelled at Laclau’s spatial 
contributions are premised on a thorough miss-reading, not only of his 
comments on space, but his  philosophical-political enterprise in general.  
Following Laclau, this paper develops an understanding of space as both 
politically instituted and antagonistically constituted. Doing so, it conceives 
of practices of territorially, that is, space claiming practices, as political logics 
(Glynos and Howarth, 2007). These are the moments in which hegemonic 
configurations of space are instituted, contested, defended. Empirically, 
some the antagonistic performances and practices of space-claiming in 
late-nineteenth century Derry are reconstructed and interrogated (though 
an empirically corpus that is largely archival) . The argument pursued here 
is that thinking Laclau’s notion of antagonism spatially, and space-claiming  
practices as political logics, we can render more intelligible the conflictual 
reproduction of space in contested sites; doing so underlines how, especially 
in contexts forged through ‘profound geographic violence’, such as Derry,  
(Siad1988),  the ‘originary’ violence of spatial institution, and the modes D
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of being put under erasure by such hegemonic inscriptions, refuse to be 
forgotten. That is, social objectivity remains haunted by its own constitutive 
exclusions. These exclusions, as spectral remainders and alternative 
imaginings of space, continue to vex and jeopardise the reproduction of the 
dominant codifications of space. 

5. Transformations of National and Popular Sovereignty in Times of 
Crisis: the Case of Greece       
Christos Illiadis (University of the Aegean)

The recent multifaceted and severe crisis in Greece has triggered profound 
changes within the Greek society that can be studied as paradigmatic moments 
of broaden transformations. Fixed relations of political representation were 
dislocated, the country’s place in Europe was challenged, while unprecedented 
immigrant and refugee flows developed into a ‘crisis within a crisis,’ putting 
the issue of ethno-cultural difference and incorporation at the centre of public 
debates. To put it in other words, Greece has been dealing with a three-fold 
challenge which has significantly affected public perceptions of two notions 
found at the core of sovereignty: that of the ‘nation’ and ‘the people.’ 

In this paper, I present preliminary findings of a research in progress, focusing 
on one paradigmatic level where shifts and transformations in the ways 
we signify and enact national and popular sovereignty (or the ‘logic’ of 
sovereignty) come to the fore: that is related to the demands for recognition 
and inclusion of ethno-cultural difference. I argue that this is one out of 
at least three levels who interact and where we can locate major shifts in 
contemporary European societies, the other two to be the issue of traditional 
democratic legitimation and political representation and the idea of Europe 
in times of soaring Euroscepticism and uncertainty. 

PANEL V: USING PDT EMPIRICALLY – 
EPISTEMOLOGY, NORMATIVITY AND PRAXIS    
Seminar Room EBS 2.35
Panel Organizer: Mick Chisnall (University of Canberra)

1.

2.

3.

Normativity in Empirical Research Using PDT – the discourse 
analyst as a “political subject in outline”     
Mick Chisnall (University of Canberra)

A poststructuralist discourse analyst (PDA) understands that every social 
configuration exhibits a range of constructed meanings. These together 
constitute a discourse, without the need for an extra-discursive realm of 
“being”. This has prompted enduring claims, over the last 25 years, that such a 
position leads to a fatal relativism, which prevents the analyst from legitimately 
adopting universal normative values, such as democracy and freedom. 
Contrary to this view, that poststructuralism has an inevitable normative 
deficit, I argue that such an approach offers an excellent theoretical structure 
for establishing a normative position; albeit one which is not absolute. I first 
summarise the arguments made by those who claim that poststructuralism 
has a normative deficit. I then introduce the work of feminist, poststructuralist 
scholar, Claudia Leeb (2017), who theorizes the idea of a poststructuralist 
political subject capable of both critiquing and transforming the status 
quo. This emerges, in large part, from a need to define a political category 
of “woman” which remains inclusive. Describing this concept as a “political 
subject-in-outline”, she brings together ideas from Jacques Lacan (the real), 
Theodor W Adorno (non-identity) and Karl Marx (the non-wholeness of the 
commodity form). I suggest that, more generally, a PDA who adopts the role 
of political subject-in-outline alleviates concerns about normativity and helps 
keep contingency and openness central to empirical research.

