
Easter 2020 Letter from Finland 

In the week leading up to Easter, it common in Finland (and Sweden) to see little witches wandering about 

from house to house, with decorated willow branches and face paint, seeking goodies. In 2020, this tradition 

has been given a Covid-19 reboot, with the witches taking appropriate social-distancing precautions, 

especially when visiting elderly neighbours or relatives. In some instances, sweeties were left at the door, in 

others thrown from balconies, as the children recited their traditional poetic greeting. Alternatively, video 

messages and (in a throwback to the noughties) e-cards were encouraged. This all made the national news 

but, as with most other elements of this strange period, everyone seemed to adapt almost immediately.  

   

Other than the voluntary crackdown on underage sorcerers, the main subject of discussion in the last week 

or so has been the isolation of southern province of Uusimaa (home to approximately 1.7 of Finland’s 5.5 

million inhabitants) from the rest of the country. At least, that is how it seems, but being limited to the 

southern coast, I am reluctant to speak on behalf of the entire country. It is worth reminding you (and I’m 

always trying to think of new ways to express this) that here in Espoo I am about the same distance from the 

northern Finnish village of Nuorgam (1100km), as Edinburgh lies from Berlin. Internal border patrols have 

been stopping non-essential travel in and out of Uusimaa, issuing spot fines in a few cases to recalcitrant 

drivers (or, indeed, intercity train passengers). 

It is anticipated that this internal travel ban will end relatively soon, having apparently achieved its purpose 

in slowing the spread of the virus. But this won’t be before the Easter weekend. The impact that might have 

within Uusimaa remains to be seen, as the weather forecast is good and there is likely to be (relatively) large 

crowds at a few popular nature and beauty spots in and around the capital region. There is no real reason, 

however, to think that social distancing and general hygiene will break down. Certainly, I have seen a couple 

of instances in Helsinki in the last couple of weeks where pedestrians and cyclists have glowered at each 

other on a slightly overcrowded forest track, but this sort of passive-aggressive posturing is hardly reserved 

for crisis periods. 

At the time of writing, there have now been 49 coronavirus deaths in Finland, from 2,900 confirmed cases. 

There has not, as yet, been any of the dramatic acceleration that has occurred in many other countries, and 

there seems to be cautious optimism that the much-discussed “curve”, in Finland, will be quite long and flat. 

Satisfaction with Sanna Marin’s government and its handling of the crisis remains very high, and Marin herself 

has acknowledged that there will be difficult days ahead – not just the immediate public health concerns but 

also the economic challenges which will remain long after virus has (hopefully) been defeated.  
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