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provide inspiration for ways in which heritage and

archaeology (however you interpret these two terms)

can be applied to educational scenarios. 

There are plenty of images throughout, and in places

where appropriate some statistics and other data are

presented (however, a number of small media surveys

in Chapter 3 appear with little analysis unfortunately).

A number of small cosmetic errors were noticeable,

such as brackets not being closed and some missing

full stops. Though only minor issues, they are

frustrating when you spot them, and are things that

should have been picked up well before the book

went to press. 

NEW ENGLISH HERITAGE
PUBLICATIONS

We are also pleased to highlight two new English

Heritage publications which are freely available and

can be downloaded as pdfs from the URLs given

below. 

Ships and boats: prehistory to present,

designation selection guide

The purpose of EHs selection guides is to explain the

approach to designation. This guide considers all

vessels used on inland waters, coastal waters and the

open sea. It also includes vessels that are now buried

under ground and those that are no longer afloat

and complements the listing and scheduling selection

guides for the marine environment. 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications/dsg-

ships-boats/

Ships and boats: prehistory to 1840,

introductions to heritage assets (IHA)

This introductory guide to ships and boats which pre-

date 1840 covers a wide range of archaeological

heritage types. The IHAs are intended to provide an

expert yet accessible introduction to many areas of

archaeology, including historical development,

processes of discovery and guides for further reading.

An IAH on Ships and Boats: 1840 to 1950 is in prep.

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/publications/iha-

ships-boats/
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latterly a lecturer at University College London’s

Institute of Archaeology. He was commissioned by the

late UCL Professor Peter Ucko to write this book, in

which is contained a vast amount of information

about (as one would expect from the title),

archaeology, heritage and education.

The foreword by Peter Stone to this book lays out its

intentions: ‘...an explosion of knowledge,

understanding, and experience offered to the reader

by one, if not the, pioneer of the relationship between

archaeology and education in the UK over the last

few years.’ Does it achieve this? Certainly an awful lot

of ground is covered, from a potted history of tourist

guidebooks from the 19th century onwards, to a

summary of the key national heritage organisations of

the UK, to archaeology’s place (actual and potential)

in the various UK school curricula. 

However, as a straightforward read, I found this book

very hard-going. It is almost too ‘bitty’ in places,

distractingly jumping to different text boxes filled

with anecdotes, small studies or other pieces of

information in places, and at times without a clear

lead into the different sections. I therefore would

have some difficulty in recommending that anyone

try to read this book cover to cover, and I suspect that

the author did not intend it to be read in this way.

Instead, this book should be used as a reference

resource for anyone seeking extra information on any

of the many topics included – such as community

archaeology, archaeology and formal education, the

use of objects and loans boxes in different learning

environments. 

I can imagine this becoming a ‘go-to’ reference

source for anyone writing on archaeology in

education, needing background information on the

evolution of such organisations as English Heritage,

Historic Scotland or the Young Archaeologists’ Club

(originally ‘Young Rescue’), or any of the other

sections of useful information contained within. My

own experience of the heritage sector in the UK is

pitifully meagre when compared to Mike Corbishley’s

long and influential career, but from what I do know I

can concur with what he surmises about the different

organisations that he covers. The case studies, ranging

from Newcastle University’s MA programme in

Heritage Education and Interpretation (of which I am

an alumna), to Suffolk County Council’s Garbology

Project, peppered with international examples from

such as Greece, Turkmenistan and Finland, should

To the uninformed reader this book shows how the

archaeology from a road scheme should be presented.

It is readable, the text not too technical and is richly

illustrated. Moreover, it is a much needed guide to

how archaeology should be implemented in any

future road scheme within this part of Europe. Sadly

though, with austerity plaguing Ireland and the UK, I

feel that this milestone volume will not be matched

for some considerable time. 
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