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Estonia got its second independence in 1991 from under the Soviet rule. As a rather new nation, Estonia 

has progressed enormously being today a very modern country, for example in terms of technological 

development. Being a member of EU and NATO, Estonia has a well-established position in the global world. 

However, the Estonians have not wanted to give up their own cultural heritage which is sustained and 

practiced all around the country. Different forms of crafts, and especially textiles, have gained a status as 

representing the Estonian cultural heritage.  Although Estonia was under the Soviet rule for a long period, it 

managed to keep its own traditions alive; this has been important for constructing the Estonian national 

identity. However, in present day Estonia, there is a thread of losing the national cultural heritage within 

the pressures of globalization.  

In terms of the traditional Estonian crafts, efforts have been made to sustain and develop their rich cultural 

heritage. This paper presents and explores the educational efforts that have been carried out in Viljandi 

Culture Academy. It is a higher education institution under the University of Tartu having several 

departments which concentrate on research and education on the Estonian culture. The Department of 

Estonian Native Crafts is devoted to the mission of researching and making visible the rich craft traditions 

and also to developing them further. The purpose is to provide the students with a possibility to earn their 

living with crafts. Drawing on the data collected by interviewing the teachers and the present and former 

students of the department, this paper introduces their perspectives on the traditions, present meanings 

and the future of the Estonian craft culture. The interviews have been carried out along an ethnographic 

research which has taken place during several short periods between 2012 and 2015. The ethnographic 

perspective is utilized to form a picture of the various aspects of the meanings of crafts in Estonia and the 

role of the Viljandi Culture Academy in sustaining their traditions. 