Researching Competing Value Propositions: The Value of Aged 
Care Labour in the Political Economy     
Marion Carter (University of Canberra)

In capitalist countries, aged care is a political hot topic and an often-debated 
issue. This paper discusses the approach of a normative researcher, using the 
logics of critical explanation, post-structural discourse theory and the concept 
of hegemony, to examine the way aged care labour is valued in Australia’s 
political economy. A broad body of literature and theory was reviewed to 
assist the researcher in her normative explanatory task. Empirical research 
was undertaken in two ways. First, by interviewing various actors within aged 
care and second, by analysing public text and documents to identify various 
patterns of discourse that reconstitute the aged care rhetoric. This corpus of 
qualitative, empirical material was gathered for analysis, utilising discourse 
analysis and rhetorical redescription.  Discourse analysis allowed the study 
of aged care rhetoric and discourse to expose ideologies that maintain 
the status quo through certain hegemonic value perceptions. Rhetorical 

The Social, Political and Fantasmatic Logics of the German Border 
Regime      
Vanessa Wintermantel  (WZB Berlin Social Science Center)

In 2015, German Chancellor Angela Merkel made the decision not to deny 
border passage to the many refugees who came to Germany from Syria and 
other countries via the Balkan route, thus enabling them to apply for asylum. 
Since then, German politics and public opinion have been deeply divided 
regarding Merkel’s decision: while initially the internationally acclaimed 
‘welcome culture’ predominated among the population, most political efforts 
since then have been aimed at restoring and reinforcing Germany’s border 
regime. This paper examines the social, political and fantasmatic logics at 
play in its defense. It shows that political initiatives such as ‘transit zones’, 
‘anchor centers’, Obergrenze, and the restriction of family reunification D
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demanded by the conservative forces of the CDU/CSU ultimately aim at 
enhancing Germany’s fantasmatic image as a sovereign, law-abiding and 
secure nation of liberal-minded and reasonable people that needs to be 
protected against the threats of terrorism, the deterioration of the welfare 
state caused by ‘asylum tourists’ and harm to the bodily integrity of German 
women by uncivilized rapists. In the final analysis, the German case gives a 
glimpse of how the post-Westphalian social logic of national sovereignty has 
started to be shaken vis-à-vis the reality of global social inequalities.
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4. The ‘epistemological logic’ of the field of Interdisciplinarity 
Studies (IDS)      
Dorte Madsen (Copenhagen Business School)

The purpose of this panel presentation is to discuss the application of the logics 
approach to the scientific field, more specifically, to an analysis of the field 
of IDS. Following Bourdieu’s claim that ‘‘epistemological conflicts are always, 
inseparably, political conflicts’, the ‘non-political’ logic is conceptualized as 
the ‘epistemological logic’ of the field.

The field of IDS is characterized in that interdisciplinarity is an object of research 
in its own right, by a lack of common ground, by ambiguities and different 
understandings of ‘interdisciplinarity’, and there is a growing consensus that 
the field of IDS needs to be consolidated. But how to consolidate a field that 
is also potentially politicized? 

The discussion will focus on the analytical framework created to make it 
possible to distinguish between the epistemological and political dimensions 
of the field.The epistemological dimension of a scientific field may be taken 
to subscribe to clarity, consistency, clearly defined concepts, and generally, 
the absence of ambiguity as an ideal, whereas in the political dimension, 
ambiguity is a central feature. And one question to be discussed is whether 
the ‘epistemological logic’ adhered to in a scientific field can be seen as “the 
rules that govern scientific practice” and thus as an articulation of a general 
‘social logic’?
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redescription was used to understand how actors in the field of aged care 
articulate the concept of value as a metaphor within their reality. Overall, 
through the process of retroduction, the researcher identified social, political 
and fantasmatic logics to not only explain, but also critique, the status quo 
of aged care labour value. The analysis highlighted the neoliberal hegemonic 
meaning of economic and capital care value in contrast to emotional, social 
and personal value perceptions.
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1. ESSEX BUSINESS SCHOOL 2. SECRET GARDEN

University of Essex, 
Colchester Campus, 
Wivenhoe Park, 
Colchester 
CO4 3SQ 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS CLICK BELOW

TRAVEL INFORMATION 

For detailed travel info click HERE.

BUS SERVICES

To travel to University Campus from Colchester North 
Station (Mainline), catch the 62 or 62A bus from 
Railway Station Layby (Stand F). 

Journey will take approximately 30 minutes. 

TAXIS

• A B Taxis Colchester: +44 (0)1206 808808 
• Colchester Taxis: +44 (0)1206 585585 
• Five Sevens Taxi: +44 (0)1206 577777 
• Minicab Services Ltd: +44 (0)1206 544444 

Taxis also wait outside the Train Station at most times 
of the day.
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Critical theory is conceived 
as a dialectical and engaged 
practice that seeks to provide 
the means to challenge 
historically malleable structures 
of domination and oppression 
in the name of a universal 
human emancipation.

http://cida-essex.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/cIDA.essex/
https://twitter.com/cIDA_essex
mailto:cida%40essex.ac.uk?subject=

